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‘Rescued pilot credits God s love, Marines’ heroics

WASHINGTON (CNS) — While ev-
eryone was hailing him as a hero, Capt.
Scott F. O’Grady, the downed Air Force
pilot who was rescued June 8 from
northern Bosnia, credited his faith, his
training and heroic Marines for bring-
ing him home.

“The first thing I want to do is thank
God. If it wasn’t for God’s love for me
and my love for God I wouldn’t be
here,” he said at a press conference held'
at an air base in Aviano, Italy, two days
after his dramatic rescue.

“He’s the one who delivered me. I
‘know it in my heart,” added the 29-year-
old O’Grady.

“When I was out there, I heard all
your prayers; heard them loud and
clear,” he told a cheering crowd June 11
at Andrews Air Force Base in Maryland
just outside Washington. ‘

He was greeted there by his stepfa-
ther, William O’Grady of Alexandria,
Va., and his mother, Mary Lou Scarda-
pane, who lives in Seattle, where she is
a member of St. Benedict’s Catholic
Church. Also on hand were his brother

and sister, Paul and Stacy, his grand- |

mother and grandfather and several
hundred onlookers. _

For the six days O’Grady was in the
Bosnian forest after his F-16 was shot
down June 2, he survived on ants, grass

|
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- Shown here at the U.S. Aviano air base June 9, Captain Scoft F. O’Grady cel-

ebrates his rescue from Bosnian Serb territory after he was shot down last
week. O’Grady credited his faith, his training and heroic Marines for bring-

and rainwater. He said he avoided cap- 7 0O’Grady everywhere he has gone since

ture by Serbian soldiers patrolling with-
in a few yards of his hiding place by
lying face -down in the bushes, his cam-
otiflage helping him to hide.

" While a hero’s welcome has greeted

his rescue, the 29-year-old pilot has
downplayed any hardship he endured
and said the real heroes are the Marines
who rescued him. He also said the only
way he could accept any accolades for

&

himself would be is people extend warm
wishes to everyone else in the military.

The survival skills that O’Grady used
throughout his six days in the Bosnian
forest were honed in training in the
forests of northeastern Washington, ac-
cording to The Spokesman-Review, the
daily newspaper of Spokane, Wash. In
1991, O’Grady was enrolled in what is
described as a grueling 17-day program
at Fairchild Air Force Base.

O’Grady was commissioned in the
Air Force in 1989, after graduating with
honors from Embry-Riddle Aeronauti-
cal University in Florida and serving in
the school’s Air Force ROTC program.
Before_his assignment to the Balkans,
O’Grady had flown F-16s in Germany
and Italy.

Born in Brooklyn, in 1965, O’Grady
grew up in Spokane, where he attended
Cataldo Catholic Grade School. He was
enrolled at Gonzaga Prep briefly before
transferring to public high school,
Lewis and Clark High School, where he
played wide receiver on the football
tearn.

O’Grady is very steady, levetheaded
and intelligent,” Jim McMullen told the
newspaper. His son graduated with O’-
Grady from high school. “We’re not
talking about just anybody. Scott is a re-
markable young man.”
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By Jay Copp _
Catholjc News Service:

CHICAGO - Cardinal Joseph L.

-Bernardin of Chicago was resting well
~-after cancer surgery June 12, doctors at

Loyola University Medical Center said.
.Dr. Gerard V. Aranha, Loyola’s chief
of surgical oncelogy, told reporters that
during seven hours of surgery doctors:
~ Removed the cardinal’s right kid-
ney, which was.cancerous.

+Removed a small growth on the
liver and found it was benign.

*Removed a growth the size of a golf
ball at the head of the pancreas.

He said it would take up to 48 hours
to determine whether the pancreatic
mass was malignant.

" Dr. Warren Furey, the cardinal’s per-
sonal physician, said, “At every juncture
what we had was good news. Everything

. that happened gave us reason to be-
:  hopeful.”

Aranha said the cardinal, who is 67,
took the operation well and did not
need any blood transfusions.

He said there was no_ relation be-
tween the cancer on the kidney and the
growth on the pancreas. :

For the growth on the pancreas, he
said, surgeons performed what is called
a Whipple procedure: They removed 40
percent of the pancreas, 40 percent of
the. stomach, 25 percent of the small in-
testine, the gall bladder and part of the
bile duct. .

He said the cardinal would be hospi-
talized for about a week, and it would
take about three weeks to get back to-
normal life.

He said the remaining portion of the

pancreas is enough to carry on the
gland’s normal functions and the cardi-
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Cardinal Joseph Bernardin was said

to be resting comfortably after un-
dergoing surgery for pancreatic
cancer earlier this week.
nal will not be a diabetic.

The pancreas has two main func
tions, controlling blood sugar levels and
providing digestive juices to the small

_ intestine.

Dr. Richard Fisher, director of the
Loyola Cancer Center, said that if the
mass.at the head of the pancreas turns
out to be malignant, there is a 90 per-
cent chance it will come back. In that
case Cardinal Bernardin may undergo
chemotherapy or radiation treatment,
he said.

Aranha said early detection and

surgery has probably improved the car- |

dinal’s odds of surviving for five years

or more to about 20-25 percent.
Pancreatic cancer is one of the dead-

liest, with an overall five—year survival
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Cardinal restlng after cancer surgery

rate of 3 percent.

Before entering surgery at 7:40 am.,
Cardinal Bernardin celebrated Mass in
his hospital room with one or two
priest-friends.

Auxiliary Bishop Raymond E. Goed-
ert, archdiocesan vicar general, said

“that shortly after the operation Cardi-

nal Bernardin met with his sister, Elaine
Addison of Columbia, S.C., and two
priests. He said Addison and the priests
came away from the visit very encour-
aged.
- Chicagoans who attended a midday
Mass for the cardinal at Holy Name
Cathedral said they felt touched and
strengthened by his apparent serenity
and faith when he learned he had can-
cer.

He told reporters before entering the
hospital that he was “trying to practice
what' | preach” by putting himself in
God’s hands.”

“He’s a terrific example,” said Dan
Costello, a seminarian who attended
the Mass. “I'd be a basket case. He’s
free of anxiety. He’s so cool-tempered.

“It’s typical behavior for him,” Costel-
lo added. “He practices what he preach-
€s. :
~“I identify with him,” said Linda
Lawyer, who successfully battled cancer
two years ago. “It’s a supreme opportu-
nity for him for getting closer to God.
He’s already close to God.”

“He’s a great symbol of Chicago,”
said Pam Hayes, a Chicagoan who trav-
els a lot in her work.

“He’s such a stable force,” she added.

Contributing to this story was Jerry Fil-
teau in Washington.
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OCTOBER 7th - 21st
2 WEEK, 3 ISLAND DELUXE, .,
ESCORTED TOUR

Rochester's most popular deluxe,
escorted tour to Hawaii! We invite
you to compare. Featuring our
exclusive guide - Mr. Ed Kahalg!
- THIS IS ALWAYS A SELLOUT...
DON'T DELAY, CALL TODAY

Great Fall Fohage Tri
(Escorted From Rocheste f é,.ei’:

OCT. 25-29
$849.00 p.p./db! includes:
Round trip Airfare; Hotel
Accomodations; 4 Breakfasts and 4
Dinners; 7 Shows; Sightseeing Tour of
Branson; All Taxes and gratuities.
BE SURE TO GET YOUR
RESERVATIONS IN NOW!
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