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"NEWS
Students spend recess in service

By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer
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ROCHESTER - Certain St. John Fisher College students have been looking
over their right shoulders a lot recently.
They can't seem to shake the feeling
that supernatural beings — possibly angels — are riding on them all the time.
If they're feeling uncomfortable with
this angelic presence, the Fisher students
have no one to blame but themselves —
and a family living in rural West Virginia whose house the students repaired
during spring break.
According to a letter from the Beamer family, its members have prayed that
each of the students be protected by an
angel placed by God on their right shoulder. The family was grateful to the students for — among other things —jacking up their house's porch roof.
"You have served as a witness that not
all kids are out to mess up and raise havoc," the Beamers wrote. "That you can
do a j o b and do it well."
Along with Father Paul English, CSB,
director of campus ministry, and Cheryl
Grady, campus minister, eight Fisher students performed their work as part of
their stay at Nazareth Farm, outside of
Charleston. Staffed and run by volunteers, the farm was established by a
priest from trie Syracuse diocese 16 years
ago and has since helped dozens of
Charleston-area families in the impoverished region improve their living conditions.
The Fisher group stayed at the farm
the week of March 5-11 during the college's spring break. Along with groups

of students from Boston College and
Creighton University in Omaha, Neb.,
t_he Fisher group helped repair and build
various sections of three West Virginian
families' homes, including the Beamers.
T h e Fisher students responded enthusiastically when asked why they chose
to spend spring break serving others instead of relaxing themselves.
"I told people it would definitely beat
sitting, at h o m e and watching TV all
day," answered Matt Keppel, a sophomore computer science major from
Dunkirk, N.Y.
"I just love volunteering," said Colleen
McNichol, a sophomore psychology major from just outside of Buffalo. "It's a relaxing time for me. It makes me forget
about my troubles ... I love to see the
smiles on people's faces when you do
something for them."
Several of the students had previous-

Carballada
Continued from page 3
Canisius College, therTthrough his volunteer work with the Buffalo-area Association for Retarded Children.
"That got me interested in children
with disabilities," he observed. That in
turn led to his involvement with the "education of children, especially those
from economically disadvantaged situations," he added.
That ultimately led to Carballada's
election to the Board of Regents in 1978.
As a member of the board, Carballada had proposed testing a voucher sys^
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St. John Fisher College students, along with Father Paul English, CSB, and
students from Boston College and Omaha's Creighton University spent their
March 5-11 spring break repairing area homes near West Virginia's Nazareth
Farm.

personal appearance.
Everybody was allowed only one shower during the week in the farmhouse
which contains no TVs or stereos.
Bereft of material diversions, everyone on the farm turned to conversation
as the primary means of entertainment,
they noted.
"It just completely tore down the walls
that prevent people from getting to
know one another," Keppel said.
"Everybody was friendly," added Kilonzo.
All of the students repeated several
times that die trip to Nazareth Farm created an emotional high from which they
had yet to come down.
tem to allow inner-city children to attend the public or private schools of
their choice to see if it would help their
educational achievement. He agreed to
put it aside when he was elected chancellor in 1991. Now that he is no longer
chancellor — he's still a member of the
board until 1999 — he will likely reintroduce the voucher idea, he said.
Carballada also believes that the
board will continue to exist — despite
threats made by Gov. George Pataki to
do away with it. Nor does he believe proposed budgets cuts to the state's Education Department will ultimately be to
the extent the Republican governor has
suggested. A lot of what is going on, he
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ly volunteered for community service
projects and were ready for the kind of
poverty they encountered in West Virginia.
Chris Hascup, a freshman psychology major from Cooperstown, said she
had seen worse poverty in die back hills
around her hometown. Meanwhile,
Kenyan native Geoffrey Kilonzo, a freshman business management major, noted
that he had seen similar rural poverty
in his African homeland. "To me it was
not a big change, it was just a normal
way of life," he commented.
The students also experienced their
own kind of poverty during the week,
according to Father English.
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Paul Farney, a St John Fisher College
senior, took part in the volunteer efforts near Nazareth Farm over his
spring break.
"The last night a lot of people stayed
up ...just because we didn't want to say
goodbye," remarked Hascup who said
she may return to the farm in May.
For Keppel, it's too early to return to
the farm, but he may consider volunteering there for an extended period of
time in two or more years.
"The way I feel right now, this could
not be topped," he concluded.
said, is political posturing.
"If you really want to have something
debated, you almost have to present people with such a negative position that
they will say is so unacceptable they are
willing to make some other changes,"
Carballada suggested.
In remembering the range of his activities, Carballada praised his wife of
nearly 37 years, Virginia, who allowed
him the time to be involved in so many
different areas. He also credits God with
having given him so much.
"I believe good things happen to us
so we can be helpful," Carballada said. "I
believe there is something (God) wants
me to do."
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