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St Mary
. Our-Mother,
Horseheads ;

By Mike Latona -

k Staff writer

"~ HORSEHEADS — Travehng south on
Route 14 from Watkins Glen is one of
the most peaceful experiences imagin-
able. The drive features a. sprinkling of -
small villages, terrific scenery and vehi-
cles traveling under the speed limit.

Yet that tranquility only lasts about
15 miles, ungoil signs for Route 17 in the
town of Horseheads begin to appear.
Suddenly, if your window is rolled down,
the buzz of vehicles hurtling through
this busy interchange is waging a deci-
bel-count battle with your car stereo.

.Sitting right at the edge of this
tremendous contrast is the Church of

St. Mary Our Mother. In many ways, the

parish itself has reflected a shift from - |

simpler times to the growth of a boom-
mg community.
‘Mary Smith has belonged to the

' parlsh since 1937, when St. Mary Our

Mother — then known as St. Mary’s —

wis a'simall church in the center of the
‘ largely rufal village of Horscheads.

." “It just had ‘the intimacy ‘of bemg fam-
lly “You never rushed off after Mass,
Srmth recalled. - ' _

“Yet the entire Horseheads communi-

ty experienced a'suddenly guickened' |

s-variouss-industries-moved.4nto: -
the area. In ﬁcgmoted Father Ehomas
TW. Busr, 'pasiof, Horgéheads was ope-of

“the' fastest’-gromng towns in New York '

'state just after World War I1.
Big. chariges at St. Mary's were abun-

' dant tiéa'the titn€ of the parish’s cen-
" tennidl obgervanée in 1965. St. Mary’s
’ :"School hisid Been- open

ed in' 1959 at its
‘¢urrent location, 811 Westlake Street,
and the eight-acre complex had contin-
ted to grow. A chapel in the school was
dedicated in 1964, and it was to serve

. as the parish church for the next 15

“years. A new rectory/admmxstratxon

building opened in 1965.
Also that year, Father Bartholomew

" J. O’Brien added “Our Mother” to. the |

parish and school title during his first
year as pastor. He remained in that role
until his retirement in 1984, and con-
tinues to reside in Horseheads today as
a St. Mary Our Mother parishioner.
The long-awaited new church was ded-

“Best Wishes”
- | Julius A. Carozza - Owner
" Airline -+ Cruises - Amtrak

“We Never Forget Whose Vacation It Is”}

733-8111
319 W. Church Street, Elmira

JMoberLQ, MacNamara (center), puest in residence, blesses the congre-
gation assembled at St. Mary Our Momer Church in Horseheads during a recent '

. Samrday evenlng;Mas&
icated Nov. 10, 1979. Thxs attractive cir-

cular structure had been made possible
by a successful fund drive, noted Roger

‘ joy, who served on the building cam-

paign commiittee.

When the drive was launched on an
autumn Sunday in 1977, Joy had an-
nounced at Mass that day for parish-

. ioners to “stay home today and have your
wallets ready to be emptied — we'll be |

there to help you later this afternoon.”

“We did quite good, actually. We
wound up with over $600,000 pledged
and recovered over 90 percent of i it,” re-
called Joy, a parishioner since 1968.

- Today, according to Father Burr, the
parish serves approximately 1,650 fam-
ilies. “We have young families and a
number of children,” said Father Burr,
who i$ nearing the end of hlS first year

“Best Wtshes”

. school, said enrollment has risen each

- grounds the weekend of June 2-3, when

i HICKORY HOUSE
RESTAURANT
American, Chinese & ltalian Cuisine
Mon.-Fri. 4am¥1 1pm

Sat.-Sun. 11am-11pm
739-2405 + 3443 Watkins, Horseheads

S. John Wilkin/Statt photographer
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as pastor. “We re a very young parish
and growing.”

- The same could be said for St. Mary
Our Mother School. Deacon Daniel R.
Hurley, who also serves as principal of
the pre—kmdergartcmthrough-snxda grade

of the past five years to its current figure |
of 240.

“The pansh has always had education
as one of its major missions, and that’s
reflected in the-strong school and reli- -
gious-education programs,” said Dea-
con Hurley. He added that more.than
500 children are enrolled in religious
education.

Large numbers of people will also be
populating the St. Mary Our Mother

T

SNAPSHOTS

Church of St. Our Mother,
816 W. Broad St., Horseheads
Phone: 607/739-3817
Established: 1865
Current church buile: 1979
Ministerial staff: :
Pastor: Father Thomas W. Burr
Parochial Vicar:
Father Scott M. Kubinski
In Residence:
~ Father Robert C. MacNamara
Deacon/School Principal:
Daniel R. Hurley
Religious-Education Coordmator:
Gail Murray
Religious-Education
Administrator: Flo Fender
Director of Music: Cathy Fargo
Parish Secretary: Joyce Pirozzolo
Parish Council: Linda Stundtner,
Chairwoman

begins at 5 p.m. Friday and noon Sat-
urday.

“The festival draws people from a
large geographic area, and we're also
fortunate that the location is obvious to
people driving by,” Joy said.

“It’s a big one. It's a family-oriented
festival,” added Father Burr, referring
to attractions such as a petting zoo for
children.

As far as the parish’s future goes,
much will be dictated by diocesan Syn-
od recommendations, acknowledged Fa-
ther Burr. .

.. One of the things I'm trying to get
off the ground is smaJrChrlsuan ¢om-
fmmmes, the ;pastor said.

* - Father Burr is also increasing pansh

council from nine to 15 members in an
effort to generate new ideas. Based on
his perception of his people, that goal
should be easily attained.

“Probably this is one of the most ac-
tive parishes I've been in,” he said.

“Congratulations”

Horseheads

Do-it center

* Lumber » Hardware ¢ Plumbing
» Electrical » Kitchen & Bath
» Lawn & Garden ¢ Paint » Masonry
e Gutter ¢ Siding * Roofing

124 North Main St., Horseheads, NY 14845

the annual parish festival takes place. It (607) 796-5616
STEPHEN A. SPAULDING, M.D. “Congratulations”
ProjLifegeémCilgrzhysigian Quality Installation By:
Pediatrics, Bouille Electric Inc.
Adult Medicine, Electrical Contractors
Natural Family Planning, Since 1972
Minor Surgery. (607) 734-6106
535-6080 Elmira, NY

Rt. 14 & 224, Montour Falls

“Serving Our Parish Faithfully”

“Best Wishes to St. Ma1y Our Mother”

q/an Buskirk l’ nch guns'ta[ a%oms ﬁna.

302 West Mlll St. & Grand Central Ave.
Horseheads, NY 14845 » -

739-1301
gam,u 'g. fynag, II

“Best Wishes”

Van Brunt
Cadillac Olds Nissan

Sales » Service ¢ Leasing
3087 Upper Lake Rd., Horseheads, NY 14845
1-800-365-1535
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