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Pope calls Serbian assault ‘barbaric’

LES COMBES, Italy (CNS) — As Bosni-
an Serbs routed U.N.-protected Muslim
enclaves, Pope John Paul II called their
assault “barbaric” and said the world was
witnessing the “undoing of civilization.”

The Vatican, meanwhile, disclosed
that it had condemnned the actions in pri-
vate meetings with Bosnian Serb repre-
sentatives in Sarajevo.

“No cause, no project can justify such
barbaric actions and methods. These are
crimes against humanity!” the pope said

. July 17 from his mountain vacation re-

treat in northern Italy.

“What is being played out before the
eyes of the entire world constitutes an un-
doing of civilization. These crimes will

-remain as one of the saddest chapters of

European history,” he said-—

As the pope spoke, Bosnian Serbian
forces were moving toward the U.N. “safe
area” of Zepa, one of three-Muslim en-
claves in eastern Bosnia. Earlier in the

week they routed the enclave of Sre--

brenica, driving out thousands of Muslim
civilians. Many Muslims were reportedly
murdered while others were rounded up
into camps.

The enclaves were originally set up by

- the United Nations to protect Muslim

civilian populations who had been driven

from their homelands earlier in the

“Bosnian fighting.

The pope said his thoughts and
prayers were with the thousands who
have been “thrown back out on the road
of flight, in a situation of extreme pover-
ty.” He urged the international commu-
nity to provide aid to the refugees.

Both the pope and the Vatican
stopped short of calling for armed inter-

_vention to halt the Serbian action.

In a statement issued July 15, the Vati-
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A Bosnian soldier carrying a baby rushes by a barricade at one of the most dan-

gerous intersections in Sarajevo July 17. Bosnian Serbs have increased shelling
_ and sniper attacks on civilian targets in the Bosnian capital since government

troops canceled last month’s offensive aimed at easing the Serb stranglehold.

can said the papal nuncio in Bosnia,
Archbishop Francesco Monterisi, had
met with Bosnian Serbs at their request
to hear their point of view on recent de-
velopments.

" - The Vatican said the papal representa-

tive used the occasion to “express an €n-
ergetic condemnation of the violence
and unjust methods used by Bosnian
Serbs toward the civilian populations
and U.N. forces in Bosnia.” He also de-
nounced any solutions based on “ethnic
cleansing,” the removal of ethnic groups
from specific Bosnian territories.

While the Vatican repeatedly has de-

rdinal: Faith deepening

as cancer treatment begins

By Jay Copp _
Catholic News Service

. CHICAGO — As Car-
dinal  Joseph L.
Bernardin prepared for
chemotherapy following
his cancer surgery, he -
said that coming to
grips with his mortality
has deepened his faith.

“I've experienced an
intimacy with the Lord
I've never experienced
before,” the 67-year-old
Chicago prelate told re-
porters. “I've put myself totally in his
hands.”

On July 10 — the 13th anniversary of
his appointment as archbishop of Chica-
go — Cardinal Bernardin began a 28-day
regime of chemotherapy and radiation
treatment at Loyola University Medical
Center. He had surgery there June 12 to
remove a cancerous kidney and a malig-

~nant tumor at the head of his pancreas.

- Pancreatic cancer is one of the most
deadly forms of cancer and has one of
the highest rates of recurrence, but doc-
tors said early detection may have signifi-

-cantly improved the cardinal’s odds of

long-term survival.

Meeting with reporters July 6, Cardi-
nal Bernardin said he was “ahead of
schedule” in his recovery from surgery.

He said he lost 16-peunds after the op-
eration and has suffered fatigue and had
trouble sleeping. But he “intends to re-
sume his duties in early September, he
said.

Facing cancer “enabled me to see more
clearly what is essential and nonessen-
tial,” he said. “So much time is spent on
frivolous things.”

He said he has been spending his time

v
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin

reading, listening to
opera and attending
Mass. He also confers
on archdiocesan issues
with Auxiliary Bishop
Raymond E. Goedert,
whom he placed in
charge of day-to-day ad-
ministration during his
recuperation.

He said he has been
going through some of
the cards and letters he
received ‘and found
many of the letters
“very moving.”

Among well-wishers who have tele-
phoned the cardinal were President Clin-

ton and Mother Teresa, whose Missionar- |

ies of Charity have a community in
Chicago.

Father Ken Velo, head of the Catholic

Church Extension Society and a close

- friend of the cardinal, told reporters that
Clinton called from a golf cart during a
round of golf to offer the cardinal his
support and encouragement.

“Mother Teresa said she was grateful
for all his help in the past and said the
prayers of her sisters are with him,” the

riest said.

To help regain his strength, Cardinal
Bernardin has begun to take daily walks
of 12 blocks or so around his neighbor-
hood. Passers-by regularly wave to him or
stop him to wish him well and tell him
they are praying for him.

Father Michael Place, research theolo-
gian for the archdiocesan curia, said Car-
dinal Bernardin is determined to contin-
ue his ministry and is not considering re-
tiring. . |

“His life is given to the mission of the
church,” he said. “As long as he’s able to
do it, he'll do it.” ,

plored human rights violations in
Bosnia, such an explicit condemnation
regarding Bosnian Serbs was unusual.
The Vatican said it agreed to meet with
the Bosnian Serbs only because it did not

. want to leave any possible path toward

peace unexplored. It said the meetings
involved an exchange of views, but no
mediation on the part of the Holy See.

Meanwhile, the president of the Ger-
man bishops’ conference, Bishop Karl
Lehmann of Mainz, appealed to the head
of the Serbian Orthodox Church, Pauri-
arch Pavle, to use whatever influence he
had to help end the “acts of inhuman bar-
barism” in Bosnia. ‘

Bishop Lehmann said no military or
political objective can justify the expul-
sion of entire populations. He sent the
message July 14, after the fall of Sre-
brenica.
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