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Teaching combines insights of groups 
By Patricia Schoelles, SSJ 
Courier columnist 

During a conversation I had a few 
weeks ago, a question arose about the 
church's role as moral teacher. The 
question centered on whether each of 
us has the same role and function in 
advancing" the church's moral teach
ing. In thinking about this question, I 
considered three distinct roles that 
need to be fulfilled with respect to 
church moral teaching. 

The first role is that of church hi
erarchy — the pope and the bishops — 
who are responsible for articulating 
the official teaching of the church. 
Through their use of Scripture, their 
experience of tradition and their un
derstanding of the "faith of the faith
ful," die pope and bishops (including 
individual bishops in their own dio
ceses, national conferences of bish
ops and bishops acting in union with 
die pope, the bishop of Rome) are re
sponsible for formulating die church's 
"official" moral teachings at any given 
time. 

These teachings, since they are di
rected at the whole church, remain at 
a general and abstract level. Ad
dressed to children and adults, to 
Catholics in Africa and Asia, as well as 
in Northern Europe and the U.S., to 
the highly educated and to Uiose widi 
little formal schooling, these teach
ings must remain in a very general 
formulation and exist at the level of 
abstract principle. 

A second role in the teaching func-
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tion of our church is diat of theolo
gians and preachers. The general and 
abstract teachings of die church must 
be analyzed, applied and understood 
in Catholics' lives, which have their 
own unique sets of circumstances and 
conditions. The moral teachings of 
the church must be understood in 
light of these unique circumstances. 

Sometimes theologians and those 
engaged in pastoral work question or 
even criticize certain aspects of the 
official teaching. This is quite natural 
and has always been the case — even 
in the earliest years of the church's 
existence. Sometimes die real lives of 
faithful Catholics cause very reason
able questions to be raised about our 
official church teaching. This is how 
church teaching is advanced and how 
it comes more realistically to address 

the actual needs and circumstances 
of the living church. 

An example of how this takes place 
might be the pope's condemnation of 
capital punishment in his newest en
cyclical, Evangelium Vitae ("The 
Gospel of Life"). Rome has not always 
condemned the death penalty. But in 
recent years pastors, theologians and 
individual bishops' conferences have 
condemned capital punishment in 
particular countries, where violence 
and a general disrespect for life have 
become increasingly evident. 

These theologians and bishops' con
ferences have been calling for a 
change in the "official" teaching for 
some time. As is usually the case, the 
"official" teaching follows the reflec
tion and questioning of tiiose who are 
trying to understand the implications 
of official teaching in the actual cir
cumstances in which real people re
ally live. We should not be alarmed 
or shocked that our moral teachings 
change, nor that the change does not 
come smoothly, to be accepted by all 
Catholics at exactly die same moment! 

A diird role in the teaching mission 
of the church is the one each Catholic 
must play. Each of us is called to hear 
and understand the church's teaching 
on moral matters. For this to take 
place, we must adopt a "teachable" 
stance whereby we are open to the 
teaching.and ready to hear it. As mem
bers of the community of die church, 
we hear the church's teaching with a 
presumption diat it is correct and that 
it comes to us as a help in our strug

gle to live morally upright lives in re
sponse to God, who has first loved us. 

For most of us most of the time, ac
cepting the church's teaching is not a 
difficult matter.. The teachings of our 
church are based on Scripture and 
tradition, on a knowledge of what the 
actual faith of the people earnestly 
believes, and is pronounced with care 
for our faithfulness to God. 

Occasionally, and particularly in 
times of change, however, even faith
ful Cadiolics find it difficult to accept 
a given teaching of our church. Right 
now, many Catholics are honestly 
struggling with the issue of capital 
punishment. These times call us to 
learn more about the teaching with 
which we struggle. Part of the role in
dividual Catholics play in the church's 
teaching mission is to consult such re
sources as pastors and teachers; the 
writings of theologians, bishops and 
others; and the opinions of other 
Catholics we have come to trust. 

At times we wil l f ind that some 
teachings of our church are disputed 
— they are surrounded by disagree
ment among even faithful Catholics, 
theologians and others. This dis
agreement most often results from 
thqse-in these three teaching roles try-

. ing to do their "jobs" in response to 
changing circumstances. 

