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S. John Wilkin/Staff photographer 
Shannon Von Hagn, a parishioner at Elmira's Our Lady of Lourdes Church and member of the Diocesan Youth Com
mittee, listens intently during a workshop at a National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministries leadership meeting. 
The April convocation was held at St. Mary Our Mother School in Horseheads. 

Elmira teen embraces 
her extra involvement 
By Mike Latona 
Staff writer 

ELMIRA — It started with a simple 
phone call last September. 

That night, Shannon Von Hagn re
calls, her parish's new youth minister, 
Lisa Johnson, asked if she'd be interest
ed in serving on the Diocesan Youth 
Committee. 

Although Shannon complied, she ad
mitted "I had really no idea what was 
going on." 

Indeed, it was difficult to fathom how 
immensely her involvement with 
Catholic youths would grow in the next 
few months. 

Certainly Shannon had not been idle 
up to that point. She had been an altar 
server at Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

'for several years; sung in the church choir; 
and been actively involved in youth group 
as well. 

Yet through a new concept in parish 
youth ministry and her duties with the 
Diocesan Youth Committee, Shannon's 
world has expanded quickly. 

She noted that youth-group activities 
have become more plentiful since John
son was hired last year as full-time youth 
minister for Our Lady of Lourdes and 
Eastside Catholic Parish. 

"We're more into whole diocesan 
things. Before, we'd do a lot of things 
within our youth group and now we're 
doing things to help the community," 
said Shannon, 17. "People (in youth 
group) were a little iffy if they wanted 
to go the whole nine yards, but we've 
had pretty good success." 

As far as social events go, Our Lady of 
Lourdes teens have occasionally linked 
up with Eastside Catholic Parish youths 
for get-togethers such as lock-ins and 
picnics. More recently, Shannon and 
friends from several Southern Tier 
parishes went on a white-water rafting 
excursion in Pennsylvania over Memor
ial Day weekend. 

As a DYC member, Shannon has 
served on an "icebreaker committee" for 
the diocesan Junior High Youth Rally 
being held June 4 at the State Universi
ty of New York College at Geneseo. DYC 

members are also responsible for plan
ning and staffing much of the Diocesan 
Youth Convention in early August. That ' 
gathering for high-schoolers will also 
take place at the Geneseo campus. 

Shannon noted that she's already 
working hard oh encouraging her Our 
Lady of Lourdes peers to become fellow 
participants in the second annual dioce
san convention. 

"We didn ' t go (last year). We knew 
about it, but we didn't have an adult who 
had that kind of time to take us," Shan
non explained. "Now I'm recruiting peo
ple, saying, 'You have to go; you'll nave 
fun, trust me!'" 

Although Shannon is one of the few 
Southern Tier members on the DYC, 
she said she's grown close to other 
diocesan representatives through com
mittee meetings held each month. 

"It's awesome. They're just, like, the 
greatest people I've ever met," Shannon 
said. "This kind of stuff is important to 
me — being involved and talking with 
people who understand where I'm com
ing from. They have the same general 
conclusions." 

Johnson noted that Shannon has em
braced her added responsibilities with 
great enthusiasm. 

"She does the best of any kids in ei
ther parish (Lourdes or Eastside) as far 
as fundraising," Johnson said. "She's a 
very all-around, active and caring com
munity member. 

"I guess the best way to put it is, she's 
living out her Christian faith." 

At Elmira Free Academy, where Shan
non is nearing the end of her jun ior 
year, she is an honor student and also 
performs with drama club and choir. 

This jam-packed schedule, however, 
doesn't leave much time for her part-
rime job. Shannon admitted that she got 
into "a bit of a disagreement" at work 
about the amount of time she was taking 
off for upcoming parish and diocesan 
events, but her supervisor eventually re
lented after Shannon explained how im
portant it was for her to attend. 

"She just kind of sighed and said, 'All 
right, Shannon, '" the Elmira teenager 
laughed. 
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M l . DOMINIC'S 
AtltKJL4KE 

Fine /ta/Zan Cuisine 
Delidous appetizers; soupsj veaL ' 
dishes, vegetarian, chicken,, fish, 

and homemade pasta; 

10% Senior Discount 

Serving Lunch & Dinner 

4699 Lake Ave. 

865-4630 

A Special Place for Special People 

JUNE SPECIALS 
PASTA PORTABELLO '12.95 
Grilled portabello mushrooms served with 
tomatoes, olives, mushrooms in a white 
wine sauce over pasta. 
GRILLED MAITRE'D RIB 42.95 
Grilled with crushed peppercorns and 
served on a sizzler. 
PORTOFINO '16.95 
Lobster, shrimp, scallops and crabmeat, 
served in olive oil with garlic, black olives 
and artichoke hearts. Seryed over pasta. 
VEAL PORTERHOUSE '16.95 
Choice of veal chop complemented with an 
elegant marsala sauce, potato, vegetable and 
tossed salad. 

*- Serving Lunch Tues.-Fri. 
Dinner Mon.-Sat 

Located Down the Jtoad (torn the Greece Marriott 
831FetznerRd. 

r < i | comer Maiden Lane 
, , J | 225-2500 
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6&UNTRY HOtJSKiuiSmiSMOT 

One of Wayne County's Finest 
Restaurant & Party Houses. 

F i n e s e r v i c e , a' g r e a t v i e w , 
.wonderful food, and.£ marvelous 
m e n u a f e ' j u s t t h e b e g i n n i n g . 

Choose from between 10 and 12 
daily specials. Sunday Specials from 
our country ovens include Roast Leg 
of Montana Lamb, and Fresh Roast 
Pork served with country dressing 
and pan gravies. 

Serving lunches Tues.-Fri. from 
11:30am; dinners Tues.-Sat. from 
5pm; Sun. 12:30-7:30 pm. Closed 
Monday. 

A BIG CITY MENU AT COUNTRY PRICES 

Reservations are Recommended 
(315)483-9154 • 6007 Lake Rd., Sodus, NY 

UMOiurt ^ 

ZAMIARA'S 
PARTY HOUSE & RESTAURANT 

(Located in Historic Doud Post) 

• Glass of Wine [ 
. or soda for the 

entire table with 
! coupon J 

Don't Forget Our 

FAMOUS 
FRIDAY 

FISH FRY 
Includes coffee & dessert 

Serving 4pm til 

Call us for your: 
Private Parties, Weddings 

Business Meetings, Showers 
Rehearsal Dinners 

or Any Special Occasion! 

898 Buffalo Rd. 
235-3775 

Restaurant & Cocktail Lounge 

Prime Rib Special 
Every Saturday. 
Come Join Us! 

Fresh Haddock Broiled 
or Fish Fry 

served everyday 
Party Room for gatherings 

of up to 60 people 
430 Spencerport Road 
(corner of Long Pond) 

(716)247-7690 


