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Jesuits' statement obliges all of us 
By Father Richard P. McBrien 
Syndicated columnist 

The recently concluded 34ih Gen­
eral Congregation of the Society of 
Jesus might possibly be best remem­
bered for its statement, "Jesuits and 
the Situation of Women in. Church 
and Civil Society." 

It begins with an explanation of why 
the congregation even addressed this 
issue. Among the reasons are that Je­
suits are "more aware than previous­
ly that it is indeed a central concern of 
any contemporary mission which 
seeks to integrate faith and justice," 
and that it is a matter of "personal 
concern to those who work with us in 
our mission, especially lay and reli­
gious women." 

Thereupon, the congregation de-
' scribes the situation of women with 
uncommon bluntness. Women suffer 
discrimination, for example, in the 
pursuit of educational opportunities, 
in bearing the burdens of family life, 
in wages and salary, and in career ad­
vancement, and "too frequently" are 
subject to "outright violence." In some 
societies that includes dowry deaths 
and the murder of unwanted infant 
girls. 

The statement also acknowledges 
the frustration that many women ex­
perience when, upon drawing atten­
tion to such discrimination, they are 
confronted by a "defensive reaction 
from men." 
• Citing the teaching of Genesis that 

women and men alike are created in 
the-image-of- Giod (1;27), and Jesus 's 
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own open and supportive relation­
ships with women, the congregation 
takes up the challenge and responsi­
bility of "doing what we can as men 
and as a male religious order." 

But the statement is careful not to 
presume to speak for women. Jesuits, 
it says, can speak only "out of what we 
have learned from women about our­
selves and our relationship with 
them." 

Given the urgencv of the situation, 
however, the congregation could not 
avoid the issue. "We are conscjous," 
the statement declares, "of the damage 
to the People o£ God brought about by 
the alienation of women insOme cul­
tures who no longer feel at home in 
the Church, and who are not able with 
integrity to transmit Catholic valu.es 
to -their fami l ies friends .and,, .col-.. 

leagues." 
Significantly, the Jesuits do not pre­

tend to be without fault themselves. 
They "first ask God for the grace of 
conversion." They acknowledge them­
selves to have been part of "a civil and 
ecclesial tradition that has offended 
against women. And, like many men, 
we have a tendency to convince our­
selves that there is no problem. 

"However unwittingly," the state­
ment continues, "we have often been 
complicit in a form of clericalism 
which has reinforced male domina­
tion with an ostensibly divine sanc­
tion. By making this declaration we 
wish to react personally and collec­
tively, and do what we can to change 
this regrettable situation." 

The congregation pays tribute to 
those women who have directly min­
istered to and enriched the Society of 
Jesus through retreats, spiritual di­
rection, and theological education, 
and expresses the hope that this "mu­
tuality in ministry might Continue and 
flourish." 

Given the extraordinary diversity 
of cultures and socio-economic situa­
tions, it is impossible to lay down a 
prescription that would be universal­
ly applicable. But what all Jesuits, 
wherever they are, can do first is "to 
listen carefully and courageously to 
the experience of women " (emphasis 
in text). Indeed, there is "no substi­
tute for such listening.-

"Listening, in a spirit of partner-
ship andequality, is the most practical 
responseswe can make^ agd is the 
founda t j i i for^ur&natiS^partner-

ship to reform unjust structures." 
Without listening, the real concerns 
of women are .by-passed, "male con­
descension" is confirmed, and "male 
dominance" is reinforced. 

Second, Jesuits can align themselves 
in solidarity with women in a variety 
of ways that are adaptable from cul­
ture to culture: for example, explicit 
teaching of the essential equality of 
women and men in Jesuit schools and 
universities; support for women's lib­
eration movements; specific attention 
to the phenomenon of violence 
against women; facilitating the pres­
ence of women in Jesuit ministries 
and institutions, including the min­
istry of formation; and the use of in­
clusive language in speech and offi­
cial documents. 

"Above all," the statement con­
cludes, "we want to commit the Soci­
ety in a more formal and explicit way 
to regard this solidarity with women 
as integral to our mission ... We know 
that a reflective and sustained com­
mitment to bring about this respectful 
reconciliation can flow only from our 
God of love and justice who recon­
ciles all and promises a world in which 
'there is neither Jew nor Greek, there 
is neither slave nor free, there is nei­
ther male nor female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:28). 

