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Bishop appoints two pastoral adm1mstrators

By Lee Strong
Senior staff writer

Bishop Matthew H. Clark has an-
nounced the appointment of two new
pastoral administrators, one who is the
first lay man to serve the diocese in this
position. The appointments are effec-
tive June 27.

Dean Francis Condon, a Rochester
native who is currently the director of

Charismatic Renewal Services for the.

Archdiocese of Boston, has been named
pastoral administrator of Guardian An-
gels Parish, 2061 E. Henrietta Road,
Henrietta. )

Guardian Angels suffered the sudden
death of its pastor, Father Richard Hart,
last June 19.

Sister Alice Cooney, SSJ, currently se-
nior ministry associate at St. Theodore’s
Church in Gates, has been named pas-
toral administrator of St. Joseph’s Parish,
6105 Rush-Lima Road, Rush. St. Joseph’s
current pastor, Father Richard O’Con-
nell, is retiring at the end of next month.

As pastoral administrators, Condon
and Sister Cooney will oversee the day-
to-day administration of their respective
parishes. Sacramental ministries — in-

cluding Holy Communion, the sacra-’

ment of reconciliation, baptisms and
marriages — will be administered by
priests acting as sacramental ministers
for the parishes.

Mary Kessler, director of diocesan
Human Resources, noted that sacra-

mental ministers have not yet been
named for the parishes.

Kessler added that both Condon and
Sister Cooney were selected from a can-
didate pool the diocese created in an-
ticipation of pastoral-administrator
openings. The establishment of this pool
made the selection process easier than it
had been in 1994, when Sister Anne
Michelle McGill, SSJ, became the dio-
cese’s first pastoral administrator upon

her appointment at St. Gabriel’s Parish
in Hammondsport.

However, the rest of the process lead-
ing to the placements of Condon and,
Sister Cooney was the same as what had
been done in the Hammondsport ap-
pointment, Kessler observed.

Both St. Joseph’s and Guardian An-
gels parishes went through a discern-

ment process to evaluate what kind of
pastoral leadership they were seekmg

partlclpate in the Mass.

Celebratmg neophytes

Bishop Matthew H. Clark May 20 presided over the Diocesan Neophyte
Mass at Rochester’s Sacred Heart Cathedral, 296 Flower City Park. The
Mass celebrates newly initiated Catholics throughout the diocese who re-
cently completed the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults program. (Above)
Jenny Privitera (far left) and Doug Medley, new Sacred Heart panshloners,

S. John WIlkinIStaff photographer‘

Diocese releases action steps for Synod

By Lee Strong
Senior staff writer

The Diocese of Rochester has released
a detailed plan for the first year of im-
plementing the four goals of the Dioce-
san Pastoral Plan — including in the plan
the hiring of two new diocesan person-
nel at the Pastoral Center to help coor-
dinate activities in two areas and the cre-
ation of a Pastoral Center Technologi-
cal Initiative Team to help improve com-

.munications and make better use of
technological resources.

The 1995-1996 Pastoral Center Syn-
od Action Steps — released May 1 — de-
tails specific actions and how Pastoral
Center resources will be allocated to sup-
port parishes in implementing the four
goals contained in the Diocese of
Rochester’s pastoral plan.

Those goals are: forming Catholics in
beliefs, Catholic morality and spiritual-
ity throughout life; advocating for the
consistent life ethic; recognizing the val-
ue and dignity of women in church and
society; and promoting the growth of
.small Christian communities.

Meanwhile, parish staffs and volun-
teers were invited to a series of 11 re-

gional meetings between May 1 and May -

12 to discuss the steps and offer further
suggestions.

According to Kathleen Cannon, Syn-
od Implementation Coordinator, more
that 200 people representing more than
100 parishes, clusters or faith commu-
nities attended the regional meetings.
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“I was really pleased with attendance,
Cannon observed. -

Charting
the
Journey

One of the goals of the meetings was -

to get feedback about whether the Pas-
toral Center action steps faithfully re-
flected the kind of support parishes and
faith communities said they would need
in implementing the pastoral plan. The
Pastoral Center plan is based on parish
implementation plans submitted to the
Synod Implementation Office earlier
this year.

