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Creator of .B.C. honors 
'Mama,' 98, with 'toon' 
By Lee Strong 
Senior staff writer 

ROCHESTER - Most people who en
joy the cartoon strip B.C. have to wait 
for their daily newspapers to arrive. 

But not Katie Mantelli. 
The longtime parishioner of Holy 

Cross Church, 4492 Lake Ave., has a per
sonalized cartoon sent to her by John
ny Hart, the comic strip's creator. 

The cartoon came in the form of a 
birthday card for Mantelli's 98th birth
day, which she celebrated Jan. 9. The 
card jokingly suggests that the Charlotte 
resident might join on stage 99-year old 
George Burns, who is scheduled to per
form at London's Palladium Theatre to 
mark his 100th birthday next year. 

The card also includes the message, 
"Happy Birthday ... I Love You, Mama 
(Bobby Too.)" 

The card from Hart and his wife Bob
by is only the latest example in the more 
than 40-year friendship between the 
Mantellis and Harts. 

Johnny Hart , who grew up in the 
Binghamton-area,.was stationed at Geor
gia's Robbins Air Force base along with 
Mantelli's son, Chuck, in 1950-51. The 
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APARTMENTS 
{For Age 5 0 a n d Older) 

Convenient Downtown Location, walk to 
shopping. One direct busline. 
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Thoughts to Consider 
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When should we get bak to a regular 
routine after a loved one dies? 

No two people react in exactly the 
same way to the death of a loved one! 
Some people do well by plunging into 
old routines or setting up new ones. 
Others need time to adjust without the 
deceased. They need time to express 
feelings, to learn new ways of doing 
things and to put affairs in order. The 
critical matter is that the grieving 
person be aware of and wilting to deal 
with the changes death has created. 
Activity solely for the the purpose of 
escaping feelings and running from the 
pain will not work. On the other hand 
inactivity can further depression. The 
newly bereaved should take time to 
deal with feelings and then begin the 
tasks necessary to make l i fe 
meaningful. 
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2100 St Paul St, Rochester, NY 14621 
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two men worked together on the base's 
newspaper, with Hart providing cartoons 
and Chuck Mantelli serving as photog
rapher. 

Chuck Mantelli recalled that, even 
then, Hart 's dream was to be a car
toonist. 

"He was always interested in drawing," 
Chuck Mantelli said. "He was always 
drawing funny things on exam papers 
— any place where he could find a place 
to draw." 

The two New Yorkers visited each oth
ers' homes during furloughs. It was dur
ing a visit to Charlotte that Hart met 
Katie Mantelli, and soon began calling 
her "Mama." 

"We all refer to her as 'Mama,'" Chuck 
explained. "Out of respect he referred to 
her as 'Mama.'" 

"I treat him like a son when he was 
on furlough with Chuckie," Katie Man
telli recalled. 

Besides being treated like family dur
ing his stays, Hart discovered Katie Man
telli's delicious cooking. "He likes cook
ies," she noted with a smile. 

He also enjoyed the homemade pasta 
Katie Mantelli still enjoys making. She 
sent Hart and his wife some pasta just 
last year. 

Hart is not the only one who has been 
enjoying Katie Mantelli's cooking. She 
remains active at Holy Cross Church, 
where she and her daughter, Rosemary, 
recendy baked cookies and collected do
nations at the parish's St. Joseph 's 

S. John Wilkin/Staff photographer 

Katie Mantelli, a parishioner at Rochester's Holy Cross Church on Lake Av
enue, has enjoyed a special relationship with cartoonist Johnny Hart, creator 
of the comic strip B.C. 

MARILYN'S TOURS 
Specialists In Senior Group Travel 

"Last of the Red Hot Lovers"-
Dinner-May 16 $48 PP 
"Fiddler on the Roof Dinner-May 21 $55 PP 
Niagara Cruise-Luau-Jane 15 $51 PP 

BRANSON-May 17-21 
Air-St. Louis, New Hotel, 8 Meals, 11 Shows 
and Attractions. $895 PPDO 

LANCASTER, PA J u n e 1 3 
Hotel, 4 Meals, Amish Tour, 3 Shows, 
Hershey, Shopping. $298 PPDO 

MACKINAC, FRANKENMUTH June 19-24 
Hotels, 11 meals, Soo lock Cruise, Day in Agawa 
Canyon, Little Bavaria, Grand Hotel. $640 PPDO 

For reservations, brochure, info call: 
Vi: (716) 6211128 or 

Florence: (716) 663-1431 
All trips leave from Northgate Plaza. Greece 

Bazaar. 
In addition, "We clean the church 

every two months," she said. 
The Charlotte parish is the only 

church Katie Mantelli has known in 
Rochester. Born in Abruzzi, Italy, in 
1897, she moved to the United States at 
age 14, and to Rochester in March, 1925. 

"I sign up at Holy Cross the next day, 
and I'm still there," she observed. 

Even after Hart became a success, he 
continued to live in the Binghamton area 
— -he currently resides in nearby 
Ninevah, N.Y. — and remained in touch 
with the Mantellis. H e drew some car
toons for Katie Mantelli's grandchildren, 
and when her late husband, Frank, was 
sick in the 1970s, he sent a get-well card 
featuring all of his B.C. characters. . 

The latest card arrived after Chuck 
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Mantelli made 
some prints of 
pictures for 
Hart from 
their ' Air 
Force days 
and sent diem 
to the car
toonist for his 
birthday Feb. 
18. Along 
with the pic
tures, he men
tioned that his 
mother was 
celebrating her 98th birthday this year. 
The cartoon arrived soon afterward. 

"I was surprised," Katie Mantelli said. 
And how does she feel about Hart? 
"He's a beautiful man," Mantelli said. 
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St. Ann's Home Connection 
The best of both worlds. 

Home Connection offers older adults and persons wi th disabilities 
the best of both worlds. It enables them the opportunity to live at . 
home and spend their days at St. Ann's, where they can take 
advantage of fully-staffed health services along with leisure time 
activities in a safe, secure environment. Services include: 

• Personal care and bathing 
• Hot meals and nutritional counseling 
• Physical, occupational and speech therapies 
• Hearing evaluations 
• Health monitoring & skilled nursing care 
• Case management & counseling 
• Religious & educational activities 
• Social activities & field trips 
•Transportation 
• Individual & group exercise programs 

We will also arrange special services like podiatry, dental hygiene, 
mental health referrals, lab & diagnostic work, and trips to St. Ann's 
beauty salon, barber shop and the Peartree Store. 

Home Connection can mean something special for people w h o 
need help. In addition, Home Connection offers a much needed" 
break for family members w h o help care for a person at home. 

Recreation J herapist, Tammy Brooks with 
Home Connection Participant, Anna Smeltzer 

i f y o u w o u l d l i ke m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n 
a b o u t H o m e C o n n e c t i o n , 

p l e a s e ca l l u s a t 342-1700, e x t 440 . 


