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New study shows ignorance 
of secular institute vocation 

WASHINGTON (CNS) - According to 
a recent study, U.S. Catholics who belong 
to secular institutes say one of the biggest 
problems they face is the ignorance of 
other Catholics about who they are or 
what they do. 

If that obstacle can be overcome, "a 
significant number of single lay people 
may discover that the vocation is the one 
for which they are searching, the one to 
which God is calling them," concludes a 
summary of the study. 

Members of secular institutes conse­
crate their lives to God in ways somewhat 
similar to the consecration of members 
of religious orders, but they are not reli­
gious sisters or brothers. Most continue 
to work in their regular job or profession, 
wear no distinctive garb and live in their 
own home rather than in community. 

The study, funded by the Raskob Foun­
dation, was conducted by a three-mem­
ber research committee of the U.S. Con­
ference of Secular Institutes. 

Based on an in-depth survey of 168 
members of the seven largest U.S. secular 
institutes, it was the first such study of 
U.S. institutes to be done. 

The study analyzed diree main sub­
groups among secular institute members: 

• Externs, who make up the majority 
of all those in secular institutes — mostly 
women who live in their own residence 
and hold a secular job. 

• Interns, also mostly women, who 
usually reside together in small groups 
and most often work for the institute's 
particular apostolate. 

• Diocesan priests, who work in their 
assigned parish or diocesan jobs but join 
an institute after ordination for support 
in spiritual growth and as a means of spe­
cial dedication to God. 

Pope Pius XII established secular insti­

tutes as a church reality in 1947 widi a 
papal document recognizing institutes 
whose members — by or clerical — pro­
fess the evangelical counsels in the world 
and engage in apostolic work but do not 
practice a religious life in common. 

Since then, according to the summary, 
170 secular institutes have been formed 
around the world with a combined mem­
bership of more than 60,000. 

In the United States diere were just 
seven approved branches with a few 
members in the 1950s. Now there are 
more than 25 with a combined member­
ship of about 1,000. 

At least one institute, the Caritas 
^Christi Secular Institute for Women of 
Pontifical Right, has a chapter in die Dio­
cese of Rochester. 

Secular institute members take vows or 
promises of consecration to the evangeli­
cal counsels, including celibate chastity. 

Most members support themselves 
and must provide their own medical and 
retirement care. 

The study was undertaken primarily to 
see whether differences of European cul­
tures, where most of the secular institutes 
were formed and have dieir international 
headquarters, posed problems for Amer­
ican institute members. This proved not 
to be the case. 

Instead, die summary said, die study 
revealed that die biggest difficulty most 
members faced was widespread igno-
ranee of consecrated secular institutes as 
a way of life in die church. 

EDITORS' NOTE: The full study, "Ad­
justing to a Secular Institute Lifestyle," costs 
$20 a copy, including postage and handling. 
It is'available from U.S. Conference of Secu­
lar Institute, P.O. Box 4556, Washington, 
D.C. 20017. 
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Support for Spiritual Growth 
• A comfortable place where you are welcome to meet others 
for shared quiet or fellowship 

• A wide variety of prayer and meditation groups focussing 
on life issues and self-awareness, such as the Progoff Intensive 
Journal, Prayer Walking, Centering Prayer, Rosary Group etc. 

• Hospitality for prayer and reflection groups, ministry teams, 
and programs for adult faith developement. 

• On-going spiritual direction to support people in their 
awareness of God's activitiy in their everyday lives. 

• Facilitators' Training Program developing leaders for 
small faith sharing groups. 

• Flexible arrangements can be made to accommodate the 
needs and resources of those in ministry. 

Retreat Accommodations 
• The center offers hospitality for individual and group 

retreats, and can accommodate up to 38 people overnight. This 
includes kitchens and dining rooms, and meeting rooms for up 
to 55 people. 

B o r r o m e o Prayer Center 
3011 Dewey Avenue, Rochester, N e w York 14616 

(7l6)663-5&56 
Mrs. Patricia Scouten, Administrator/Ft Francis Blighton, Director 

RETROUVA1LLE 
j.lA LIFELINE 

Intema^^t^tjte|ic\4inistry 
D e s i g n e ^ r ^ ^ p | s Heal 

Their Ttrot 

Serving the Rochester Cfei^^8ft^ Sulrounding Areas 
isfV| / 

Retrouvaille is coordinated by: 
Jerry & Trudy Monaghan igncl Fr. Leo Klem, CSB 

Inquires & participatoii are confindential 

All Faiths Weicoji*ig...Of)en To All 
For further information please call 716-621-2901 

Catholic Golden Age 
Prince of Peace Chapter 

P.O. Box 67544 • Rochester, NY 14617 

CGA mission is to share the benefits and opportunities of men 
and women, 50 and over, through spiritual, educational and 

social programs throughout the year, networking on life-cycle aging issues. 
Donations are made to diocesan charities. 

Presently membership includes forty-two parishes in the diocese; 
150 members. Regular meetings April-December. 
November 5,1995 Fifth Anniversary Celebration 

St. Ann's Home, 
Sunday, August 20th 2pm 

St. John Fisher Col lege Basil Hall B-135 
Sunday, September 17th and October 8th, 2pm 

716-467-3398 
-"*-'•** Irene H. Peters, President 

The "95-9^ 
Diocesan 
Directory! 
Pre-order at last 
year's prices! 

This 150-page loose-leaf book is 
your guide to every parish, 
office, agency and organization 
in the 12-county Diocese of 
Rochester. It contains tele­
phone listings for all clergy and 
church personnel, as well as 
complete Mass schedules 
for every parish in the dio­
cese! 

Mail orders may be placed by 
sending the coupon below — with 
payment — to the address indicated 
on the coupon. 
• Limited quantities of 1994-1995 Directory still available. Call 716-328-4340 * 

Pre-order deadline 
August 10th, 1995 

Directory Pages 
with Binders 

1-3 sets $15 each 
4 or more sets $12 each 

Directory Pages only 
1-3 sets $9.50 each 
4-6 sets $8.00 each 
7 or more sets $7.00 each 
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1 1995-96 DIOCESAN DIRECTORY c/o CATHOLIC COURIER J 

1150 BUFFALO ROAD, ROCHESTER, NY 14624 I 
Enclosed please find $. 
Enclosed please find $. 
Total enclosed: $ 
Name^ 

. for page sets only 

. for page sets with binders 

Address 
City State Zip 

• (Please make checks payable to Catholic Courier Directory) 
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