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) an important part in my theological “of “this deepened sense of the co-re- | must be to God, to the truthand to a ' fro
“ education, teaching career, and per- sponsibility of all God’s people for | well-formed conscience.” : Vit
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§ decade at Boston College, one of the edge that “full fidelity to the magis- ious and church superiors.” On the his
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ed States. And — dare I say it? — some SSAYS | ful adherence to the “accepted norms | for silence, for abnegation, and for ins
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from delegates to the 34th General | in which there is a fundamental equal- But such a mission can only be car- In the end, the Jesuits acknowledge ic:
Congregation of the Society of Jesus | ity among laity, religious, and clergy. ried out effectively in “an atmosphere | that they have to practice what they ur
and what I have read in the Congre- They do not wring their hands over | of freedom and mutual trust.” Un- | preach if their preaching and teach- N fis
gation’s documents on women, jus- | the temporary confusions and con- | fortunately, that atmesphere doesn’t | ing is to have any ultimate effect. And { lif
tice, interreligious dialogue, and Je- |  flicts of the present, because their | always exist in the church. so, in their powerfully prophetic doc- of
suit service to the church (all of which | sense of history is sure. They point “Despite — indeed, because of —our | ument, “Our Mission and Justice,”
are reprinted in the April 13, 1995is- | out that conflicts are “inevitable” | sincere desire to live in fidelity to the | .they call for an examination of Jesuit lis
sue of Origins), I would argue that the | when an ecumenical council sets in | magisterium and the hierarchy,” the | institutions to determine “whether the th
f Society of Jesus is a forerunner of the | motion a process of reform and re- | Jesuits declare, “there may be times | institution’s own internal structures | P;
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i of the most compelling signs of hope ing new vision” of the church. speak out in a way that may not al- That’s the real test, after all, not ! &
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More than 1,900 years ago, Jesus | sirous was the man to get all the land T ‘
i By Father Albert Shamon pointed His finger a); evcrygboi'] and | he could that he arosegat the crack of ‘
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A 10:27-30; (R1) Acts 13:14, 43-52; (R2) me.” That “you,” also, applies to every- | turned to his starting point at sunset, K
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reached their destination. into existence. If that army is not i
~ Can we not think of what might - marching, it is not because God isn't And yet what vistas of glory Christ .
have been had the Holy Father had | into the fold. calling youths; it's because youths too | hoids out to the generous ones who 1
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