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Abortion foes rally to fight Foster's confirmation 
Decry record, 
medical ethics 
By Patricia Zapor 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON - The day before 
Senate confirmation hearings opened 
on surgeon general nominee Dr. Henry 
Foster, a dozen organizations that o p 
pose abortion denounced him. as "a 
repackaged Joycelyn Elders" whose 
record raises doubts about his medical 

ethics. 
The Senate Labor and 

Human Resources Com
mittee was to begin-the 
hearings May 2. 

An obstetrician-gyne
cologist from Tennessee, 
Foster has been criticized 
for performing abortions; 
for supporting the con
troversial Tuskeegee 
Study on the effects of 
syphilis on black men 
from whom treatment 
was withheld; for sup
porting involuntary ster-
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ilization of mentally hand
icapped women; and for 
an apparent lack of em
phasis on abstinence in 
die "I Have A Future" pro
gram he created to fight 
teen pregnancy in 
Nashville housing pro
jects/ 

"We know a repackaged 
Joycelyn Elders when we 
see one," said Edmund Pe
terson, chairman of an 
Arrican-American organi
zation called Project 21, 
at a May 1 press confer-
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IT WASN'T FOR 
SHORT HOURS 

"No one ever told me I would be 
pastor of 10 parishes within 10 
years. But no one ever said being a 
priest would be a 9-5 job. either. 
Being a pastor can take 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, but it's worth 
every minute. 1 meet people in many 
situations: new parishioners', families 
mourning the loss of a loved one; sick 
people seeking God's presence and 
healing; young people preparing for 
sacraments on their journey of faith: 
couples experiencing difficulty in 
their marriages: listening to and 
counseling people who doubt their 
own worth; praying with those who 
need healing: celebrating the Euch
arist in the happiest and saddest 
times of people's lives. Being a 
parish priest is a lot of work but it's 
the greatest and most rewarding job 
in die world!" 

Father John M. Mulligan, 
Vicar General 

Diocese of Rochester 

IT WASN'T FOR 
FAME SI FORTUNE 

"During my 31 years of ordained 
priesthood. I have been blessed and 
privileged to collaborate with dedicat
ed and gifted women and men at the 
Pastoral Center and in every parish 
and region throughout the diocese. 

Through serving, you receive many 
times more than you can give. 1 often 
say. You're only as good as the people 
around you." And throughout my 
priesthood, i have been surrounded by 
wonderfully generous, faithful and 
dedicated people whose witness has 
helped me remain upbeat and opti
mistic about life and the coming of the 
Lord's kingdom. . 

If you think you're being called to ' 
priesthood, check it out 1 -assure you. 
you'll never regret following me 
Spirit's lead. 1 wasn't positive the Lord 
was calling me, but I thought 1 ought 
to give it a try. Thank God I did!." 

Bishop Dennis W. Hickey. 
General Manager 
Camolic Courier 

IT WASN'T FOR 
EARLY RETIREMENT 

"Priesthood offers many opportu
nities to serve. 1 am about to retire 
from me third in a series of different 
and interesting jobs: I am prepared to 
accept yet another. 

The pay is not great, but the final 
retirement benefits are eternal. 

The boss is demanding but under
standing. 

He offers a bonus to those who 
respond to His invitation to serve 
when He says, 'I no longer call you 
servants but friends." 

National Day 
of Prayer 

for Vocations 
is Sunday, May 7 

Few are Chosen.. 
The Call to Priesthood is a won
derful experience and offers a 
rich, rewarding life to those who 
answer it 

Becket Hall offers a residential 
pre-theology program as well as 

discernment programs for diose 
in high school, college or beyond. 

If you are thinking of entering die 
priesthood or would simply like to 
explore your potential, give us a 
call. 

For more information, call 
Father John DeSocio a i 
(716) 461-2890 or write: 
Becket Hall, 
314 Gregory St.. 
Rochester, NY 14620. 

A Center for Vocations to the Priesthood 
for the Diocese of Rochester for over 30 years 

ence. 
Elders was forced to resign as surgeon 

general after a controversial; volatile 
tenure during which she antagonized 
abortion opponents and religious lead
ers with her statements on sex educa
tion, abortion, homosexuality and 
teaching school children about mastur
bation. 

Several speakers at the press confer
ence noted that according to numerous 
reports and a laudatory profile in that 
day's Washington Post, Foster is a per
sonable, likeable gentleman. 

"But the issue is not Dr. Foster's lik-
ableness," said Kristi Hamrick, legisla
tive director of the Family Research 
Council. "It is his policies and his pursuit 
of them. Dr. Foster has been on the 
ragged edge of experimentation and 
nouveau policy during the course of his 
career." 

Hamrick said Foster's participation in 
the Tuskeegee Study and his efforts to 
break down restrictions on abortion con
tribute to the question.-" What is Dr. Fos
ter's criteria for protecting human life 
— our lives, if he takes national office?" 

Douglas Johnson, legislative director 
for the National Right to l i fe Commit
tee, said any senator would be justified 
in opposing Foster's nomination on the 
basis of three issues: Foster's opposition 
to regulating abortions, including 
parental consent laws; his support for 
abortion as a form of birth control, il
lustrated by his participation in experi
ments with a do-it-yourself abortion 
drug; and his responses to questions 
about his involvement with abortion 
practices. 

Johnson also took issue with the com
plaint by leaders of the National Abor
tion and Reproductive Rights Action 
League and Planned Parenthood that 
Foster opponents were making a "litmus 
test" out of the fact that he had per
formed abortions. 

Johnson quoted from a February press 
conference attended by Kate Michelman 
and Pam Maraldo, respective presidents 
of those organizations, at which both 
said they would oppose the nomination 
of any obstetrician-gynecologist who re
fused to perform abortions. 

"I find it ironic that the pro-abortion 
advocacy groups that put his name in 
nomination now are accusing us of hav
ing a litmus test," said Johnson, noting 
that some physicians who once per
formed abortions are now active in op
posing it. 

Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole, R-
Kan., has said tiiat even if the labor com
mittee should approve Foster's nomina
tion, he might loll the nomination by 
not calling the matter up for a vote by 
the full Senate. 

Dole's fellow Kansan, Republican Sen. 
Nancy Kassebaum, chairs the commit
tee. Her public position on Foster was 
neutral going into the hearings. A sup
porter of legal abortion, Kassebaum has 
said she wants to conduct the hearings in 
a manner that protects the credibility 
of both the Senate and Foster. 

Also at the press conference to voice 
their opposition to Foster for many of 
the same reasons cited by Johnson and 
Hamrick were speakers from Concerned 
Women for America, the American 
Family Association, the Christian Coali
tion, die African-American Life Alliance, 
the Life Education and Research Net
work, and the Traditional Values Coali
tion." 

Shortly before the press conference 
began, Vice President Al Gore greeted 
teenagers from the "FHave a Future" 
program on the steps of the Capitol as 
part of White House efforts to support 
Foster. Later in the day, President Clin
ton described Foster as "a pro-life, pro-
choice doctor who deserves to be con
firmed as surgeon general." 


