<
&

.-':31
A

ORANE AT R L

% R R

saFon

PAGE 12 THURSDAY, JULY 13, 1995

— COMMENTARY

Martha was as much a disciple as Mary

By Father Richard P. McBrien
Syndicated columnist

Not much is known about St. Martha

(her feast day is July 29). Along with -

her sister Mary, she received Christ
into her home in Bethany and wit-
nessed the raising of their brother
Lazarus from the dead.

By the time Jesus arrived, Lazarus
had already been in the tomb four
days. When Martha heard that Jesus
was on the way, she went out to meet
him. Her manner was, to say the least,
straightforward.

“Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died,” she
began. “But even now I know that God
will give you whatever you ask of him.”
(John 11:21-29). '

When Jesus assured Martha that her
brother would rise again, she replied:
“I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day. Then
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrec-
tion and the life. Those who believe in
me, even though they die, will live, and
everyone who lives and believes in me
will never die. Do you believe this?” he
asked her.

Martha answered, “Yes, Lord, I be-
lieve that you are the Messiah, the Son
of God, the one coming into the
world” (11:24-27).

Later, after her weeping sister Mary
also went out to meet the Lord, Jesus
was himself moved to tears and or-
dered the bystanders to take.away the
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stone at Lazarus’s tomb.

The ever practical Martha warned
that “already there is a stench because
he has been dead four days” (11:39).
But Jesus reminded her of what he had
said earlier, that whoever believes in
him will “see the glory of God” (11:40).

After Jesus raised Lazarus from the
dead, many Jews believed in him, but
some others were troubled and report-
ed what he had done to the Pharisees.
A meeting of the council was called,
and “from that day on they planned to
put him to death” (11:53). So Jesus
quietly slipped out of town with his dis-
ciples. :
He returned to Bethany six.days be-
fore Passover to the home of Lazarus,

Martha, and Mary, who gave a dinner

for him. “Martha served,” the Gospel

reports, while Mary anointed Jesus’
- feet with “costly perfume” (12:2, 3).

In Luke’s account, Jesus enters
Bethany on his way to Jerusalem (9:51).
It is Martha who welcomes Jesus into
their home, where her sister Mary
takes a position at his feet in order to
listen to his words.

Luke observes that Mértha was “dis- |

tracted by her many tasks” and that she
wasn’t a bit happy about the fact that
her sister had left her “to do all the
work” by herself. Martha asked Jesus

bluntly if he cared about that inequity. *

But she didn’t wait for an answer. “Tell
her then to help me,” she said (10:40).

But Jesus refused to side with
Martha over Mary. “Martha, Martha,”
he replied, “you are worried and dis-
tracted by many things; there is need
of only one thing. Mary has chosen the
better part, which will not be taken
away from her” (10:42).

The “one thing” at the heart of the
lesson Jesus would have Martha learn is
not, as one biblical scholar lightly re-
marked, that one should prepare a
casserole rather than a seven-course
meal. Rather, the “one thing” is the
word of Jesus, and Marthas and Marys
need to listen to it.

In the course of church history, this
brief episode has been the object of
much commentary, especially by those
who-would insist on-the primacy of
contemplation over the active life, as if .

the two were mutually opposed.

But  contemplation-versus-action
isn’t really the central issue here. After
all, the church’s truly great spiritual
guides — St. Benedict, about whom we
wrote last week, St. Catherine of Siena
and St. Ignatius of Loyola — have had
no difficulty in keeping the two in
proper balance.

What is striking, because it is so ob-
viously countercultural, about the inci-
dent reported in Luke’s Gospel is that
Jesus was alone with two women who
were not his relatives; he allowed a
woman (Martha) to serve him; he
taught a woman (Mary) in her own
house; and he accepted women as dis-
ciples on an equal basis with men.

A superficial reading of the
Martha/Mary story over the centuries
has led many to view Martha merely as
a kind of spiritual foil for Mary. But
that misses the story’s most significant

point about the meaning of disciple- '

ship and the equal capacity of women
for it.

To confine Martha to the kitchen,
therefore, is to forget that when Jesus
proclaimed to her that he is “the resur-
rection and the life” (John 11:25), she
immediately confessed her belief in
him as the Messiah and the Son of God
(11:27).

By that confession of faith, Martha
was as much a disciple as Mary. Both

had heard the Lord’s word and. re- .

sponded-to it.
Both these women.
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Boarding at our new location

FAIRPORT NAVIGATION INC.
10 Liﬁbridge Lane West, Fairport

(Across the Canaf Path)

Dine With Us Aboard The
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Captains Buffet |
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Finally!!

“The music you’ve been asking for is here”

“All new recording...over 50 minutes of beautiful music...
...exquisite performance by recording artist Keith Wells...”

Here I Am, Lord

Be Not Afraid

On Eagle’s Wings

Prayer of St. Francis

Mail check or money order with the form below:
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Make Check Payable to: Oty. Price Total"

Golden Lyre Records Compact Disc $15.95

P.O. Box 1100 , Cassette Tape $12.95

West Acton, MA 01720 Shipping/Handiing . $.295
Total Enclosed

Name.

Hosea

And Many More!!!
Not Sold In Stores

Address

City
100% 30-day money back guarantee!

OPPEDISANO’S BOOTERY

A Family Tradition in Quality Footwear Since 1924
12 North Main Street - Honeoye Falls - (716) 624-1707
Mon.-Thurs. 9-6:30; Fri. 9-8; Sat. 9-5:30
+ Custom Arches - Orthopedic Prescriptions .
« ‘Professional Fitting and Personalized Service b
Come in today for a free professional shoe fitting. .

THE SHOE THAT BRINGS
PEOPLE TO THEIR FEET.

P W.MINOR

People with diabetes, arthritis or orthopaedic problems of the foot find
comfort, support, stability and mobility in Xtra Depthe shoes.
Xtra Depthe shoes by P.W. Minor are available in 150 sizes and widths, 85
styles and 12 foot shapes for both men and women.

————a—— —————=—=————

, $15.00 OFF

in stock or special order

| All Xtra Depth. Comfort Shoes
L Offer expires July 31, 1995
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