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Durmg hIS ordmatlon and lnstallatlon S

Bishop Moynihan declares promise to serve

his new diocese’s staylng and straymg

By Peter Duffy
Guest contributor

SYRACUSE — A half-hour before he
was to be ordained and installed as the
ninth bishop of Syracuse, James M.-
Moynihan slipped unnoticed into the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Concep-
tion rectory.

Across the street, at the Chancery,
]ohn Cardinal O’Connor of New York
‘wasn’t so lucky. He was followed closely
by priests, photographers, reporters and
-plenty of others. -

. Howeyver, the Syracuse dlocese s new
-bishop didn’t stay unnomceable for too
long. . .
" During a song-filled, threc-hour cere-
- mony at the diocesan cathedral May 29, -
. Bishop Moy#ithai was first ordained a
“bishop and then installed as the spiri:

tual leader of the Catholic diocese be- .|.
- fore a standing-room-only crowd, which |
‘included hundreds of blShOpS and
- priests and apprommaxe[y 1 000 mvrted

. guests.’ ' o
*” “I am home,” Blshop Moymhan smd
. during remdrks near the end of the.cer:
- emony: “I feel-at home. And.I thank you '
: for making me feel that way.” L

In his homlly, Cardinal O’Connor in-
structed ‘the niew ’olshop 1o’ be a “holy
bishop. - 7
“I'you are to watch over God s people

.+ YOU must first watch over yourself spn*—
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< itually,” he said. “All of your charisms, all
é of your experience, all of your gifts will
¢ enrich the church of Syracuse. But none
* will-be-meaningful-without the-most ima--
portant gift of all: the gift of holiness.
If you will forgive me you must be a holy
“bishgp. .
. “You How ar¢ axoluntary prisaner of
the church.of Syracuse,” the cardinal
: said later in. hls talk. “A prisoner of love.
- I know that you will love your ~peop]e
! “and T'knovethey will love you.”

- Bishop Moyhihan, a priest of the Dio-
cese of Rochester, served as the associ-
ate secretary general of the Catholic Near
East Welfare Association for the past four

. years. In addition to: » ‘number of ad-
. ministrative-positions in his native dio-
a ‘ccse,"h@servedfas pastor of St. joscph’
Church in Penfield from 1976 fo 1991.
He graduated from St. Andrew’s and
St. Bernard’s Seminary in Rochester in
1954. He later received a doctorate in
canon law from the Gregorian University
in Rome in 1961.
Auxiliary Bishop Thomas Costello |. ;
read the apostolic letter’ from Pope John' |-
Paul H, which called Bishop-designate
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(Photo at left) Bishop
Moynihan (right) greets
Monsignor William H.
Shannon outside the
cathedral following the
ceremony. (Above) Car-
dinal O’Connor bless-
es Bishop Moynihan as
the Book of Gospels is
placed over his head.

Moymhan (left) recelves the Book of Gospels from John Car-
dinal O’Connor of New York during Bishop Moynihan’s, May 29 ordination and

installation at the Cathedral of thelmmaculate Conception in Syracuse.

i Moymhan to ordmanon ay’ the blshop
“of Syracuse. Ma God’

race and
peace be always ‘with you- and with the
entire Catholic Community,” the letter
read in part;-“which in Christ we hold
so very déar: and which through you, we
bless with a wﬂhng and paternal spirit.”

' After hisHomily, Cardinal ©’Connor
quesnoned ‘the then-blshop-desxgnate
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about his resolve to fulfill the responsi-

; bilities of the bishop’s office. :
During the Litany of the Saints, Bish-
* op-designate Moynihan lay prostrate on
2 the floor. “You will lie prostrate, " the
" cardinal said during his homily, “seem-
- ingly helpless, as our divine Lord on the
- ¢ross was seemingly helpless ... Only

Whﬁ‘.n he was. powgrless was. hc n’!finlte- )

" ly (powerful).”

Cardinal O’Connor placed his hands
on the bxshop—desxgnate invoking the
power of the Holy Spirit. The coconse-
crators — retiring Bishop Joseph O'Keefe
and Bishop Matthew H. Clark of
Rochester — then imposed their hands,
followed by all of the bishops in atten-
dance. At this moment in the ceremo-
ny, James M. Moynihan officially became
a bishop.

The Book of Gospels was then placed
over the bishop’s head as sign of the
power of God’s word, while the bishops
joined in the Prayer of Consecration,
which invoked the power of the Holy
Spirit upon the bishop and spoke of the
importance and role of the bishop in
the church community.

The bishop’s head was then anointed
with sacred chrism and he was present-
ed with the Book of the Gospels. He was
then invested with the signs of his of-
fice — the ring, symbolizing his author-
ity and espousal to the church; the miter,
a sign of his role as herald of truth; and
the pastoral staff, a sign of his role as
spiritual shepherd.

Bishop Moynihan next took his place
at the cathedra, the bishop’s chair. At this
moment, he became the ninth bishop
of Syracuse.

Later, Bishops O'Keefe and Costello
led Bishop Moynihan through the cathe-
dral as he blessed the assembly.

Continued on page 10




