-

ATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y

COLUMNS

COMMENTARY

THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 1995 PAGE 17

.. The lector’s ministry 1s awesome work

By Father Albert Shamon
Courier columnist
Sunday’s : (R3) Luke 4:21-

30; (R1) Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19; (R2)
Corinthians 12:31-13:1-13.

Last Sunday’s readings spoke of
God’s gift to us: His word, the Scrip-
tures. This Sunday’s readings focus
on proclaiming God’s word. Jeremi-
ah is called to be God’s mouthpiece.
Jesus proclaims that He is the fulfill-
ment of God’s words. St. Paul says that
God’s word is a message of love.

In spite of the many new and so-
phisticated methods of communica-
tion now available in the modern
world, the spoken word stiil remains
of critical importance. This fact is un-
likely to change, ever. The telephone,
television, radio, worship services,
workshops, and classes all depend on
verbal communication.

God’s word, too, depends on ver-
bal communication. Jeremiah was
called to spread God’s word — like all
the other prophets — orally. Paul pro-
claimed it thus. So did Jesus.

According to some statisticians,
some 700 million people cannot read
nor write — half of all the people in
the world. But there are only a hand-
ful who cannot hear. That is why the
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spoken word is so important.

Some wiseacre once cracked that if -

the ability to speak is a gift, then
“someone must have shot Santa
Claus.” But the ability to speak is a
gift — a gift from God. Have you ever
thought about what is involved physi-
cally for you to utter just a single
word? Aside from your brain — which
fashions what is said — and your lungs
~ which supply the air power for the
sound — here are the parts in your
throat and head that fashion your

speech: the trachea, esophagus, tra-
cheal cartilages, cricoid and thyroid
cartilage, true vocal and false vocal
folds, ventrical, epiglottis, hyoid bone,
larynx, oropharynx, soft palate hard
palate, nasal cavity, frontal sinus, sphe-
noidal sinus, nasopharynx, oral cavi-
ty, and the tongue. The loss of any
one of these would affect your speech.
One of the ministries in the church
today is that of lector; or reader of
God’s word. In 1972, Pope Paul VI re-
stored the lector’s role to the official
status of a ministry. No longer does
a person have to be a student for the
priesthood to be formally made a lec-
tor. Pope Paul VI's words are worth
pondering: “Let the reader be aware
of the office he has undertaken and
make every effort and employ suitable
means to acquire that increasingly
warm and living love and knowledge
of Scripture that will make him a
more perfect disciple of the Lord.”
The Holy Father asks that the rela-
tionship between the lector and the
readings be-very intimate and per-
sonal, like that between very close
friends or spouses: “a warm and liv-
ing love and knowledge.” The lector
must know the message to be com-
municated, and have the fire of that
message burning within him or her.

Wllham]enmngs Bryan, one of Amer-
ica’s great orators, defined eloquence
as “the speech of one who knows what
he is talking about and means what
he says — it is thought on fire.”
Once again, Bryan stated that elo-
quence results when a speaker is
“tremendously enthused about worth-
while things concerning which he is
thoroughly informed.” The persuasive
lector must be a person of profound
convictions, who sincerely feels he or
she can help others by conveying
those convictions in so effective a
manner as to inspire others to adopt
them and to mold their lives and ac-
tions in the light of these befiefs.
The lector’s ministry is a wonder-
ful work. Through him or her God’s
living Word continues to be pro-
claimed to his people. Do not let this
task become routine: a quick look at
the texts and a functional reading.

‘Rather, immerse yourself in the Word,

then you will be able to proclaim it
more ably and to grow in your own
knowledge and love of God.

As the priest prays over the deacon
about to read the Gospel, so his words
apply to the lector: “May the Lord be
in your heart and on your lips that
you may worthily proclaim God’s holy
word.”

