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Teens tune in with'special liturgy

By Mike Latona
Staff writer

ROCHESTER - For the

;324- most part, age and atten-
(o tion span increase at sim-
ilar paces.
— Which means that when
it comes to teenagers at
— Mass, organizers often
Ac- have to go the extra mile
sted to grab their attention.
me- “Grades 9-12 is such an
edit ; R
and important age group.
-Ni- They sit and listen with
369- their parents, but they’re
not really listening,” said
— Diane Scheible, youth-min-
istry coordinator at St. :
— Mary’s Church, 15 St '
tine Mary’s Place.
: :s" To help overcome this
ces, dilemma, Scheible offers
fect, a special program for
Toll teens two Sundays per S. John Wilkin/Staff photographer
ept. month. The group spends  Diane Scheiblfe (top right), youth coordinator for St. Mary’s Church in Rochester, leads 2 dis-
—_ the first part of 10 a.m. cussion of the Gospe! during a March 5 gathering for teens.
Mass in a small basement )
— meeting room, conducting its own litur- Scheible began teen liturgies shortly | downtown Rochester parish.

gy- Meanwhile, a similar program for | after she became St. Mary’s youth min- “I get more out of it because it’s a lit-
grades 1-6 is held weekly during 10 a.m. | ister in October of 1994. According to | tle more casual and comfortable,” said
Mass in another downstairs room. Diane Kannel, the parish religious-edu- Chris, a senior at Rochester’s Wilson
Fourteen teenagers — seven boys and | cation coordinator, these services were | Magnet High School.
seven girls — gathered with Scheible this | among the top requests by teens during “Here, you get to go more in-depth,”
past Sunday, March 5. Participants took | the hiring process for a youth minister. | commented Siobhan, also a Wilson Mag-
turns delivering the day’s two readings, | Kannel explained that a similar program | net senior. “Not that I don’t like it up-
Gospel, and prayers of the faithful be- | had previously been conducted at St. stairs, but down here it’s more interest-

fore returning to the main church for Mary’s, but was in hiatus at the time ing.
the conclusion of Mass. ' Scheible began her duties. “I talk to my friends who don’t have

A chief component of these liturgies Chris Widmaier is one of St. Mary's | teen liturgies, and they look at going to
is the opportunity for teens to take part | teen liturgy “veterans,” and he said he’s | church as a chore,” Siobhan added.
in intimate discussion and reflection. | glad to see the program return to the : '
 For example, St. Mdfy’s youths used :
their March 5 meeting to compare their
lives with the Gospel passage recount-
ing Christ’s temptation in the desert.
“The temptations you’re starting to
experience are things we; as adults, ex-
perience every day — drugs, sex, pow-

ngg' er,” Scheible pointed out to the small M UN | ON

in- - congregation.

Dan When. Scheible asked participants

27. about temptations they've grappled with,

- 17-year-old Siobhan Conley replied with

— a smile, “I've been tempted to take my APPAREL
sister’s clothes when she’s not around.” - :

The teens then talked resisting temp-
tation through making Lenten sacrifices.
For Brett Wolfe, 15, this meant that “our
whole family has to give up TV.” Nikki
Lyons, 14, said her family is “fasting on
Fridays and donating the money to char-
ity.” Chris Widmaier, 17, is “going to try
not to procrastinate as much on (col-
lege) forms and applications.”
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