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Youths’ support can Gump start’ system

And, sure enough, they gave those gifts
to me and to one another in countless ways
during our time together — in the way they"

By Bishop Matthew H. Clark C
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If you ever feel that your system needs a
" jump start to get going, you might think
about spending a weekend with our young
people. I make the suggestion because my
experience with the participants at our
diocesan youth convention last weekend
did just that for me.

Our theme for the weekend was “Alive in
Christ,” which we celebrated in song, story,
prayer, study and friendship from Friday
evening until Sunday afternoon.

of their participation, in the joy of their
dance, in their hospitality, generosity and
wisdom, in the beauty of their prayer.

As I write about those beautiful young
people, I think of a pastoral letter the
bishops of our country wrote some years
ago about the laity of our church. That
letter was entitled “Called, Gifted and
‘Holy.” The title was meant to, and does, de-

In my opening comments to the scribe you extremely well. How beautlfully 1 . m
assembi,y g)n Frigay evening, I expressed LONG TH E WAY it also describes our younger generation of ge
the hope that all of us attending the Catholics. They are sources of life and signs - Ne
convention could support one another in of hope to all of us. ' vid
our individual and group efforts to reflect And I told them that Mom’s death raised Often during the weekend I thought with ' ca

more deeply on what it means to live in questions in my own heart: What did I . great gratitude about Pope John Paul II

- Christ. My further encouragement was that  learn from the experience about family and  and his special love for the young. His visit
each of us would approach our common relationships and living? Is there anything I ~ to Denver in 1993 for World Youth Day
theme, not in the abstract, but in light of should change or put right or do had much to do with the genesis of our
the real questions, problems and dreams differently? How do I make the best use of . diocesan youth convention. I also
about life in our hearts at that moment. whatever number of years I may have left? remembered with great gratitude your

To exemplify what I was asking of them, As I went through those comments, I was  commitment to our continuing Synod

I shared some reflections and questions deeply mindful that they must have process, which has done much to spur
about the recent death of my mother. 1 told  sounded choppy and awkward because I renewed interest in and commitment to
them that I believe with all of my heart that  know the process of inquiry within me is youth ministry in our local church,
my mother is fully alive in Christ. But I far from complete. But I was also much Finally, a word of thanks to Michael ‘
added that the certainty of faith does not aware that my words didn’t have to be Theisen, our diocesan coordinator for ~ !
take away all human doubt, nor does it polished and complete for those kids. I youth ministry; the members of our '
exempt us from the process of grieving. At  knew just froin the way they listened that Diocesan Youth Council; and all the -
the death of a loved one, we all need to go  they understood and that I could counton  volunteers who worked so hard to make our
through a process that includes acceptance,  their support and understanding convention the success it was.
adjustment and some new beginnings. throughout the weekend. Peace to all.
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FREE ESTIMATES * FULLY INSURED « 100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED ,
(315) 946-5355+ 1-800-400-4764 ext. 1049 in Monroe, Livingston & Ontario Counties| . !
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Bowman Roofmq
Siding Company
*Established in 1912"
FREE ESTIMATES
ROOFING - SIDING
ROOF REPAIRS
SEAMLESS ALUMINIUM

GUTTERS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
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Pre-order at last |
, L] 7E
year’s prices!

This 150-page loose-leaf book is
your guide to every parish, office,
agency and organization in the
12-county Diocese of Roches-
ter. It contains telephone list-
ings for all clergy and church
personnel, as well as complete
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-Mass schedules for every parish in
the diocese!

. ; s ¢
Mail orders may be placed by sending the coupon below — with payment RmheSter Remmlscence 95

— to the address indicated on the coupon. ' }

Pre-order deadline August 25th, 1995 Fﬁday’ ‘ Septemb é r Sthf 6:3 Opm’ .

Dirctories will be shipped on or about October 1, 1995
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Directory Pages Difec'tory Pages only Atrlllm at ngh- Fa].ls, Browns Race ' R z
- with Binders R T $9.50 each : - . ;
1-3 SELS..oorvrererrrrrrernees $15 each 4-6 sets..urnevennrenns $8.00 each . )
4 or more Sets ............ $12 each 7 or more sets ....... $7.00 each Featunng Rochester’s OWD :
1995.96 DIOCESAN DIRECTORY c/o CATHOLIC COURIER Hollywood composer, and EMMY winner !
| 1150 BUFFALO ROAD, ROCHESTER, NY 14624 | ,
| Enclosed please find $ for page sets only | Conversation, hors d'oeurves and dinner with local celebrities including
I Enclosed please find $ for page sets with binJers I  Don Alhart, Suzanne Masters, Carole Ritter, Richard Dollinger ;
Total enclosed: $ ‘ ‘ ) .
| Name | Live Celebrity Auction, Bluegrass Band, Cloggers,
| Address | I Hoedown Dancers, Silent Auction & Light Show
| City. ' State Zip 1 A Real Old Fashioned Country Social!
(Please make checks payable to Catholic Courier Directory) . Tickets *50®
I Major Credit Cards Accepted I Call 00
] account# Exp. Date | ' ’ 339'?? -
L Signature _ Catholic Charities C&RS

A benefit for persons living with developmental disabilities & HIV/AIDS-




