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Spring’s early szgns warm the spirit

By Bishop Matthew H.-Clark

The first words I heard this morning
were spoken by the meteorologist on a lo-
cal radio station. He announced that
today’s high temperature would be above -
70 degrees Fahrenheit.

It did my heart good to hear that news,
as it has these past few days to note that
snow piles in the area are slowly
surrendering to rising temperatures.

I do not mean to complain about the
winter soon coming to a close. Compared
to the last two it seemed reasonably mild.
It’s just that I always look forward to the
first signs of spring and welcome them
with joyful embrace when they first
appear.

I saw one such sign recently as I took a
run along the canal. Great wedge-shaped
flights of geese made their way south in
the clear morning air. As they passed
they honked in chorus as if to say they
hoped we were enjoying the incipient
change of season as much as they were.

It will be a joy these next few weeks to
watch for other signs taking deeper root
among us. It will be good to see little chil-
dren heading for school without the need
to wear clothes that weigh more than
they do. It will be fun to have them
playing outdoors more during recess and
after school. And, won'’t it be a joy for

LONG THE WAY

everyone to follow the blossoming of this
region’s trees and shrubs?

Last Saturday, after a celebration of the
feast of St. Patrick at St. Mary’s Church,
Rochester, I responded to spring’s lure by
participating in the annual Run for the
Shamrocks. Although I run very
regularly, I had not participated in that
race or any other for many years. It was a
wonderful experience to join some 700

people that morning on a run which took

us from the heart of the city south along
the Genesee River to the University of
Rochester and back. It was as though
being with so many upbeat, enthusiastic
people increased one’s capacity to absorb
and be warmed by the spring.

An added bonus for me was the oppor-
tunity to run with Mary Jane Brennan, a
friend whom I first met when she was a
student at Cardinal Mooney High School.
Mary Jane is the current school principal
at St. Joseph’s Villa. Running along with
her provided an opportunity for reunion,
which I appreciated very much. She also
helped me forget, at least for a while, that
I was running five miles — a distance I
rarely do — at a speed I rarely achieve. .
(To put things in perspective about that
speed, let me tell you this: Sunday’s paper
listed the top 100 men finishers. My time
was 12 minutes slower than the 100th
male finisher!)

I saw many other friends along the way
that day. Among them were Sister
Rosemary Sherman, RSM, a noted area
marathon runner; and Father Jim
Schwartz, pastor of St. Louis, Pittsford,
who over the years has logged a good
many miles in area races.

If the patterns of years past are any
indicator, we have not seen the last sign
of winter. But it has been a joy to
welcome early signs of spring. They're
good for the spirit and speak strongly to
many of the themes of our preparation
for the Easter feast. I hope you have
enjoyed them as much as I have.

Peace to all.

March 23-25

at Chanty booths -on the mall.
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CHARITY BAZAAR

Not for profit groups and organizations spring into fundraising
action at the Spring Charity Bazaar, Thursday thru Saturday,
March 23-25, at Greece Ridge Center. What will you find?
Delicious home baked goodies and hand crafted items on sale

Thursday in December.
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Schauman-Sulewski
(— introduces
TRIBUTEl A Video
R Presentation Of A
Life Remembered

Together with Tribute Programs, Schauman-
Sulewski offers a beautiful and tasteful keep-

sake video tape of your loved ones.
Schauman-Sulewski

Funeral Home, Inc.
342-3400 - 2100 8t. Paul Street

UKRANIAN Egg Decorating Kits
« Dyes, stands and design books

Motor Sports Show March 24-26
- Aviation Show - March 25-26

B . "Also a'nice selection of Holiday
i ©  notions and much more.

Rochester s only complete Easter Center!

337 UNIVERSITY AVE
325-5547

Bunny April 1-15 in Carousel
Center Court, daily 11 a.m. - 4
p.m. and 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.;
Sundays noon - 5 p.m.. For your
family memory book, Instant
Photos are available!
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Easter Bunny Arrives - April 1, 10 a.m.

Easter Bunny has a free gift for all the youngsters. Visit the Easter

For additional information please call our
Mall Happenings Hotline 234-MALL

] AIRLINE TICKETS...

&

Judy

Graper

Travel (716) 385-3820
. The Barn Bazaar - Cloyer Street at Jefferson Rd., Pittsford, NY 14534

SPECIALISTS IN VACATION TRAVEL!

-

Someone from our office has been to almost

every tourist destination in the world! #
cost 510 more at Judy Graper Travel

CRUISES... we have personal knowledge of the slnps

and discounts on many sailings

TOURS... to everywhere

HONEVYMOONS.... to fit your budget as well
as your dreams

ADVENTURE TRAVEL... trekking...river
rafting...safaris

SPECIAL-INTEREST GROUPS...

call us for a quote for your family or club
group travel
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