Questioning and disagreement, 
while sometimes uncomfortable and 
difficult, actually can be signs of life in 
a thriving faith community whose 
members are carrying out different 
but necessary roles in their mission 
to be a teaching church. 
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1995 Wedding Guide 
BAKERIES/CAKES 
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CALABRESE'S CULVER BAKERY > 

I WEDDING CAKES • SWEETS TABLES I 
COOKIE TOAYS • ITALIAN PASTRIES 

1352 Culver Rd. (near Merchants) 4824080 ^ 

SAVOIA PASTRY SHOPPE 
482-1130 

Wedding Cakes, Cookie Trays 
and Sweets Table 

2267 Clifford Ave , R o c h e s t e r , NY 14609 

CAKEDECORATOG"! 

AMHJJM 

272-8608 

0Y gwiootiie 
Specializing in Cheesecakes 

Uniquely Designed and 
Decorated Weddng Cakes. 

272-0800 
Genesee Valley Regional Market 
900 Jef ferson Road • Rochester 

HOTELS 

MOVE THE WEDDING 
PARTY TO OUR HOUSE 

• Discounted rates available. 
Call and make your reservations now! 

1300 Jefferson Road, Rochester, NY 14623 
(716)272-8880 

• MMtton Oft atf to rwefrt xMHtontf Oteoum • 

CANDY FAVORS 

I sTeVcfs | 
jjf HOMEMADE CANDIES k 
£ Wedding Candy Specialties 

Open Daily 10 -6 
i 623 Park Avenue 473-2098 I •»y'ff'y'»'SPT^sr^'y'y4iasn!^vTr^vB''"avBvBv5m> 

FAVORS 

DAN'S 
CRAFTS* THINGS 

! EMPIRE BLVD., ROCHESTER, NY 14605 
716-654-8388«SAI/£-DO ITYOURSELF1 

.Accessories •Ribbons -Headpieces 
• Instruction Books • Cake Tops • Silk flowers 
• BridalBouquets 'FavorSupplies •Veiling 

Free Wedding Planning Workshop 
Two hour workshop Includes planning workbook 

Call today for next available date 
266-5472 

FLORISTS 

Florist 
For that one special occassion you 'U want perfection. 

482-1001 2279 Clifford Ave. 
(near Culver) 

FURNITURE 

Becker's 
F U R N I ^ T U R E 

A Great Place for Getting Started 
^436-5129 

1461 BUFFALO RD. at Howard 

JEWELRY 

IRISH WEDDING 
BANDS 

JEWELRY & GIFTS 
3rifliJiinintf^bo|i 
3821 Ridge Road West 

225-1050 
ij|^BJjta 

Jrisl j $c ddiitgSnmortf 
'ackett's Landing Fairport 

223-9070 

MUSIC 

TRAINED EXPERIENCED VOCALIST 

^ • Available for Weddings • *» 
J J Versed in Sacred, Classical «l J 

• & Popular Music 

HEATHER FAHEY • 7 1 6 - 6 6 3 - 7 6 7 6 

NEWSPAPERS 
tL lir JXrtu I jnrh (Linirs 

NEWS • BUSINESS^SPORTS • TRAVEL 
Distributed by 

MANSON NEWS DISTRIBUTORS 
634 South Ave.. Roch.. NY 

244-3880 

BRASSERIE 
For private, intimate parties 

up to 150 people. 
Eastman Place • 387 E. Main St. 

232-3350 

'TJINDIIEA'S) 

"Make Your Special Day A Memorable One" 
3 Banquet Rooms 

1713 LYELL AVENUE ROCHESTER, NY 14606 
(716) 254-0028 

"From 50 to 1000 People" 
fitiun Since 1955 
yUflil FOR PRIVATE PARTIES 

3 Distinctive Dining Rooms 
Spacious Private Cocktail Lounges 

235-6978 
1420 Scottsville Road Robert O'Connor 
Rochester, NY 14624 Richard O'Connor 

MfiiaM "ROCHESTER'S 
MOST ELEGANT 
P A R T Y H O U S E " 

Accommodations for 50-1500 Guests 
1020 Maple Street '36-2112 

RED MEN'S PARTY HOUSE 
• WEDDINQS • RECEPTIONS • SHOWERS 

•BANQUETS •MEETINGS 
Coordinating memorable events for over SO years. 

ACCOMMODATING 50-800 
1001 Lexington Avenue 254-6220 

•Receptions • Rehearsals • Showers 
Accommodations to 300 Guests 

(716) 546-2490 • 1400 Midtown Tower 