ﬁ\

.@@D

7995

/ﬂMC\

edding Guide

T2 (=

\

APARTMENTS HOTELS FLORISTS " NEWSPAPERS  RECEPTIONS  RECEPTIONS
| W Ehe '\'t'l’?l E\ﬁ:!)( Tunes THE RED MEN’S
‘ We“eSley 'Fﬁfm e st | BRASSERIE

For private, intimate parties
up to 150 people.
Eastman Place + 387 E. Main St.

you'il want perfection. eBANGUETS swifTAGE

MANSON NEWS DISTRIBUTORS

Inns 3%

1635 W, Ridge Rd.*(716) 621-2060

PINEN OF PERINTON

633 South Ave Roch. NY

2279 Clifford Ave. ACCOMODATING 50-800

PASTRY SHOPPE

Wedding Cakes. Cookie Trays

SAVOIA

482-1130

1

FECEoESEESSESSSSSS
Jrish Import !
Shop

(EOURCES

TaMATS

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY

H R\\\ ‘."\‘1‘-'}“‘ \‘fiid R;N;}:) 10 797 E. Henrietta Rd.+(716) 427-0130 (near Culver Rd.)  482-1001 244-3880 2323350 h0o1 Lexington Ave, 254-6220
FURNITURE L Sy ® Receptions
: A great beginning * Rehearsals «$ W
includes the @ 5 « Shovers i et
¢ S b 2 - 381-1880 —_ with operi bar
CALABRESE’S ¥'S| | CatholicCourier -
' VERY s eu R E "MILL“ ‘]880 Blossom Rt'i' All for $142.95
EREE COORIT TRAY ‘An American Restaurant (716)464-0007
PSS sy wath A Great Place for
I Ve Weddime €k Gettmg;;aatsd
1 Lszfj_“f‘:ﬁnm;“)&ﬁ 1461 Elur‘m'w RD. ‘st Howara PHOTOGC gmpmg gangg %@y
. = RAPHERS | P,y Rooms mm

Featuring quality food at
romonobn rices for bufets
n dinners.

2400 EMPIRE BLVD WEBSTER ¢ 674-2556

SPECIAL EVENTS/ON-SITE

BANDS
and Svects Table IRISH WEDDING o
227 Cifford Ave  DRochester NY 14o09] . ]l‘é?{il;dkgf gagm‘s WEDDING SPECIALISTS SM
(716) 225-1050 7167442 1022 7167425 4954 rt-Rochester
9 Brooks Avenue
Sweet Memon&s by e e————— (716) 328-6000
Marina S. Barigelli RECEPTIONS o S s D

Receptions ¢ Rehearsals ® Showers
Accomodations to 300 Guests
(716) 546-2490
1400 Midtown Tower

special oceion cakes DAN'S
O]
Elegant coorllaes CRAFTS & THINGS y Vl[ “From 50 to 1000 Pecple”
Choc. i 452 EMPIRE BLVO., ROCHESTER. NY 14609 560 Ridge RE W :n:':::‘u:: nﬁ::s:tﬂ m;: /ﬂ‘% ga"g Since 1955 Tent & Special E‘\‘}ent Ren‘a]s
ueur om win Tec! 1 Monsoe Ave N
By APP'(—] only P 426-7079 SAVE - gg IT YOURSELF! ww.:::» ' 315719 5869145 FOR PRIVATE PARTIES 425_1 2 8 5
. Accessories © Silk Flowers Buy his wedding band, recewe hers free 3 Distinctive Dining Rooms
Weddiog - oy " ,
:mm ::s : m “‘For Bgm}n_tdi:vul Banquets Spacious Private Cocktul! Lounges
CA K E ) hR A'l'] N il o Cate Tops 767 Hot Rd -Webster 235-6078 ) ———-——_—_—-—_VIDR q PIIER S
DECORATING MUSIC 716) 872-4000 _ petonig el i i EOG
WIDMER e DR NS
PARTY HOUSE
gvon Inn “Specializing in Wedding Memories™
sty ot Dinners and Wedding Favors. s *Sitdown. & Buflet Wy | EL LI AR HODRE™ 31 H
g ) Widmer's Wine Cellars - Naples, NY 't 718-226-8181  Avoa., NY " | ACCOMMODATIONS FOR 50-1500 GUESTS Deaise )
900" % 1020 MAPLE STREET 436-2112 (716) 295.2455
Rochester 8608, 716-374-6311 Liz or Susan . =
- o * 272 %‘“t_ﬁ e tir e o tem s dhedew LGY TE b b et T Le T e Y LS 2w

—— e i



file:///1461

