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Ezra does God’s work in_Jerusalem

By JOE SARNICOLA

, nce there was a scholar
® named Ezra. He was an ex-
® pert in the laws of the Lord,

- ¥ as they had been given to
Moses. He was also a righteous man.
The Lord blessed him in every way and
I mperor Artaxerxes followed his advice

and provided him with whatever he .

needed. )
The emperor wanted Ezra to go to

Jlcrusalem to see if the people there were

"»llowing the ways of God. He gave Ezra
imoney to buy whatever would be need-
«d for the journey and many supplies
and items that were to be used in the
tcmple when Ezra arrived in Jerusalem.
A team of musicians, soldiers, and work-
crs went with him. Artaxerxes wrote a
letter which explained everything he
wanted Ezra to do. All who interfered
with Ezra’s work or who refused to fol-

... Mustration by Kathy Welsh

fast and pray for protection as they trav-
eled. “We will fast and pray that God
will keep us safe in our travels. I assured
the emperor that God would watch over

the temple in honor of
what God was doing.
After he and his people
had established the temple
according to the emperor’s
instructions, Ezra would
teach in the city square
every day and the crowds
of people would sit around
him and listen. The peo-
ple were so inspired by
Ezra’s talks about God and
his love that they began to
cry.

Ezra had his priests re-

an occasion for joy, not
sorrow. “The Lord will
give you a joy that will help
you in everything you do. Let us rejoice
together.”

The people obeyed Ezra’s instructions
to build temporary shelters to live in
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Bible Accent

In order to make studying the
Bible easier, scholars have divided
it into the following categories:

Old Testament (Genesis to
Malachi):

Pentateuch or Law Books: Gen-
esis - Deuteronomy

Historical Books: Joshua - 2 Mac-
cabees

Wisdom Books: Job - Sirach

The Prophets: Isaiah - Malachi

New Testament (Matthew - Rev-
elations):

Gospels: Matthew - John

Acts of the Apostles

Letters of Paul: Romans - Phile-

low his instructions would be punished  us, so we would not need an army to ac-  during what was called the Festival of mon
by forfeiting their property, exile from  company us. If we continue to have faith, - Shelters, based on the laws of Moses. * Universal Letters: James - Jude
the country or death. no harm will come to us.” The people built huts out of branches # Revelations
Before Ezra left he prayed with the Ezra discovered there were no Levites ~ and celebrated that festival for the first %
people who would be going with him.  to serve as priests in the temple of  time since Joshua had done so. The fes- %
“God has been good to us. The Emper-  Jerusalem as instructed by Moses, so he  tival lasted for a full week and ended &
or himself has provided for us to make = commissioned a search until enough of  with a special ceremony, according to #
sure that God’s work is being done in  them could be found and trained, and  law. &
Israel. May the Lord give us the strength  he also hired more than two hundred Ezra encouraged the people to fast o
and courage we need to carry out our  people would serve as workers in the  and pray regularly and he taught them
task.” temple. The Levites and other priests  regularly for the entire time he resided
Ezra also commanded the people to  were given charge of the silver, gold, and  in Jerusalem. o
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Jerusalem. Before entering the city, Ezra #
and his people rested for three days. The Q& A &
people of Jerusalem and the surround- ®
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Last month’s winner was Jesse DiLal- 4. Mark 6:34: “They were like sheep without a 7 z Sisters of Charity, after the order
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