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. Monroe Ave. at Oxford St.
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
May 3,4,5 - 9AM-8PM
Sat., May 6 - SAM-2PM (half price)
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e medical unit blessed
St. Mary's Hospital in Rochester hosted a ribbon-cutting and blessing April 18 to christen the new St.

Mary s Medical Mobile Unit, designed to provide health care to homeless veterans. Each week the new
anit will provide primary medical care to an estimated 50 veterans throughout Monroe County. The unit

was made possible through a grant from the U.S. Veterans Administration.

‘(Above) Father Bob Werth blesses the unit while Dennis Tepper (left), associate medical center director; Patrick Mad-
den, president; and Monroe County Legislator Willie Lightfoot join hands in prayer.

S. John Wilkin/Staff photographer

Pastor to face trial for imprisonment claim

By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer o
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‘ ESTER =sAdajledattempt fo
settle a(gc‘llvxl clainfof false'i m‘i?nsomglent
_ against ‘Father © James B. Callan means
Corpus Christi’s pastor will face a trial
by jury in New York State Supreme
Court within the next few weeks.
Joscphj Murray, the plaintiff in the
casé, is suing Father Callan for $50,000
" over én incidentthat took place-at Cor-
pus Christi Church, 864 E. Main St.,
more than three years ago. Murray. is
taking the action after Fathier Callan re-
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fused a number of conditions that, if -

fulfilled, would have ended Murray s
suit.
Those conditions, hsted‘ by the pas-

" tor in the parish’s April 23 bulletin, in-
cluded ending the pansh’s niinistry to -

gays and lesbians, terminating the prac-
tice of having women on the altar, and
dlsconunumg the offering of Commu-
;nion to Protestants..

i Father Callan contacted the Catholic
Courier on Monday, April 24, and said
-hestood by his statements in the April
23 bulletin.

In the bulletin, Father Callan asserted

{ that he ‘had refused to fulfill Murray’s

" conditions to keep the case from coming
to trial. : )
“It is clear to me that this man is using

. the public forum of the trial to settle an
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mtemal theological dispute he has with
me,” Callan wrote in the bulletin,
;-adding:.“Let me.say.loud and.clear, de-
. u;gc oppesition - May.Lome our
. waY, ‘that our‘church * wiil be 2 house of
prayer for ALL the people,’ regardless of
- sexual orientation, gender, denomina-
tipn or any other boundary.”
John M. Regan, Murray’s attorney, de-

sion of the out-of-court settlement terms,
deeming any statements on the issue as
“not appropriate.”

. Murray did not return phone calls
made to his home.

Both Father Callan and Regan spoke
to the Courier 1ast November. In his pre-
vious statements, Regan has stressed that
his client is not pursuing the suit because
of any docurinal or religious disagree-
ments with Father Callan.

“This case comes about because Joe

' Murray was held against his will for two
or three hours and forced to turn over a
tape that he had every right to make ”
Regan has said. .

According to previous statements
made by Father Callan, Murray’s civil
suit stems from an incident a1 the parish

clined to comment on the priest’s ver-

up at a public meeting the parish was
hosting to inaugurate a new ministry to

,-&ays.and lesbians. When participants
discovered that Murray was audlolap—

ing the meeting, Father Callan asked
Murray to stop the taping, and he did
s0, the pastor said.

Following the meeting, the priest re-

" called that he told Murray: “You're not
leaving until you give me that tape.”

The pastor added that when he told
Murray “you’re not leaving,” he meant
that, as a good Christian, Murray should
have felt duty-bound to leave behind a
tape that — as Father Callan perceived it
— violated the privacy of those people at
the meeting.

Furthermore, Father Callan said he
pressed the issue because gays and les-
bians are often reluctant to speak out
about themselves in the church for fear
of the consequences.

After the meeting, the two men then

‘proceeded to an office where Father
Callan claimed they spent several hours
talking. Murray eventually turned the
tape over to Father Callan, the priest said,

. adding that at about 3 a.m., he escorted
Murray back to his car in the city

To learn more about prearranged funerals, please call us.

counse! is aiweys avallable free of charge and at no obiigation

F’UNERALj HOME INC.

495 North Winton Road
Rochester, NY 14610
- (716) 482-0400

in February, 1992, when Murray showed Continued on page 4
“IF YOU’VE MADE Michael R. Yackiw
A WILL THERE’S Funeml Home
ONE MORE THING
TO DO.”

1270 Norton Street
544-5000 :

R/

3 ¥

l 2125 Clﬁli Avenue

Haﬂoran&Somc
===0nal Ffome

2477590

1. Daniel Halloran

- T TTTIY

I e Sy S e ey 3

T 0 e <2 o g

N wpe A w Ay

Y T g 3 * TS TITeT mesT AL -

satmanTe eentres e o



file:///mong

