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Joys of family highlight weekend 
By Bishop Matthew H. Clark 

This past weekend Julie Katherine 
Neff and her Aunt Grace Elizabeth 
Early brought extra measures of joy to 
what is always a festive occasion for our 
family. 

Julie brought happiness just by being 
Julie and by reacting to her 
environment and the affection shown 
her in the way that 90-day-old persons 
usually do such things. 

Grace gave the days a special charge 
of happiness when she received her 
master's degree in business administra­
tion from the College of St. Rose at 
their commencement on Saturday. 

The first-time presence of Julie and 
Grace's achievement enhanced a 
weekend that for years has been set 
aside for special celebrations in our 
family: the May 13 birthdays of Grace 
and Mary Ellen Early; the May 14 
birthday of Father Tom Powers; and 
the celebration of Mothers' Day in 
honor of my mother, my sister, Helen, 
and, for the first time, Julie's mother, 
Jane Early Neff. 

After dinner we sat in a circle and 
talked while the guests of honor took 
turns reading the cards and opening 
the gifts presented to honor them. 
They were marvelous moments of 
laughter and joy. 

Part of me wishes that I had 

LONGTHE WAY 

recorded the proceedings so I could 
share some of the laughter with you. 
On the other hand, I am sure you'll un­
derstand that some of the sentiments 
expressed in the cards and the nature 
of some of the gifts - especially those 
given sister to sister - are better left to 
the imagination. 

We did have a wonderful time. 
There's just something special about 
getting together with family. And it 
was a special gift to have my mother 
there to preside over the day's 
activities. 

She attended the commencement at 
St. Rose and was very much involved in 
the party afterward. She remains physi­
cally challenged by her incapacity to 
produce red blood cells in sufficient 

number. But she is strong in her spirit, 
gets around fairly well and is iriueh 
interested in the lives and well being of 
her family. At her request, I thank you 
for the kind greetings and words of 
support you have sent to her during 
these days of her illness. 

You ask often how my beautiful 
nieces are doing. I would add to what 
is mentioned above that Mary Ellen 
recently moved into a new apartment 
in Cohoes, N.Y., and is enjoying it very 
much. 

Kathleen, the youngest, will be 
graduating from high school in June. 
She has not yet announced the 
direction she will take thereafter, but I 
have no doubt that, whatever she does, 
she will do it very well. 

Margaret continues as a math major 
at the College of St. Rose and as an 
employee at an area bank. She and I 
are delighted to have been invited to 
stand as godparents of Julie at her bap­
tism this Sunday. A special memory for 
me on that occasion will that of acting 
as Margaret's godfather at her baptism 
almost 22 years ago. 

Thank you so much for the interest 
you have always shown in my family. It 
means a lot to me because I realize 
more and more as the years go by just 
how much they have contributed to my 
life, how much they mean to me. 

Peace to all. 

VtfHaxia, f\ liavcl 
1521 MONROE AVE. 

l i t tr% • 

271-0100 

OCTOBER 7th-21st 
2 WEEK, 3 ISLAND DELUXE, 

ESCORTED TOUR 
Rochester's most popular deluxe, 
escorted tour to Hawaii! We invite 
you to compare. Featuring our 
exclusive guide - Mr. Ed Kahale! 
THIS IS ALWAYS A SELLOUT... 
DONT DELAY, CALL TODAY 

BRANSON, MO. 
~ Great Fall Foliage Trip 

(Escorted From Rochester) 

OCT. 25-29 
s849.00 p.p./dbl includes: 

Round trip Airfare; Hotel 
Accomodations; 4 Breakfasts and 4 

Dinners; 7 Shows; Sightseeing Tour of 
Branson; All Taxes and gratuities. 

BE SURE TO GET YOUR 
RESERVATIONS IN NOW! 

"Finally!! 
"The music you've been asking for is here" 
"All new recbrding...over 50 minutes of beautiful music... 
...exquisite performance by recording artist Keith Wells..." 

Here I Am, Lord Be Not Afraid 

On Eagle's Wings 
Prayer of St. Francis 
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Hosea 
And Many More!!! 
Not Sold In Stores 

Mail check or money order with the form below: 
— — — — — — — Cut On Dotted Line — — — — -
Make Check Payable to: ' <***• P r i c e 

Golden Lyre Records compact Disc $15.95 
P.O. Box 1100 Cassette Tape $12.95 
West ACton, MA 01720 Shipping/Handling 

Total Enclosed 
Please Print: 
Name 

Total 

$ 2,95 

Address. 

City State. .Zip. 

100% 30-day money back guarantee! RNY 

Look for a special supplement in next week's Catholic Courier on 

a local priest and new bishop of Syracuse: Bishop Moynihan 

NEWS IN BRIEF... 
...On October 7, 1993, in 
the Diocese ofAgats in 
Indonesia, Bishop 
Alphonsus Sowada, 
O.S.C., ordained his first 
diocesan priest, Fathier 
Bavo Felndity; "this 
brings us much joy and 
hope for the future." 
...A new local Religious 
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^53P Community in Awasa,Ethiopia, now has 23 members 
preparing for vows. As Sisters, they will teach in the 
newly-established Secondary School. BishopArmido 
Gasparini, 80, writes: "I hope some will be ready to attend 
nursing classes." ...A Propagation of the Faith Gift Annuity 
helps you provide for the future of the Church 
Missions...and provide for yourself now, giving you a 
guaranteed income for your lifetime. Please write for 
details. 

The Society for THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH 
Most Rev. William J. McCormack, National Director 

Propagation of the Faith, Dept. "C 
366 FffthAvenue, New York, NY 10001 

Enclosed is support for the Church in the Missions today... 
a $100 O $50 O $25 O $10 O $ (other)v 

D Please send information about your Gift Annuity. 
Name. ' 
Address 

City : .State. .Zip. 
Please remember The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 

_ when writing or changing your Will. 
#3445/18/95 