What the Jesuits have said in this 
statement applies not only to the So­
ciety of Jesus but to the whole 
Catholic Church. With just a change 
of a few references to Jesuits here and 
there, this statement belongs to all o£ 
us. And obliges all of us. , > 
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CALENDAR 
SPECIAL PAID ADVERTISEMENT • CALL FOR HOLIDAY CANCELLATIONS 

SUNDAY 
2:00 p.m. .. 
2:00 p.m. . . 
6:15 p.m. .. 
7:30 p.m. .. 
7:30 p.m. .. 
7:30 p.m. .. 
7:30 p.m. .. 

R 0 ® C Q 3 
.Holy Rosary Church 420 Lexington Ave., Rochester .716-458-4422 
.St Margaret Mary Church .400 Rogers Parkway, Rochester 716-342-2100 
.St Stanislaus Church ...1150 Hudson Ave., Rochester .716-544-9951 
.Holy Family Church 899 Jay St, Rochester 716-328-3110 
.St. Boniface Church 15 Whalin St, Rochester 716-271-1468 
.StRttaSchool ...1008 Maple Dr., Webster .716471-1100 
.St Theodore Church 170 Spencerport Rd., Rochester... .716-429-6811 

MONDAY 
7:30 p.m. . 

7:30p.m... 

7:45 p.m. . 

TUESDAY 

7:30 p.m. . 
7:30 p.m. . 

7:45 p.m. . 

. . .St Michael 

. . .St Charles Borromeo Church . . 

. . .Holy Apostles Church 

. . .St Stanislaus Church 

. . .St Helens School 

401S. Main St, Newark 

1150 Hudson Ave., Rochester . . . 

150 Lettington Drive, Rochester. 

. . .315-252-9545 

. . .315-331-2297 

...716463-3230 

. . .716-254-7170 

. . .716-544-9951 

. . .716-235-1210 

WEDNESDAY 
7:30 p.m Guardian Angels Church 2061E. Henrietta Rd., Rochester . . .716-334-1412 
7:30 p.m Holy Family Home School Assoc. . . . .899 Jay St, Rochester 716-328-4800 
7:30 p.m Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church/St Andrew School, 

923 Portland, Rochester 716-2264458 
8:00 p.m Aquinas Institute .1127 Dewey Ave., Rochester .716-254-2020 

THURSDAY 
7:30 p.m. .. 
7:30 p.m. .. 
7:30 p.m. .. 
8:00 p.m. .. 

. .St Anne Church 
.St Michael Church .. 
.St Stanislaus Church 
.Holy Cross Church .. 

.1600 Mt Hope Ave., Rochester, 

.869 Clinton Ave. N, Rochester . 

.1150 Hudson Ave., Rochester.. 

.4488 Lake St, Rochester 

.716-271-3260 

.716-3254040 

.716-544-9951 

.716-2254363 

FRIDAY 
8:00 p.m. ..St. Mark Church 54 Kuhn Rd., Rochester .716-225-3710 

SATURDAY 
1:00 p.m. . . 
7:30 p.m. . . 
8:00 p.m. . . 

. .St. Michael Church 

. .Good Shepherd Church 

. .St Thomas the Apostle Church 

. .320 S. Main St, Newark 315-331-2297 

. .3288 E. Henrietta Rd., Rochester ...716434-3518 

. .41 Colebrook Dr., Rochester .716-226-2943 

BRYANS BROTHERS PAINTING Inc. 
'Serving W\Yfor over 50 years" 

SpecialMngin^ntt^ ^mtdVXQ 

| Plaster Repairs • Gold Leafing • Schools • Window Reglazing • Aerial Lift Work 
Interior & Exterior • Licensed, Insured 

272 Kohler Street 695-7199 Tonawanda, New York 14150 

X CLIP & SAVE 3< 

^0gm Help For All That ^ M L * / / 

Mowing, painting, babysitting, errands. 
If you need help this summer or want to offer your services, 

then we can help! * 

In its May 18th & 25* editions, 
the Catholic Courier will publish 

a special classified listing that will help match 
young people looking for work with those who need help. 

If you are looking for work this summer, 
or if you're looking for someone to help with that summer stuff, 

you can place a classified ad in our "Summer Stuff" section. 

Cost is only $ 2 0 
for up to four lines for both weeks your ad will run. 

Place your ad before May 11* 
and get your-summer off to a smart start. 

For more information, call 

716-328-4340 
All major credit cards accepted. 

CaihoHcCloimer 
1150 Buffalo Road • Rochester • New York • 14624 • (716) 3284340 

valu.es

