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Participants in the eighth annual Dimitri House ‘Hike for the- Homeless' held April 29 take off from the
city homeless shelter located at 102 N. Union St., Rochester. More than 300 hikers raised $34,000 in
pledges while completing the 10K course around Rochester’s city streets. An ‘Open Soul’ benefit
concert held one day prior to the walk, combined with parish collections, brought the fundraising to-

tal to more than $50,000 for the homeless shelter o by Rochester’s Corpus Christi Parish.
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By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer

ROCHESTER = Catholi-
cism proclaims God’s pres-
ence in the world, not be-
yond it, and emphasizes the
Lord’s maternal love by the
church’s devotion to the
. Blessed Virgin Mary, ac-

', cording to Father Andrew -
~Greeley. ‘

“The Mary story consti-
tutes the Catholic tradi-
tion,” Father Grteey told
listeners during a speech at
the  .University ‘of
Rochester’s Hubble Audi-
torium Sunday afternoon,
April 30. “God loves us like
a mother as well as a fa-
ther.” :

ior and the role of clergy of Rochester.

and laypersons (see book : -

review on page 16), Father Greeley peppered his speech

ith-numerous Irish jokes and stories and continually
drew laughter from his appreciative audience.

_ . Speaking on “The Catholic Religious Imagination,”
" “Father Greeley noted that Catholics are often falsely
characterized as‘worshipers of Mary, when, in-fact,
they are her devotees. He did, however, note that the
Marian tradition does echo the goddess worship preva-
lent in many- pre-Christian cultures, and fulfills a yearn-
ing for the faithful to connect with God’s female side.

“We worstiip the mother-love of God through Mary,”
said Father Greeley, a professor of social science at the
University of Chicago and professor of sociology at the
University-of A¥iZona. : ' o

Many people find it easier-to worship God’s female

_aspects — aspects that the church and Scripture have
long-acknowledged — than God’s male attributes, Fa-
ther Greeley-added. p -

ing on our spirituality,” he said.” " "

et
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Author of 30 works of Father Andrew Greeley, noted novelist and sociol- nation can turn in to su-
fiction and 60 non-fiction ogist, speaks with reporters during an April 30 press perstition, folklore,” he
books on-Catholic behav- conference-preceding his speech at the University said.

.+ -“We.can horior God-as @mhother or father depend-

St[udy." Media ‘deeply
confused’ over religion

By Mike Latona
Staff writer

ROCHESTER — The media’s chief role is to inform
— yet a University of Rochester study has concluded
that the American press is “deeply confused” about
coverage of religion.

“They don’t know what’s important about it,” said
Wilk cott Green, professor of religion and dean
of the university’s undergraduate studies.

Green served as co-
director of the UR-
sponsored study, titled o
“Faith vs. Fact: Press
Images of Religion in 2
the gUnitedr Sgtlates.” Tkey don {
The findings by a team
of senior UR religion ' k’now what ,S

. majors were released

publicly May 1. impO’)" lant

Information for the

study was gathered by .
scanning religious cov- a:bO'ut A
erage in seven U.S. ma- l .
jor-market daily news- relioion ).
papers from Feb. 6- ( g n)

March 5. The study in- -

cluded any stories in : 99

which religious refer- e .
ences ‘were made — |  William Scott Green
from people quoted as UR religion professor

saying “Oh, my God,”
to coverage deyvoted —
exclusively to religidus matters.

According to results of “Faith vs. Fact,” religion is
frequently mentioned but rarely the primary focus of
stories. Even when the latter holds true, Green said,
newspapers’ slants lean more toward controversy than
beliefs and values. ) :

.- - A recent.exception, Green reporfed, was coverage
of the Oklahoma City bombing by The New York Times
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| as mother, too

Protestantism tends to fo-
cus solely on Jesus as the
only manifestation of God,
Father Greeley said, noting

" that Protestantism-is root-
ed in a view of God as tran-
scendent and above cre-
ation. Such a view -pro-
claims what God is unlike,
as opposed to Catholicism,
which uses images to point
to what God is like ~ such
as music, friendship or na-
ture.

“The Catholic imagina-

_ tion emphasizes the pres-
ence of God, the imma-
nence of God;” he said.

But he cautioned that
such a view can lead to idol-
atry. .

“At its worst, this imagi-

Yet, at the samne timne, the

. . ‘ Catholic imagination,

which has produced such.works as stained-glass win-

dows_and saints’ statues, gives the faithful rituals, tra-

ditions and stories that allow them to feel God’s per-
sonal presence, he noted.

“You can say a church is a storytelling community
that acts out its storytelling in rituals,” he said.

Indeed, religious stories Catholics hear from child-
hood onward play a more important role in their lives
than the church’s creeds and dogmas, he said, because
they become the basis on which Catholics interpret
their religious experience.

“I suspect Jesus had such crowds following him be-
cause he was such a great storyteller,” Father Greeley
said.

Stories and traditions are designed to highlight God’s
concern for His people, Father Greeley explained. For ex-
ample, the recent upsurge of interest in angels in the

" popular culture reveal many people’s desire to know
God cares for them, he'said. o .-
SIS e oContinued onrpage 4
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