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Environmental concerns take root at McQuaid
Garden serves
several causes
By Mike Latona
Staff writer
BRIGHTON - Gardening is nothing
new to Jason Genthner.
But performing these tasks while
wearing a tie, dress shirt and slacks?
That's another story.
"You'll probably never see this again,"
remarked Jason, a 15-year-old freshman
at McQuaid Jesuit High School.
Jason is one of several McQuaid students who use their free period to tend
a brand-new-garden at the school, located at 1800 Clinton Ave. S.
Although located just a couple of
blocks from lilac-rich Highland Park, the
primary goal, of McQuaid's garden is
not beautification. Actually, this is a multi-purpose project which not only addresses environmental issues, but also
assists charitable causes.
The "McQuaid Biodiversity Project"
was begun earlier this spring under the
direction ofRobertKidera, who serves
as a theoloOT-andsodafetudies instruc?,
tor at McQuaid. :
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According to Kidera, the project will
serve four purposes:
• l b protect «ndangeredplant species.
•To grow only organic vegetables.
Crops will be donated for AIDS
Rochester and Mt Carmel House, a hospice located on Rochester's Planet Street
Kidera explained that immune systems
of people served by these organizations
are weak and cannot easily digest fertilized, non-organic products.
- "It's a lot better for your body, and for
the plains," Kidera said. "We're also trying to take up the slack of government
programs being cut."
•To create a "historical garden," pat-
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(From left) McQuaid Jesuit High School students Jason Genthner, Kteran Chaudhry, Robert Whftcomb, and Martin Ferris use thefrtoejierlods to t B ^
terned after famous garden-growers such
as Thomas Jefferson.
•To develop a "succession garden," so
that environmental-science students can
study die natural succession of ecosystems. The 2,000-square-foot faculty, located
on the southeast corner of McQuaid's
school grounds, is still in its fledgling
stages. Kidera predicts that die first crop
— lettuce — will be ready for harvest in
late June, with three dozen other vegetables scheduled to be harvested by dus
coming October. He added that plans
call for die garden to eventually be enclosed by a greenhouse.
Approximately 20 youths and eight
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faculty members are currendy involved
in the effort. Several of die young students are using this as their service
project wnich all McQuaid students
are required to complete before graduation.
Jason — who lives in a rural part of
Henrietta in southern Monroe County —
said the project is a good learning experiencej b r students from urban and
suburban communities.
"Out in die country, you really know
how much commitment it takes to get
this done. People from die city are finally starting to appreciate what we do
every day," said Jason.
Kieran Chaudhry, a 17-year-old junior,
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Mowing, painting, babysitting, errands.
If you need help this summer or want to offer your services,
then we can helpl
In its May 18* & 25th editions.
the Catholic Courier will publish
a special classified listing that will help match
young people looking for work with those who need help.
•\
If you are looking for work this summer,
or if you're looking for someone to help with that summer stuff,
you can place a classified ad in our "Summer Stuff" section.
Cost is only $ 2 0

for up to four lines for both weeks your ad will run.
.. • Place your ad before May 11*
4
and get your summer off to a smart start.
For more information, call

716-328-4340
All major credit cards accepted.

1150 Buffelo Rpad • Rochester • New York • 14624 • (716) 3284340
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said a cooperative spirit has pervaded
die effort, regardless of how much gardening experience one has.
"Everybody's been real helpful, and
nobody's said, 'I don't want to do it because I've never done it before.* They
say, 'Can you teach me?,'" Kieran observed
However, there is one department
which suffers filom die projects saidenfe'
clothing.
'~ "It's not healthy for school uniforms,"
said Jason as he attempted to wipe off
his muddy trousers.
"We ought to put in for a grant for a
washing machine," Kidera addled with
a laugh.
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O r d e r extra copies
while they last!

With its Jan. 5 edition, the Catholic Courier presented the Diocese of Rochester's
full Pastoral Plan for 1995-1999. This plan, the resultof nearly five years of thoughtful labor, will lead Catholics of the Rochester Diocese in faith, hope and love toward
the year 2,000.
Extra copies of the plan are available to individuals, groups and parishes
on a limited quantity basis. For use by education classes, parish programs, Synod
teams, parish staff, e.tc. This is an important resource for your parishioners and
staff. T o place your order, complete the coupon below and return with your payment to: PASTORAL PLAN, c/o Catholic Courier, 1150 Buffalo Rd., Rochester,
NY 14624. Because prepayment is required, no telephone orders can be accepted.

Prices
1-9 Copies
750 each
10-49 Copies
50^ each
50-99 Copies
35* each
iOO-999 Copies
250 each
1000+ Copies
150 each

Please send

_copies of the Synod Pastoral Plan.

Enclosed is $_

_. (Make checks payable to Catholic Courier.)

Ship to:

Name
Organization
Address
City, State Zip.
Telephone

