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— COMMENTARY

‘By Father Albert Shamon
- Courier columnist

Sunday’s Readings: (R3) John
13:31-35; (R1) Acts 14:21-27; (R2)
Revelation 21:1-5.

The true Church of Christ has four
marks: it’s one, holy, Catholic and
apostolic. We might add that the
church has a fifth mark: persecution
and suffering, for St. Paul says: “We
must undergo many trials, if we are
to enter into reign of God” (R1).

The first reading narrates the com-
pletion of Paul’s first missionary jour-
ney to the Gentiles. The journey last-

49; and it took Paul into what is now
known as central Turkey.

- His pattern for evangelization was
always the same: he preached first to
the Jews in their synagogues. A few
would accept him; the majority, how-
ever, would generally reject him. Only
then would Paul turn to the Gentiles,
who would receive him with joy. This
so angered the Jews that they plotted
against Paul, even seeking to kill him.
Paul had to often flee for his life. But
opposition never stopped him. In-
stead, he would simply go to another
city to preach the good news.

ed four years, from A.D. 45 to A.D. -
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Fearlesély, Paul not only never gave

up, but he even returned to the very
cities where he had been attacked to

Z

install elders there and thus ensure

that the church would endure in those
places. Only after having done all back
home, he reported to the church and
told how the Lord had opened the
door of faith to the Gentiles.

We can learn two things from Paul’s
missionary journey. First, Paul got op-

. position from where he least expected

it — namely, from God’s own people,
his people, the Jews. The church’s
worst enémies are those within it. In
the early church the love of Christians
for each other converted pagans. To-
day, many may say sarcastically, “See,
how these Christians love one anoth-
er. They won’t even help one another.
They backbite, criticize, belittle, not
only one another, but even their hi-
erarchy.”

Secondly, Paul’s joyrney teaches us

" that God loves everyone, that He wills

the salvation of all. The Jews thought
that way because God had chosen them
as His people, they had 2 monopoly on
salvation. But God had chosen them
precisely that they might be a light of
revelation to the Gentiles. When they
were not, God rejected them.
Likewise, God has given us the faith
that we too might be lights in the world
— lights by our good example, our
good words and works, our prayers and

- sacrifices. Seeing these, people will

come to glorify God in heaven.

God wills that we make a new heav-
en and a new earth. How? By observ-
ing a new commandment (R3). The
commandment is “Love one another.”

. It is a new commandment, because

the standard of love is new. To those

Church s worst enemies come from within

not of the faith, Jesus said, “Love your
neighbor as yourself.” But to His fol-
lowers, He gave a much higher stan-
dard: “Love one another as | have
loved you.”

And He loves all unconditionally.
He loves us even when we are unlov-
able — His enemies and sinners. If
only we could love like that, this cer-
tainly would create a new heaven and
a new earth.

Suppose husbands and wives retal-

.iated only with love, how wonderful

would be the home. Were children to
love their parents and parents their
children, no matter what, what a won-
derful world this would be. The world
would become Catholic. Gandhi once
said: “If you Christians were only more
like your Christ, then the whole world
would be Christian.” :
We need God’s help to be able to
love like that. He promises it to all
who go to confession at least month-
ly and who receive holy Communion
worthily at least once a week. Con-
fession will arm us against our weak-
nesses, our wanting to give tit for tat;
and holy Communion will pour love

-into our hearts — Christlike love.

“This is how all will know you for
my disciples.”
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The Grass
will be Greener
with a
new lawnmower
from...

In Dryden...
Dryden Lawn &
Recreation, inc.

54 North St.

607-844-8671

In Henrietta...
Michel Lawn Equipment
A family business since 1953
2500 E. Henrietta Rd.
716-334-4553

~ In Irondequoit...
Titus Mower Service
Full-line Honda dealer
801 Titus Ave.
716-266-2370
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WE’VE MOVED...

BUT JUST NEXT DOOR, ACROSS THE PARKING LOT!
Visit Our Larger Store
- & New Gift Shop!
THE '95 GRILLS ARE HERE WITH ALL

THE NEW SAFETY FEATURES!!
Look for books for your gardening & grilling
pleasure, barbeque sauces, garden plagues, unigue
qift items & plenty of
ZooDoo. We have the
complete line of Weber

Grills, coking
accessories and repair

g vﬂs OPEN
M~ YEAR-ROUND FOR
X YOUR PROPANE
NEEDS.

MILEAE MASTER

586-1870
Mon.-Fri. 8-5; Sat. 94 -

" In the Fmger Lakes Area...

* Agricultural & Consumer Products

In Palmyra...
John S. Blazey, Inc.
Full Cub Cadet dealer
Over 60 years of service
111 Holmes St.
716-597-5121

Lakeland
John Deere

Savannah B 315-365-2888
Hall ® 716-526-6325
A\_/on = 716-226-9680 -

In Victor...
Eastview Power Products
Toro, Wheelhorse, Lawnboy & Ariens

7651 Victor-Pittsford Rd.
716-924-0470
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Into Cool Comfort This Summer!
Rebate. Rebate

- Buy a new Trane system and get up to
$250 in quick savings rebate checks.

When you buy a dependable Trane XL 1200 air conditioner or
XE 90 gas fumace, you'll get up to $250 cash back-right on
the spot. You'll also get the quiet,
comfortable economy you can only get
from Trane, so your home will be
comfortable year-round and you’ll get
cash back to spend any way you want. Call
"your participating Trane dealer, Isaac
Heating & Air Conditioning today.
It’s Hard To Stop a Trane™
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TRANE
Wlxen you need us. we'll be there.

$150 on XL 1200 AC, $100 on XE 90 furnace. Offer not available to contractors or builders

-Anniversary Special-

FREE Carbon Monoxide Detector* * with any furnace or alr
conditioner installation now until July 31st.
**Valued at $50

Call
546-1400

- Your Residential and
©) Commermal Heating and
Cooling Experts.




