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tion than are any coercion and
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ercising their fundamental
rights. This is t h e h u m a n
throng which reaches out to us,
asking us for a gesture of
brotherhood.
2. We know that when individuals, families and communities have access to education
and to different levels of training, they can make better
progress on all fronts. Literacy
allows the person to develop
his possibilities^to broaden his

talents, to enrich his relationships. The Second Vatican
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Council affirmed: "It is one of
the properties of the human
person that he can achieve true
and full humanity only by
means of culture" ("Gaudiurn
et Spes," 53). Intellectual formation is a decisive element for
developing that human culture
which helps make people more
self-sufficient and free. It also
makes possible a better formation of conscience and a better
perception of moral and spiritual responsibilities.
Among the situations which
cause concern in our time, we
often h e a r of t h e increasing
world population. In this area,
it is preferable that families
should themselves take responsibility. In t h e consistory of
June 1994, the cardinals unanimously declared that "education a n d development are
much more effective responses
to the growing world popula-
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all artificial forms of population control" (Call of the cardinals for the protection of the
family, June 14,1994). The family itself as an institution is supported when its members can
make use of written communication; they are no longer passive subjects of programs imposed o n t h e m to the detriment of their freedom and the
responsible control of dieir fertility; they are the active subjects of their own development.
3. Faced with the seriousness

of the living conditions of our
brothers and sisters who are
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world.
5. Progress in educating the
illiterate will also make further
evangelization possible, this to
the extent that literacy will enable each of our brothers and
sisters to grasp the Christian
message in a more personal
m a n n e r a n d to reinforce listening to the word of God by
reading it themselves. Making
direct access to the holy Scriptures possible for the greatest
possible number of people, and
in their own language, can only
enrich the reflection and meditation of those seeking the
meaning and direction of their
lives.
I strongly urge the pastors of
the church to take to heart and
encourage this great service to
humanity. For it is a matter of
linking to the proclamation of
the good news the transmission
of a knowledge which enables
our brothers a n d sisters to- assimilate for themselves the
meaning of this message, to experience all its richness and to
make it an integral part of their
culture. In our time, can we not
say that to work for literacy is to
contribute to the building up
of communion in real and active brotherly love?
6. Through the intercession
of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
mother of Jesus a n d our own
mother, I pray that God will
hear our voices a n d touch our
hearts, that this Lent of 1995
will mark a new stage in the
conversion which our Lord Jesus Christ preached, from the
very beginning of his messianic mission, for t h e sake of all

kept at a distance from modern
culture, we have a duty to show
them our complete solidarity.
Actions undertaken to favor access to reading and writing are
the first condition for helping
the impoverished to mature intellectually a n d to lead their
lives more independently. Literacy and education are an essential duty and investment for
humanity's future, for "the fulfillment of the whole man and
of every man," as Paul VI said
("Populorum Progressio," 42).
In the midst of the peoples,
the greater the n u m b e r of
those enjoying a sufficient education, die better will the people be able to take their destiny
into their own hands. In this,
literacy training helps cooperation between nations a n d
peace in the world. T h e equal
dignity of individuals and peoples requires the international
community to take steps to
overcome t h e damaging inequalities which the illiteracy
of millions of h u m a n beings
still causes.
4. My gratitude goes to all
the individuals and organiza-

CAPTAIN'S JIM'S

tions engaged in t h e work of
solidarity which is t h e education of the illiterate. I speak
particularly to social a n d religious organizations, to teachers, schoolchildren a n d students, to all people of good
will, and I invite them to share
still more generously dieir material a n d cultural goods: I
h o p e they will d o so in their
own localities, and support the
work of organizations specifically involved in promoting literacy in o t h e r parts of the
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