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Believers try to* make sense of senseless bombing 
By Patricia Zapor 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON ^- The bomb that 
nearly disintegrated a federal office 
building April 19 not only shook Okla­
homa City but rattled the religious faith 
ofsa country full of believers. 

Coming three days after Easter and 
in the middle of Passover, the blast that 
killed scores in the Alfred P. Murrah 
building left people across the country 
asking "how could God let this happen?" 
— questioning the faith they had just 
proclaimed on the central Christian holy 
day and during the Jewish observance 
of a historic example of God's mercy to­
ward believers. 

The deaths couldn't be rationalized 
as resulting from a natural disaster or 

being a consequence of war — the vic­
tims were children, office workers and 
Social Security recipients, in the heart­
land of a country at peace, far from the 
expected venues of senseless violence. 

"Probably the hardest question in all 
theology is how to reconcile such seem­
ingly senseless suffering with an all-lov­
ing, all-powerful God," acknowledged 
Marcellino D'Ambrosio, an assistant pro­
fessor of religion at the University of 
Dallas, a Catholic college. "Thomas 
Aquinas said human suffering is the 
greatest argument against the existence 
of God, yet God allows for great good to 
come from suffering." 

The heroic service of those trying to 
rescue victims; the empathy and com­
passion being shown by people not per­
sonally touched by the blast; t he new 
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Friends and relatives of Pamela Argo 
embrace April 23, following a memo­
rial service for victims of the federal 

^building bombing in Oklahoma City. 

gratitude and appreciation for their own 
loved ones felt by millions of people who 
watched the aftermath of the explosion 
on television — these were immediate 
examples of good coming from evil, 
D'Ambrosio said. 

Even admitting that the bombing was 
an evil act is important and can help 
people understand that good can come 
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son, this is a reminder that in our own 
lives, hatred and evil are real," said 
D'Ambrosio. 

"This shows very starkly the horror 
and destruction of sin," he said. "It's of­
ten not so easy to see the power of sin in 
our own lives because it's on such a 
smaller scale. But sin is outrageous all 
the time and we need to recognize its 
destructive power in our own lives." 

It's important at times of tragedy to 
accept that death and horror exist in the 
world, not just to wail about the appar­
ent unfairness of how it strikes, said Bri­
an Gerrard, an associate professor in 
the counseling and psychology program 
at the Jesuit-run University of San Fran­
cisco. "The point is not to dwell on it, 
but to focus on those who survived and 
those_jyJio are heroes." 

"This kind of situation is the ultimate 
test of our humanity," said Gerrard. "It 
is an opportunity to grow as a person." 

Two lessons from the Oklahoma 
bombing and from other jarring exam­
ples of suffering are that "evil is real and 
tragedy is a mystery we just don't get," 
said Jesuit Father Daniel Liderbach, au­
thor of "Why Do We Suffer? New Ways 
of Understanding," and a teacher of re­
ligious studies and theology at Canisius 
College, a Jesuit school in Buffalo. 

In recognizing that evil exists, people 
can work on reshaping their own lives, 
first by acknowledging that there gre 
things over which humans have little 
power and then taking up the challenge 
to turn the tragedy into something 
greater, he said. 

"We insist that 'this is wrong,' and we 
demand that life is better, that it will be 

-better," lEadier.liderbach said. "It's a call 
to hope." 

Parenting 
S P E C I A L A D V E R T I S I N G S E C T I O N 

• • • 

CHILDS PLAY DAYCARE 
2000 Highland (cor. S. Winton) 

Ages 3-5 thru Kindergarten year 

Part and Full-time openings for 
summer & fall 

Dedicated, experienced staff 

References Available 

Call 442-8868 

KEITH M. SANGER, DD.S. 
GENERAL DENTISTRY 

Friendly, Professional Care 
. _ for the Entire Family 

*BC/BS Participant 

Convenient Insurance Processing .* 

621-2231 
3000 Mt. Read Blvd. 

Soraya Steinhilber, D.D.S 
Practice Limited to Pediatric Dentistry 

Is pleased to announce the opening 
of her new office -

conveniently located near the comer of routes 441 & 250 

Parkside Medical Building 
2067 Fairport-
Nine Mile Point Road 
SUIte 160 
Penfield, New York 14526 
(716)377-5680 

Now accepting new patients: 
Infants, children & adolescents 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Creative Tots Program 
Fairytales 
The Teddybear Picnic 
Fur, Feathers ft Imagination 

Day Camp Program 

Creative Themes 
DAY CAMP 

"The Magic Summer Voyage" 
Exciting THEMES 

that change every session! 
Daily Activities Include: 

Red Cross swimming, canoeing, fishing, 
performing arts, games, all types of sports, 

arts & crafts, nature exploring, archery. 
Team Challenge Course ages 4 & 5 

June 5-9 
June 12-16 
June 19-23 

ages 5-13 
Sessions available June 19 to September 1 

Space available in ALL 
sessions 

Camp is located in the town of 
Perinton (near the corners of Rt. 

31F and Marsh Rd.) 

. For information or a FREE brochure call Denise at 654-5154 
Or write: Creative kernes • P.O. Box 127 • Penfield, NY 14626 

GUARDIAN ANGELS SCHOOL 
^d Early Education Programs k | 

Preschool classes 
are 2 1/2 hours long, 
2 days a week 
for 3 year olds-
2 or 3 days a week 
for 4 year olds. 

Wegman's Wee Program 
for 3 and 4 year olds -
preschool with daycare 
7:00'a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

New York State certified teachers. Safe, loving 
environment, with play, prayer, song, story and art. 

2061 E. Henrietta Road • 334-3770 


