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Diocese fills two new positions created through Pastoral Plan

By Lee Strong

Senior staff writer

ROCHESTER — The Diocese of

Rochester this week continues the imple-
" mentation of its synod pastoral plan by
filling two positions created by the plan.

Effective July 1, 1995, Suzanne G.
Schnittman will become the diocese’s
Consistent Life Ethic coordinator, and
Karen Rinefierd will become the coordi-
nator for Young Adult, Adult and Famil
Faith Formation. :

A parishioner of St. Mary’s Parish in
Rochester, Schnittman is the president of
Feminists for Life. She recently complet-
ed a stint as a visiting assistant professor
at Hobart and William Smith Celleges in
Geneva. She holds a doctorate in. history
from the University of Rochester.

As Consistent Life Ethic coordinator,
Schnittman will be responsible for sup-
porting parishes as they implement the
consistent life ethic, which encompasses
such life issues as abortion, war, the

death penalty and euthanasia. She will
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provide parishes with education and
training, and help in creating networks
for mutual support and information.
Meanwhile, Rirefierd has been work-
ing as a part-time consultant to the dioce-
san- Department of Evangelization and
Catechesis since 1992. She is a member
of the University of Rochester’s Newman
Community, where she has served as di-
rector of religious education. She holds
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two master’s degrees — in education
from the University of Rochester and in
pastoral ministry from Boston College —
and is a candidate for a master of divini-

- ty degree at St. Bernard’s Institute.
As coordinator of Young Adult, Adult -

and family Faith Formation, Rinefierd
will work during the next five years with
parishes and the staff of the department
of Evangelization and Catechesis to im-
plement Goal 1 of the diocesan Pastoral
Plan, forming Catholics in beliefs, tradi-
tions and spirituality throughout life.
Schnittman views her new position as
a continuation of her education career.
“I've been teaching for a long time,
and this just seemed another aspect of
teaching,” Schnittman remarked.
Schnittman became involved in life
and socialjustice issues approximately 15
years ago while a parishioner at
Rochester’s Blessed Sacrament Church.
At that time, she began working with pro-
moting hunger awareness, then became
active with peace work and the Rochester
Sanctuary Committee. :
In recent years, Schnittman has been
busy with Feminists for Life. The organi-

. zation espouses a consistent-life view, and

also seeks to counter the notion that fem-
inism is integrally linked to abortion-
rights advocacy.

“It isn’t automatically a feminist thing
to do to have an abortion,” Schnittman
observed. “Abortion is violence against
women.”

Initially, Schnittman said, one of her
priorities will be to find out what’s going
on at the parish level.

She also plans to reach out to young
women to present a pro-woman pro-life
message; to support efforts to aid young
women during and after their pregnan-
cies; and to foster the consistent life mes-
sage among people who previously had
tended to focus on just one of the issues.

Rinefierd enters her new job with the
advantage of having done part of it be-
fore. She ran the diocese’s young adult
ministry program in the early 1980s.

Although not yet in her job, Rinefierd -

said she already has begun working on
one of the pastoral plan goals: creating
adult education packets for use in parish-
es. The first three packets — dealing with
ethics in the work place, reading Scrip-
tures and how adults pray — will be ready
for use this fall, she said.

Additional priorities will be to find out
what is already going on in parishes in
terms of young adult, adult and family

" faith formation, and to provide training

and education opportunities.

One group with which she sees the
need for a great deal of work is young
adults. :

“It’s a difficult group to réach because
of the diversity,” Rinefierd observed.
“They are wrestling with faith, not really
at ease with the church in those years.”

As for families, Rinefierd plans to have
nationally known family catechist Kath-
leen Chesto return to the diocese in Oc-
tober. Chesto, who created the catecheti-
cal program known as F.LR.E. — Family-
Centered Intergenerational Religious Ed-
ucation — visited the diocese in March to
present workshops.
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