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Geneseo event
‘draws hundreds

By-Mike Latona
Staff writer

‘GENESEO — To be fully alive in
Chnst, there can be no room for violence
in one’s heart and soul.

Yet o effectively spread Christ’s love in
an increasingly v1olent world is a com-
plex task at best.

But not impossible, con¢luded partici-
pants at the Diocesan Youth Convention
held Aug. 4-6 at the State University of
New York College at Geneseo.

Several weekend activities focused on
violence: its forms, how it starts, what it
can lead to, and — most importantly —

what young Catholics can
do to curb its expansion.

“I'm grateful to have so
many teenagers here so we
can begm to look at this —
issue,”.  said  Michael ~
Theisen, diocesan youth- -
ministry coordinator.

The subject will be ex-.
tensively revisited Nov. 16-
19, when diocesan youths -
travel to Minnesota for the
National Catholic Youth
Convention. This year’s na-
tional gathering will feature a special
youth congress on violence with several
U.S. bishops also participating, including
Rochester’s Bishop Matthew H. Clark.

Shauna Cole, 14, a parishioner at
Avon’s St. Agnes Church, said violence is
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among her .and her peers.
Yet during a small-group ses-
sion held Sunday, many ex-
amples of violence in their
communities were cited by
Shauna, 15-year-old Josie
Armeli of St. Ann’s Church
in Hornell, and three other
St. Agnes youths: Ashley
Freeman, Sarah Freeman
and Lindsey Dolgos, all 15.
Results of a “violence sur-
vey,” which organizers had
begun conducting Friday
night, were also examined Sunday.
Among the findings, close to half the re-
~ spondents said they‘d been abused phys-
ically or knew of someone who had. Ap-
proximately the same percentage indicat-
ed they’d attempted suicide or knew of
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a ‘topic that “never really comes up”

someone who had. -

About 900 people at-
tended the second
annual Rochester
Marian Conference, -
held Aug. 5 at Our
Lady of Mercy High
School in Brighton.
Sponsored by the
Queen of Peace
Apostolate and the
Marian Center, the
conference featured
talks and a panel
discussion by Bish-
op Roman Danylak
of the Ukrainian
Catholic Eparchy of
Toronto; Bud Mac-
farlane (shown pic-_
tured at right); Fa-
ther Albert Shamon;
Janice Connell; and
Jerome Coniker. “1
think the most suc-
cessful part of (the
conference) was
that so many people
went to confession,
good confession,
which means the
speakers did their
jobs,” said Linda
Josh, the event’s co-
chairwoman. ° For
conference tapes,

Conference celebrates Mary

, Dt S mrzi/ ’! 1

(/4’({,7 S ik Q

j!!ﬁz“{,s [4

call 716/467-8570. .

S. John WilkinIStaff Photographer
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Sr. Joan Louise Clampl, S.C.; at 69

Sister Joan Louise Ciampi, S.C., a
member of the Sisters of Charity of Saint
_Elizabeth, died Monday, fuly 24, 1995, at
Convent Station, Florham Park, NJ., fol-
lowing a short illness. She was 69 years
old.

Sister Joan is survived by her brother,
James; her sister, Virginia Ciampi; and
two nephews, James and John, all of
—Auburn.

A native of Syrdcuse, Sister Joan was
born to the late John and Josephine
Ciampi. She entered the Sisters of Chari-
ty Sept. 8, 1943.

Sister Joan earned a bachelor’s degree
in elementary education from the Col-
lege -of St. Elizabeth, and a master’s de-

e in administration and supervision
from Seton Hall University. She spent
many years as a teacher and administra-
tor in schools throughout New Jersey,
Florida and New York.

In addition, Sister Joan served as a
social worker in Hudson County, NJ.,
at the Maris Stella Retreat House in
Skaneateles, N.Y., and on staff at the
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- St. Frances Residence in Paterson,
NJ.

Donations in Sister Joan’s memory
may be made to the Sisters of Charity Re-
tirement Fund, P.O. Box 476, Convent
Station, NJ., 07961.

Teens urged to confr'ont violen_ce with Christ

)

While the number of those touched by
suicide was disturbing, Eileen Meyers,
17, also pointed out it was good “after
feeling so low they’re here to tell us about
it.” Eileen is a parishioner at Spencer-
port’s St. John the Evangelist Church.

In a Saturday workshop conducted by
Rochester Teens for Peace, sobering
statistics on abuse and violence were
cited: abused children are six times as
likely to commit suicide and 24 times as
likely to commit sexual-assault crimes.

Teens for Peace announced at the con-

ference plans to expand outside of Mon-

roe County in the next year. A collection
taken before Saturday’s Mass raised $400
to support the coalition’s mission.

Teens for Peace member Steve Graves,
15, a parishioner at Rochester’s Holy
Cross Church, said his philosophy is “not
to change the world, but just go out and
be a more peaceful person than yester-
day. The peace will be contagious.”

Bishop Clark agreed with Steve that
God’s love creates 2 much different chain
reaction than what violence breeds.

“Every one of us is an icon of God,”
Bishop Clark said during another Satur-
day workshop. He told participants
they're “loved and trusted by God,” and
they should do the same to their peers.

] believe in building people up,”
added Amy Wilson, youth minister at
Chili’s St. Pius X Church and Rochester’s
St. John the Evangelist Church (Hum-
boldt Street). “If you're feeling good
about yourself and the people around
you, you tend to be less violent.”

The session run by Bishop Clark fo-
cused on leaders with admirable traits.
Kayte Malik,” 14, a parishioner at East
Rochester’s St. Jerome’s Church, cited
her mother and basketball star Michael
Jordan — the latter “because he followed

his dream” of pursuing a second cageer
in professional baseball.

The second annual youth convention
attracted 380 diocesan teenagers for the
weekend, as well as 51 one-day partici-
pants for Saturday workshops and Mass.

Other highlights included the music
and witness of keynote speaker Tony Me-
lendez, who was born without hands but
plays guitar with his feet; and a memori-

-al area in the college union paying

homage to Father David W. Mura, the en-
ergetic supporter of diocesan youth ac-
tivities who died this past spring.

Music from Melendez and the Morn-
ingstar music group helped fill the union
building with loud singing and hand-clap-
ping all weekend. Spirits also ran high
Saturday night during a three-hour
stretch of dancing and karaoke.

Not surprisingly, Sunday morning’s "

slew of red-eyed teens and adult chaper-
ones indicated that sleep had not been a
big priority over the weekend.

One exception was Bishop Clark, who
stayed on campus the entire weekend but
said he got enough rest both nights.

After a pause, the bishop explained
with a smile, “I wasn’t in the dorms.”

EDITORS’ NOTE: Additional coverage of
the Diocesan Youth Convention is scheduled
to ruri on next week’s Youth page.
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Placing a classified ad in the
Courier is as easy as dialing
716-328-4340.

Just one call to our advertising
department is all it takes. We'll
put you in touch with more than
50,000 families in the diocese.

Call and say “hello” to’
- Courier Classifieds today!

All méjor credit cards accepted.

HART
MONUMENT
COMPANY

Since 1856

- Monuments, Markers
and Cemetery Lettering

2301 Dewey Avenue
(OPPOSTTE HOLY SEPULCHRE CEMETERY)

(716) 865-6746
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