Among the specific actions already
undertaken by the diocese are the hiring
of Suzanne G. Schnittman as Consistent
Life Ethic Coordinator, and Karen Rine-
fierd as the new coordinator for Young
Adult, Adult and Family Faith Forma-
tion. The appointments become effec-
tive July 1, 1995..

Another step — made in response to

. requests from parishes for better coor- -

dination of resources materials available
from the diocese — has been the up-
grading form part-time to full-time of
the position of Mary Ellen FitzGibbons,
resource librarian for the Department
of Evangelization and Catechesis. More-
over, an effort is underway to consoli-
date audio visual material available
through various departments.

Pastoral Center personnel also creat-

‘ed the Technological Initiative Team in

response to parish requests for better
communications and use of current tech-
nologies. The team is cufrently creating

an inventory of available resources.

Cannon pointed out that one theme
that emerged from the regional discus-
sions was the need for training of staffs
and volunteers.

Specifically, staffs and volunteers were:
looking for not only education about the
goals, but with training in the skills need-
ed to work with parishioners, Cannon
reported.

“What they need is training on how to
best initiate and manage discussion on is-
sues that are often emotional,” Cannon
explained. She cited the example of the
death penalty as one such issue that
tends to polarize people.

At the regional meetings, Cannon
continued, there was a “very strong em-
phasis from parishes throughout the dio-
cese for a.v and other types of resources
that could be purchased by the parishes
and used by the parishes for adult edu-
cation and home use.” Regional meet-
ing participants recommended that the
diocese have available materials for
parishes to preview before deciding what
to purchase.

These and other recommendations
will be forwarded to the Pastoral Center
staff responsible for overseeing compo-
nents of the pastoral plan, Cannon said.
 Meanwhile, Synod activities will be
continuing with the appointment in the
coming weeks of 11 regional Synod co-
ordinators by Bishop Matthew H. Clark.
These individuals will serve as contact
people in the regions, both for parish

‘Synod coordinators and for diocesan

personnel. They will also facilitate net-
working among the parishes and insti-
tution involved in implementing the pas-
toral plan; convene as needed parish
Synod leaders; and report progress on
Synod implementation to the Synod Im-
plementation Commission.

Moreover, Cannon said, Pastoral Cen-
ter personnel will be working to coor-
dinate implementation -efforts so that
parishes are not overwhelmed with re-
sources and meetings, and consequent-
ly get pulled in too many directions at
once.

Once parishioners at each church ‘de-
termined a pastoral administrator was
an appropriate option, a2 committee of
parish members interviewed candidates
for the position.

“We rely very heavily on the local com-
mittee when it comes to mterv:ewmg
the candidates,” Kessler said.

Sister Cooney said she’sees her new
position as an opportunity for leader-

* ship in the church.

“I believe this is a wonderful new role
for women in the church,” Sister Cooney
said. “I just think it places a réligious or
lay mafer lay wohilin: in a position of
leadership that had not been open to us
previously.”

Meanwhile, after workmg in adminis-
trative work on an archdiocesan. level
for seven years, Condon is looking for-
ward to parish work.

“The biggest thing is that, as much as
I truly love the position 1 have here (in
Boston), my heart has been wanting to
work and build in a2 community,” Con-
don said. “I felt that in terms of my long-
term ministerial goals, it was to work
with the local parish.” '

Prior to becoming senior ministry as-
sociate at St. Theodore’s in 1994, Sister
Cooney had served as pastoral associ-
ate at Mendon’s St. Catherine of Siena
Church from 1982-93, and as a religious
educator from 1968-82. She holds a

- bachelor’s degree in mathematics from

Nazareth College of Rochester, and a
master of arts degree in theology from
the University of Notre Dame.

Condon was born in Greece, lived in
Brighton, and attended St. Joseph’s
Church in Penfield before leaving for
college in Massachusetts.

His family continues to attend the Pen-

field church, and it was during a visit to

Rochester last summer that he and his

wife decided to explore ministry opfions
in the Rochester diocese, Condon said.

He holds a bachelor’s degree in the-
ology and philosophy from Boston Col-
lege, and a master of divinity degree
from Harvard Divinity School. His mas-
ter’s thesis was on the tOplC, “Collabo-
rative Ministry in Parishes.”
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