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With a growth of interest in Messian.. Judaism, however, the first synagogues

standing of his purposes

for man, his purposes for
the Jewish people.
"His purpose is still to
be faithful to the Jewish
people," Luciano continued. "It shows you how
faithful he will be to the
Gentiles."
O n e of the things that
has been holding Jewish
people back from accepting Jesus is centuries of
anti-Semitism, Chernoff Karen Baron, a parishioner at St. Joseph's Church in Penfield, prays with the synagogue's memobserved. A n d a great bers during a recent service.
deal of that anti-Semitism
came at Christian hands.
me about the faithful God
of the Jewish people who
"Sixteen, seventeen hundred years of
persecution — by so-called believers in
had a plan for the Jewish
the Messiah — that was not helpful in
people. H e said so many
producing a positive response to Chriswonderful things about God
tianity," Chernoff observed.
that it provoked jealousy in
me.
He knew the God of IsNevertheless, it was through the efrael.
I had only heard about
forts of Christians that Rabbi Levine,
the God of Israel."
for example, found himself drawn to the
movement.
That conversation began
a period of Bible study and
Raised in Conservative Judaism — one
prayer that led Rabbi Levine
of the branches ofJudaism today — Ral>
to accept Jesus as the Mesbi Levine was active in his synagogue in
siah, to work in pastoral
Roanoke, Va. But he also had acquainministry in a Christian
tances who were fundamentalist Chrischurch and, ultimately, to
tians. Finally he asked one about his
Messianic Judaism.
faith, expecting to get a lecture about
views Messianic Judaism as the fulfill- Christianity's "superiority" to Judaism.
Appel, too, found his way
ment of biblical prophecy.
to
Messianic
Judaism
Instead, the rabbi recalled, "He told
through involvement with a
Chrislian church. As a member of the New Covenant
Christian fellowship in Penfield, he discovered "a great
deal of love and respect for
the Jewish people. That wasn't what I was told as a Jew• From $1328.00 per person plus port charges $119.50
ish child."
• $ 2 5 0 . 0 0 per person shipboard credit
In fact, he even rose to
• 4th of July in Boston Harbor
become a deacon in the
church, and engaged in
• Roundtrip bus transportation from Rochester included
work a m o n g some of the
CALL TODAY - SPACE IS LIMITED
Russian Jews who were settling in the area. Through
H o s t e d b y Todd Blide
that work, he met Rabbi
CUNARD
Bernis, and was drawn ConSong leader Mary Burke leads the congregation in
gregation Shema Yisrael.
^HOUDAYSL
Queen Elizabeth 2
"There was an apprecia- song. Shema Yisrael services include joyful and
prayerful music and dance, followed by prayer and
tion of Jewish roots that's
2094 Five Mile Line Rd. • Penfiekl
264-9910 • 1-800-724-6231

A ere established in the early 1970s,
Chernoff said.
Meanwhile, the movement is beginning to pick up speed, Chernoff reported. And the MJAA hopes to be at
ihc center of it.
Now that a base of support has been
< I eated with the emergence of congregations, he explained, the MJAA is
launching a five-year plan to gain attention, to proclaim Jesus to the Jewish people and to let Jews who have come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah know that
they are not alone. The organization's
goal is to swell its membership from its
current 2,500 to 100,000 during that period.
Moreover, Chernoff claimed that a
study conducted by the Council of Jewish Federations in 1990 — the National
Jewish Population Survey — indicated
that 350,000 Jewish people identified
themselves as Messianic Jews, Hebrew
Christians or as attending Christian
churches.
"It will just be a matter of time until
Messianic Judaism is the dominant
stream in the Jewish faith," Chernoff
predicted.
That sentiment was echoed by Shema
Yisrael member Sandra Luciano, who
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