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Report: Church can meet needs of its disabled

By Nancy Frazier O’Brien
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — More than 10 millien
U.S. Catholics have some kind of disability,
but the worship needs of nearly all of them
can be accommodated, according to a re-
port prepared by the National Catholic Of-
fice for Persons with Disabilities.

“There are few among the 10 million
Catholics with assoricd disabilities whose
needs cannot be met when we make appro-
priate accommodation for their inclusion,”
said the report prepared for the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops earlier this
year.

Using information from several Louls
Harris polls about the disabled, the report
said 54 percent of the disabled population —
or about 5.4 million Catholics — have a phys-
ical disability and need “ramps, railings and
adequate space in which to maneuver.”

About 4 percem of those with disabilities
— an estimated 400,000 Catholics — are
blind or visually impaired, with most of
them unable to read Braille. “The remain-

der prefer large-print, audiotapes or com-

puter-generated data to access print materi-
als and appreciate having the visual ele-
ments of worship and religious programs
audio-described,” the report said.

Another 4 percent of the disabled — or
about 400,000 Catholics — are deaf or hard
ofhearing, and only about 15 to 20 percent
of them communicate using American Sign
Language.

“The remainder consider English (or
their native tongue) as their primary lan-
guage and need written text, whether real
time captioning, captioning of already exist-
ing materials or print scripts,” according to
the report.

The Catholic disabilities office estimated.

that 3 percent of those with disabilities are
mentally tetarded, and said that 97 percent
of the mentally retarded live in their com-
munities, either in their own homes or in
group settings.

The mentally ill make up about 5 percent
of those with disabilities, with about 500,000
Catholics being classified as mentally ill at
any given moment.

The remaining 26 percent, or about 2.6

million Catholics, have other serious health
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impairments, the report said.

Ten percent of the disabled population
have heart disease or blood or blood vessel
disease, while 11 percent have cancer, dia-
betes, kidney disease or the like. Five per-
cent of the disabled are limited by pul-
monary or respiratory problems.

“Many within this group may have mobil-
ity and other limitations which require con-
sideration when planning for their inclu-
sion,” the report said. “Those with such hid-
den disabilities face misunderstanding and
their need for accommodations may be mis-
interpreted as unreasonable demands for
special privileges rather than reflective of le-
gitimate need.”

The National Gatholic Office for Persons
with Disabilities was established in 1982 to
promote greater inclusion of the handi-
capped in church and society. Copies of its
report went to various offices of the NCCB
and U.S. Catholic Conference, including the
Department of Social Development and
World Peace, the Secretariat for Family,
Laity, Women and Youth, the Department
of Education and the Secretariat for Doc-
trine and Pastoral Practices.
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Buy a Bath Bench with Backrest
at Southside Apothecary, get a

sunrise Deluxe Hand
Held Shower
Only $66.70 for both! s

Together, they help make bathing easier,
safer and more comfortable for everyone
in your family — even infants!

v Check our other hospital-grade Guardian Bath
Aids, including Wall Bars, Tub Bars, Transfer
Benches and Toilet Safety Frames.
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SERVING Your HEALTH Care NEgps...

St Mary’s Hospital is a Cathohc community hospital, founded
in 1857, whose purpose is to extend the healing ministry of Christ
in the spirit of St. Vincent dePaul with emphasm on carmg for-all
people with dignity, respect and compassion.

We are dedicated to excellence, accountability and innovation in
responding to the community’s changing healthcare needs. We
strive to provide high standards of care by competent and caring
staff in an atmosphere of concern for the well-béing of the patient

and each member of the family.

Our health care network comprises our main hospital campus,
18 primary care practices and, 14 specialty care centers located
throughout the community, including Brighton, East Rochester,
Gates, Henrietta, Irondequoit, North Chili, North Greece, Penfield,

Rochester and Spencerport.

St. Mary’s and its affiliated physicians can serve your medical
needs in a timely and convenient manner. Call 464-3519 to find a
physxclan in your neighborhood who participates in your health
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