
ATHOUC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 26.1995 PAGE 17 

The lector's ministry is awesome work 
By F a t h e r A l b e r t S h a m o n 

Cour ier co lumnis t 

Sunday's Read ings : (R3) Luke 4:21-
30; ( R l ) J e r e m i a h 1:4-5, 17-19; (R2) 
C o r i n t h i a n s 12:31-13:1-13. 

Last S u n d a y ' s r e a d i n g s s p o k e of 
God 's gift to us: His word , t h e Scrip­
tures . T h i s S u n d a y ' s r e ad ings focus 
on p roc la iming G o d ' s word . J e remi ­
ah is cal led t o b e G o d ' s m o u t h p i e c e . 
Jesus proc la ims tha t H e is t h e fulfill­
ment of God 's words. St. Paul says that 
God 's word is a message of love. 

In spi te o f t h e m a n y new a n d so­
phist icated m e t h o d s of communica ­
t ion now avai lab le in t h e m o d e r n 
world, t h e spoken w o r d still remains 
of critical impor t ance . Th i s fact is un­
likely to change , ever. T h e te lephone , 
te levis ion, r a d i o , w o r s h i p se rv ices , 
workshops, a n d classes all d e p e n d o n 
verbal c o m m u n i c a t i o n . 

God ' s word , t oo , d e p e n d s o n ver­
bal c o m m u n i c a t i o n . J e r e m i a h was 
called to sp read G o d ' s word — like all 
the o ther p rophe t s — orally. Paul pro­
claimed it t hus . S o d i d Jesus . 

A c c o r d i n g to s o m e s t a t i s t i c i ans r 

some 700 mill ion peop l e cannot read 
nor wri te — half of all t h e peop l e in. 
the world. But t h e r e a re only a hand­
ful who canno t hear . T h a t is why the 
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spoken word is so impor tan t . 
Some wiseacre once cracked that if 

t h e abi l i ty t o speak is a gift, t h e n 
" s o m e o n e m u s t have sho t San ta 
Claus." But t h e ability to speak is a 
gift — a gift from God. Have you ever 
though t abou t what is involved physi­
cally for you to u t t e r j u s t a s ingle 
word? Aside from your b ra in — which 
fashions what is said — and your lungs 
— which supply the air power for t h e 
s o u n d — h e r e a r e t h e p a r t s in your 
t h r o a t a n d h e a d tha t fash ion your 

speech: t h e t rachea , e s o p h a g u s , tra­
cheal carti lages, c r ico id a n d thyro id 
car t i lage, t r u e vocal a n d false vocal 
folds, ventrical, epiglottis, hyoid b o n e , 
larynx, o ropha rynx , soft palate,, h a r d 
palate, nasal cavity, frontal sinus, sphe­
noidal sinus, nasopha rynx , o r a l cavi­
ty, a n d t h e t o n g u e . T h e loss of any 
one of these would affect your speech. 

O n e of the ministries in the church 
today is t h a t o f lector , o r r e a d e r o f 
God 's word. In 1972, Pope Paul VI re­
stored t h e lector 's role to t h e official 
s ta tus of a ministry. N o longer does 
a p e r s o n have to b e a s tuden t for t h e 
p r i e s thood to b e formally m a d e a lec­
tor. P o p e Paul y i ' s words a re w o r t h 
ponde r ing : "Let t h e r eade r b e aware 
of t h e office h e has u n d e r t a k e n a n d 
make every effort a n d employ suitable 
m e a n s to acqu i r e t h a t inc reas ing ly 
warm a n d living love a n d knowledge 
of S c r i p t u r e t h a t will m a k e h i m a 
m o r e perfect disciple of t h e Lord ." 

T h e Holy Father asks tha t t h e rela­
t ionship be tween t h e lector a n d t h e 
r e a d i n g s b e very i n t i m a t e a n d per ­
sona l , l ike t h a t b e t w e e n ve ry c lose 
friends o r spouses: "a w a r m a n d liv­
ing love a n d knowledge." T h e lector 
m u s t k n o w t h e message to b e com­
munica ted , a n d have t h e fire of tha t 
message b u r n i n g within h im o r her. 

William Jennings Bryan, one of Amer­
ica's great orators , def ined e loquence 
as "die speech of o n e who knows what 
h e is ta lk ing a b o u t a n d m e a n s w h a t 
h e says — it is thought on fire." 

O n c e again, Bryan stated tha t elo­
q u e n c e resu l t s w h e n a s p e a k e r is 
"tremendously endiused abou t worth­
while th ings c o n c e r n i n g which h e is 
thoroughly informed." T h e persuasive 
lector mus t b e a p e r s o n of p r o f o u n d 
convict ions, who sincerely feels h e o r 
s h e c a n h e l p o t h e r s by convey ing 
t h o s e c o n v i c t i o n s i n so effective a 
m a n n e r as to inspire o the r s t o a d o p t 
t h e m a n d to m o l d the i r lives a n d ac­
t ions in t h e light of these beliefs. 

T h e lector 's minis t ry is a wonder­
ful work. T h r o u g h h im o r h e r God ' s 
l iv ing W o r d c o n t i n u e s t o b e p r o ­
cla imed to his people . Do no t let this 
task b e c o m e rout ine: a quick look at 
t h e t ex t s a n d a func t iona l r e a d i n g . 
Rather, immerse yourself in d ie Word, 
t h e n you will b e able to p roc la im it 
m o r e ably a n d to grow in your o w n 
knowledge a n d love of God . 

