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Holy Spirit is key to unity in the church 
By Father Albert Shamon 
Courier columnist 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) John 
17:20-26; (Rl) Acts 7:55-60; (R2) Rev­
elation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20. 

So niany of the readings after East­
er turn our thoughts to the Holy Spir­
it, whose feast we celebrate on Pente­
cost. If we were to pick a word to tie 
together this Sunday's readings, it 
would be "Holy Spirit." 

He is called by His name in the first 
reading: "Stephen, filled with the Holy 
Spirit." He is called "life-giving water" 
in die second reading. And Jesus calk 
Him "His glory" in the Gospel. 

The Spirit explains Stephen's life. 
Because he was filled with die Holy 
Spirit, he was able to defend himself 
on die spot, widi no time given to pre­
pare his defense in die face of bitter, 
clever, trained, and implacable foes. 
So forceful was his defense, so ir­
refutable his arguments, that the 
Scribes, Pharisees and the Sadducees 
had no odier recourse but to kill him, 
as diey had Jesus. 

Because of die Spirit, Stephen was 
fearless in the face of death by ston­
ing. Because of die Spirit, Stephen was 

WORD 
FOR 
SUNDAY 

able to pray, like Jesus on die cross, 
dial God forgive his enemies. Stephen's 
prayer turned Saul into Paul. 

In the second reading, John speaks 
of the Spirit as "life-giving water." 

One of die three great feasts cele­
brated every October by the Jews is 
die feast of Tabernacles. During diis 
feast a pitcher of water was drawn 
each day for die feast from die pool of 
Siloam. In solemn procession it was 

carried to die temple altar and offered 
as a libation to God. The water's pour­
ing out recalled die rock in die desert 
from which God brought forth water 
for Israel. It also prefigured the out­
pouring of die Holy Spirit in the-Mes-
siariic Age. 

In Jesus' life, on the last and great­
est day of die feast of Tabernacles, He 
stood up and exclaimed, "Let anyone 
who thirsts come to me and drink. 
Whoever believes in me, as Scripture 
says: * Rivers of living water will flow 
from witiiin him."' St. John says that 
Jesus was referring to the Spirit (Jn.' 
7:37-39). 

Water must be preceded by thirst. 
We must thirst for the Holy Spirit. 
"Let all who desire it accept the gift of 
life-giving water" — "who desire it." 
"If anyone thirst, let him come to me." 
To thirst for die Holy Spirit means to 
pray tilat He come to us. We do not 
pray enough for die Spirit to come to 
us. As the plant needs water, so we 
need to pray for die Spirit's water. As 
the plant dies without water, so our 
spiritual life will die without God's 
Spirit. 

Finally, Jesus gave His aposdes the 
"glory" the Father had given Him. 

Why? "That they may be one, as we 
are one" — the Father and Jesus. In 
other words, the key to unity in the 
church is the Holy Spirit. The sacra­
mental grace of the Mass is precisely 
this great gift: unity. 

In the Eucharistic Prayer (II) we 
pray: "May all of us who receive die 
body and blood 6f Christ be brought 
together in unity by the Holy Spirit" 
Unity's bond is love and love's source 
is God: in the sacrament of love, holy 
Communion, and the God of Love, 
die Holy Spirit. Every Mass should be 
transforming each of us into more and 
more loving people. That is why Au­
gustine said that the church makes 
die Eucharist and die Eucharist makes 
the church — by transforming die as­
sembly of God's people into a com­
munity of loving people. 

When the world sees die church as 
a community of loving people, it will 
realize that God is there. To love even 
one's enemies is not natural. It is su­
pernatural; and those of good will de­
duce this and come into the church. 

For this Jesus prayed: "I have given 
diem the glory you gave me diat they 
may be one, as we are one — that die 
world may believe that you sent me." 
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WE'VE MOVED... 
BUT JUST NEXT DOOR, ACROSS THE PARKINS LOV. 

Visit Our Larger Store 
& New Gift Shop! 

THE '95 GRILLS ARE HERE WITH ALL 
THE NEW SAFETY FEATURES!! 

Look for books for your gardening & grilling 
pleasure, barbeque sauces, garden plaques, unique 

; _ gift items & plenty of 
ZooDoo. We have the 
complete line of Weber 
Grills, cooking 
accessories and repair 
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GRADUATE! 
Publication Date: June 8,1995 

Deadline: May 30,1995 

As members of the Class of '95 prepare 
for graduation, you can send a special salute 
in our annual graduation supplement. Each 
graduate salute is $20 and will look like this: 

t. Congratulations 
Karen! 

We're proud of you. 
Mom, Dad, Joe & Beans 

To place your personal graduation salute, 
complete and mail the form below (with your 
$20 payment) to Catholic Courier Graduates, 
1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, NY 14624 or 
call 716-328-4340 with your credit card 
orders. All major credit cards accepted. 
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i From:. 
I 

City 
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Telephone. 

In-Home Care for 
Children & Elders 

SERVICES /<?/-SENIORS 
& SMALL FRY SERVICES 

• Senior Care 
• Housekeeping 
• Meal Preparation 

I Bonded And Insured 

Child Care 
Transportation 
Companionship 

Call 723 8760 

Respite 
Shopping 
Errands 

Serving Monroe & Surrounding Counties/Eastside office 473-5580 

i ••*V Southview Physical Therapy 
\ J and Sports Rehabilitation 

SOUTHVIEW PHYSICAL THERAPY 
MAKES A DIFFERENCE IN RELIEVING: 
• Neck & Shoulder Pain • Motor Vehicle Injuries 
• Low Back Symptons • Work Related Injuries 

• Tendonitis & Bursitis 
• Knee Problems 
•TMJPain 

CAM. 

271-31580 
i£or Information, 

Marian Carracino, PT 
Director 

WESTFALL PROFESSIONAL PARK • 880 WESTFALL ROAD, SUITE D 


