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ife useficjom beginning 
By jerry Filteau 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON - The radwac^ 
tjve dust had not yet settled on Jit-
roshlma and Nagasaki "before 
prominent tJ S. Catholic moral the-
olo|ians questioned the morality of 
using the atonuc bomb on Japanese 

^{aties ~ < 
"It's just sad that nobody Tvanted 

i» listen,* says Jesuit F^errRichacd 
T McSorley 50 years later, ^a&er 
McSorley, pro£rasor eraeriras ofshe? 

Oology at Georgetown University a 
longtime peace activist and dtrejctot 

' of Georgejown'* Genter, % $ e a # 
Studies. 

The first U.S. atomic 
bomb was dropped on 
Hirashhna Aug. & 1945, 

„ leveling most'oC Ac my. 
' Jt immediately killed 

75.Q00 '"people and in* 
-joftd another ft<Q0Q, 
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exhibit containing commentary crit
ical of the U S decision were er
ased because of pressure from vet 
ci ails' groups who tailed it an c\ei 
LISL in Amenta baching Then 
niliei critics berated the Snnthsom 
an when the revised exhibit Ueated 
the bombing a» it thcie were no cm 
ical quesuons to be taised 

A review oi the earlv August 1945 
news files of the National Catholic 
News Service, forerunner of today*** 
Calhohe Nc*s Service, shows that 
even aqiid the excitement of Japan's 
imminent surrender, some serious 
Catholic commentators weie 
sharply critical of President Harry 

S Truman'** decision to 
use the atomic bomb 
The news service was 
then, as it is now, the 
main source of national 

[ i ind international news 
L JfeftfJS. Catholic newspa-

fr-'swm-lthtjological 
^•atoftv «, 1̂ 200-

* 4 # d ^ o g 9, 
!|un. scien-
djfebomb 
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WbcVtb* Snnthsonhn Tnstitu-
ttbavetanc tfbs jsor to mark the 
jfaaimtR9>fi^*nth an exhibit in 
' VfeshingtonT parts of ihe proposed 
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