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Patriarchate condemns attack on bus

By Judith Sudilovsky
Catholic News Service

JERUSALEM — Jerusalem’s Latinrite

patriarchate condemned the bombing of

a bus in the residential neighborhood of
Ramat Eshkol Aug. 21.

“We condemn this act of violence, first
as Palestinians and secondly as Chris-
tians,” said Father Adib Zoomot, chan-
cellor of the patriarchate. Patriarch

Michel Sabbah was out of the country.

when the bombing occurred.

“We condemn this act because we anx-
iously are waiting for peace,” he added.
“We are praying for peace. Every time
there is an act of violence, it means that
the peace process takes a step backward.”

Many Palestinian priests and nuns
were prevented from entering ferusalem
after the West Bank was closed for an un-
specified period, said Father Zoomot.
Gaza also was closed for one day.

The bomb, placed in the back of a dou-
ble-length bus, exploded at 7:50 a.m. in
rush-hour traffic. Passengers in another
bus the vehicle was passing when the de-
vice detonated were also injured.

Also killed was the suicide bomber, a

‘ from a man who said that Hamas — a mil-

Reuters/RNS
At the scene of an earlier suicide bus bombing that killed five people and injured
100 others Aug. 21, Israeli police remove right-wing Israelis who were protesting
against the Rabin government and the Israeli-PLO peace talks..

position to the 1993 peace accords — was
responsible for the attack. The caller said
that Hamas was striking back at Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and the Labor
government for actions against Hamas.

woman whose body had not yet been
identified by late that evening.
Israel Radio received a telephone call

itant Islamic group spearing heading op-

Guidelines 1ssued for religion in schools
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tion Secretary Richard Riley finished his Saying that “nothing in' our First
homework just in time when he released
guidelines defining what religious activi- -
ties are permissible in public schools.
The set of guidelines were prompted
by President Clinton’s July 12 memo to
_Riley and Attorney General Janet Reno
urging them to clarify the constitutional
interpretation of religion’s place in pub-
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into religionfree zones,” Clinton asked
that guidelines to define religious ex-
~ pressions that are acceptable in public

school districts before classes begin in
the fall.
“Religion is too important in our histo-

Amendment converts our public schools

schools be sent to the nation’s 15,000

of our schools,” Clinton wrote. “It- should-
n’t be demanded, but as long as it is not
sponsored by school officials and doesn’t
interfere with other children’s rights, it
mustn’t be denied.”

- The four-page outline released Aug. 17
spelled out specific ways that religious ac-
tivities can in fact be a part of public
schools. In an introductory letter to
school superintendents, Riley called the
guidelines an attempt to “find a new
common ground in the growing; and at

.| times, divisive debate about religion in

our public schogls.”

He said he hoped the outline would
“help to end much of the confusion re-
garding religious expression in public
schools” and that it would provide “a
basis for school officials, teachers, par-
ents and students to work together.”

Among the guidelines’ specified types
of protected religious expression were:

— Individual or group prayer and dis-
cussion “subject to the same rules of

* order as apply to other student activities
~and speech” and as long as no students
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cials neither encouraged nor discour-
aged participation. . :

— Teaching about religion, including
the Bible or other Scripture; the history
of religion, comparative religion, the role
of religion in history and religious influ-
ence on art, music, literature and social
studies. Schools may teach about reli-
gious holidays, but they are not to ob-
serve them, nor are they to provide reli-
gious instruction.

— Student expressions of their reli-
gious beliefs in homework, artwork and
other written and oral assignments to be
“free of discrimination based on the reli-
gious content ... (and), should be judged
by ordinary academic standards of sub-

stance and relevance.”
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Kids’ Chronicle
Answer Key
a.10,b.9,c. 1,d. 14, e. 3,
f11,g 4,h. 12,i.2,j. 13,
k.7,1.6, m. 15, n. 5, 0. 8,
p. 16"
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