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Readings remind us of Lord's mercy
By Bishop Matthew H. Clark
As I sit down to write o n this radiant
Easter morning, I remember the joy of
the Easter vigil last evening here at
Sacred Heart. At that moving
celebration, 16 m e n and women
received the Sacraments of Initiation
and were admitted into our community
of faith. It was a joy to b e with them as
they came to a moment that meant so
much to them and for which they had
been preparing for so long.
During our vigil, I remembered the
ways o u r parish communities had
supported their candidates for the
Easter sacraments with affectionate
prayer all through their time of preparation, and especially during Lent.
In my travels around the diocese
during these weeks, I h a d participated in
the prayer and sensed the affection.
T h a t experience made it clear to m e that
the prayer and affection were offered
not only by the community to the
candidates, but were returned by the
candidates in abundant measure to
those who had so generously supported
t h e m along the way.
Those beautiful bonds came to b e a n d
were nurtured in the process that led
our candidates to the Easter vigil. In that
process they met with the m e n and
women who received them in the name
of the community. Together they studied
a n d prayed, posed their questions a n d
raised their doubts, told of their faith ex-

LONG THE WAY
perience as it h a d thus far unfolded, and
shared their hopes a n d dreams for the .
future.
At t h e Vigil we all had a sense of the
holiness of these candidates, of the
sacredness of their stories a n d of our
call to continually support them with
affectionate prayer as they enter more
deeply into the mystery of new life in
Christ.
I a m deeply grateful for the reminder
Easter offers to all of us that we are
precious in t h e sight of die Lord. For
this reason I look forward to the
readings of the Easter season. They are
filled to overflowing with examples of
die tender compassion the Risen O n e
shows to us a n d of the gentle mercy H e
so freely a n d abundantly makes available
t o us in o u r moments of deepest need.
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THIS IS ALWAYS A SELLOUT... DONT DELAY, CALL TODAY

"Finally"
"All new recording—over 50 minutes of beautiful music...
...exquisite performance by recording artist Keith Wells..."

Be Not Afraid

On Eagle's Wings
Prayer of St Francis

Blessed Sacrament
Auditorium
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MISSIONARIES OF THE
PRECIOUS BLOOD

"The music you've beeri asking for is here"
Here I Am, Lord

NEXT-TO-I
* SALE

Monroe Ave. at Oxford St
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
„
May 3,4,5-9AM-8PM
Sat,May6-9AM-2PM(harfprice)
Clothingtorthe entire family, aX sizes, summer shorts
galore, much children's clothing. Shoes,
~ accessories, books, jewelry, furniture, cabinets,
H lamps, new shedes. linens, dishes, kitchen Hems,
.•
sn^appCark^ luggage, computers, TV's,
• reajrrJs&aJbunis. CD's, tapes,toutkjue,antiques,
H.
greeting cards, hardware, toys.
Come for km* orsuppar. Bring your Mmd*!

2 WEEK, 4 ISLAND DELUXE ESCORTED TOUR,
Rochester's most popular deluxe, escorted tour to
Hawaii! We invite you to compare. Featuring our
exclusive guide - Mr. Ed Kahale!

Think, for example, of the stories that
take place in the u p p e r room, o n the
road to Emmaus, by the lake side a n d in
the public square.
They are stories of sins forgiven,
hopes reborn, courage renewed a n d
faith strengthened. A n d they are stories
that, when retold in faith, bring us t h e
same gifts today.
O n e of the challenges that comes with
these good gifts is the call to bear
witness to the O n e who gives them all. I
find myself deeply encouraged in this
vocation by the way in which so many in
our community gave strong faith witness
to t h e m e n a n d women received into t h e
church at the Easter vigil.
If we asked them how they did it, I
suspect that they would b e quick to tell
us that they did nothing spectacular or
extraordinary.
Rather, they would speak about being
willing to share their own search for a n d
discovery of God, about honoring the
stories of others, about quiet service,
about openness to the living Spirit of
God, and about the joy o n e knows in
friendship with Christ.
As we move into this season of new
life in Christ, I h o p e that we will know
our call to give witness to H i m not as a
b u r d e n b u t as a great joy. I believe we
will d o that if we are aware of all that is
good a n d beautiful within us and are
willing to share those good gifts with
our sisters a n d brothers.
Peace to all.

Hosea

As members of a Congregation
characteristic of the Apostolic Life, we strive
to deepen our understanding of what God
has done for us in the great act of the
shedding of his blood and allowing it, in
Atlantic Province
turn, to direct our mission and ministry. We
find strength in this reality, to build up and restore the many broken
relationships that scar the humanfamily. In that blood, which speaks
more eloquently than that of Abel, we work to establish
communication and dialogue where isolation and hatred have taken
root. In that blood we struggle now for the justice that marks the
presence of God among us.

And Many More!!!
Not Sold In Stores
Mail check or money order with the form below:
— — — — — —
Make Check Payable to:

— Cut On Dotted Line —

Golden Lyre Records
P.O. Box 1100
West Acton, MA 01720
Please Print:
Name
:

compact DISC
Cassette Tape
Shipping/Handling
Total Enclosed

— — •
Qt
Price
v$15.95
$12.95

Total

$ 2,95

Address.
City
100% 30-da^ money back guarantee!

State.
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For more information contact: Rev. Mario Cafarelli CPPS
Director of Admissions
540 St. Clair Ave. W
Toronto, Ont. M6C1A4
Tel. (416) 653-4486

Zip.

ORDER NOW FOR EASTER]

Founded in 1815 by St. Gaspar Del Bufalo, we find ourselves in
various countries throughout the world. Our charismis manifested
through such ministries as foreign missions, parish ministry,
chaplaincies, teaching, and the spiritual formation of the laity.
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