As the priest prays over the deacon 
about to read the Gospel, so his words 
apply to the lector: "May the L o r d b e 
in your h e a r t a n d o n your l ips t h a t 
you may worthily proclaim God ' s holy 
word." 
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BAKERIES/CAKES 

r — ewn:..in — —I 
CALABRESE'S I 

CULVER BAKERY , 

WEDDING CAKES • SWEETS TAMES 
. COOHETKAYS • TOMAN PASIWES 
[1352 Culver U . (near Merchants) " 

SAVOIA 
PASTRY S H O P P E 

4 8 2 - 1 1 3 0 
Wedding Cakes. Cookie Trays 

and 6wccts Table 
'•2»: Clifford Ave D c v h r M c r NY U r * » 

Sweet Memories by 
^Marina S. Barigelli 

Weddiijg Cakes 
special occasion cakes 

Elegant cookies 

426-7079 Choc, liqueur cups 
By AppL only 

CAKE DECORATING 

ANNJER M& 

Genesee Valley Regional Market 
900 Jefferson Road 

Rochester • 272-ti60cV -
• • ^m-ai mm * • . - . • - , , , , — . , • - . . j 

Wellesley 
Jims J£-

1 6 3 5 W . Ridge Rd.«(716) 6 2 1 - 2 0 6 0 
7 9 7 E. Henrietta Rd.«(716) 4 2 7 - 0 1 3 0 

CANDY FAVORS 

Homemade Candies 
Wedding Candy Specialties 

Opart Daily 10-6 
623 Park Avenue.* 473-2098 

FAVORS 

DAN'S 
CflAFTS i THINGS 

352 EMPIRE BLVD.. ROCHESTER. NY 14609 
716-8544388 

SAVE - D O IT YOURSELF! 
VfeUntAcceKHis • S i f t o a m 
Imkwtoa lookl - W i n 
Mil lOMMti • littM) 
FwSopftn 'Cibtopi 

Wo/war 
Customized labeling in honour of your 

Wedding, Bridal Toast. Rehearsal 
Dinars and Wedding Favors. 

Wldmcr's Wine Cellars - Naples, NY 
716374-6311 V* o r Susan 

F l o r i s t INC. 
For that one special occassion 

you'll want perfection. 

2279 Clifford Ave. 
(near Culver Rd.) 482-1001 

FURNITURE 

Becker's 
A Great Place for 
Get t ing S ta r t ed 

436-5129 
\ 1 4 6 1 BUFFALO RD. « Howard, 

JEWELRY 

th OJRCl 
&60 RK*9» Rd W U i Rochwi-t 

iDiwn Shop*! (TrchiMpW Main 
6 l l * 2 M 1I1S7H 

Buy his wedding twnd, receive hers free 

Pitnitud PUt» 
3300 Memo* V* 

SIMMS 

MUSIC 

READ_ 
<EIK jNcui llork eimes 

'JEWS * HUSlNEss"^ iPOPTS • 7R/-ES. 

D i s t r i b u t e d By 

M A N S O N N E W S D I S T R I B U T O R S 

6 3 4 S o u t h Ave R o c h N V 

244-3880 

A great beginning 
includes the 

CatholicCourier 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

TuMflTS 
PROFESSIONAL P H O T O C R A P H Y 

SPECIAL E V E N T S / O N - S I T E 

WCDDINti S M C I A l i m 

7 1 6 / 4 4 2 1 0 2 2 7 1 6 / 4 2 5 4 9 5 4 

RECEPTIONS 

•For Beautiful Banquets" 
Call Jay Arena 

767 Holt Rd.-Webster 

£m 872-4000 

The Historic 

ftvoif Iqi} 
•lO-^OO Guests 

*SHdow.& Buffet 
Zl(S-22ft-8181 Avon. NY 

THE 
BRASSERIE 

For private, intimate parties 
up to 150 people. 

Eastman Place • 387 E. Main SL 
232-3350 

fc^jesp * Receptions 
1J™*^( • Rehearsals 
*** -J . showers 

381-1880 
JVflJLE 1880 Blossom Rd. 

'An American Restaurant" 

fimf)(Ae S£awes 
Party Rooms 

featuring quoWy food at 
raatonabla prtcw for burwt 

and tit-down dlnnen. 
2 4 0 0 EMPIRE BLVD WEBSTER • 671-2556 

VUrV 
Airport-Rochester 

911 Brooks Avenue 
(716) 328-6000 

WEDDIKO SHO*ERS • RfcHEARSAl DlNNERS 
SPECIAL ROOM RATts FOR YQUR GUESTS 

5gmi2 
"From 50 to 1000 Paopla" 

Sine* 1855 

FOB PRIVATE PARTIES 

3 Distinctive Dining Rooms 
Spacious Private Cocktail lounges 

235-6976 
« » Scottnilla Road 
RodmtK Ht. 1*K« 

Rootft O'Connor 
Rldunt O'Cormor 

i PARTY HOUSE 

"ROCHESTER'S MOST 
ELEGANT PARTY HOUSE" 

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR 50-1500 GUESTS 
1020 MAPLE STREET 4 3 6 - 2 1 1 2 

RED MEN'S 
PARTY HOUSE 

ACCOMODATING 50-800 

1001 Lexington Ave. 2 5 4 * 6 2 2 0 

""Iwth open bar 

All for $14.95 
(716)464-0007 

Receptions • Rehearsals • Showers 
Accomodations to 300 Guests 

(716)546-2490 
1400 Midtown Tower 

RENTALS 

albano 
Tent & Special ETVent Rentals 

425-1285 

VIDEOGRAPHERS 

VIDEO CONCEPTS 
UNLIMITED 

"Specializing in Wedding Memories" 
Creative Video Production Services 

Dented 

(716)293-2455 
4 »•*. - t - ^ v t «~ . . 
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