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YOUTH

Penfzeld gurl’ creathty makes her a celebrit;

o By Mike Latona

d- Staff writer

56

ot PENFIELD — As the 6 p.m. television

% show began, Leah Tarantino sat on the

'-"g living-room couch in quiet and nervous

se anticipation.

6. Her mother Georgeann, on the other -

hand, was not as successful at containing

; her enthusiasm.
s “Leah, I'm so excited I can’t stand it!,”

Georgeann exclaimned from across the

)
o room.
:‘:'39 Well, after all, it's not every day that
' your daughter gets to appear on national
— television.
: Family and friends gathered at the
E-; Tarantino residence on Saturday, Jan.
33, 91 to watch Leah be featured U to U, a
er, - weekly children’s show on the Nick-
o elodeon cable network.
\n- Leah, 11, a fifth-grader at St. Joseph’s
35. School, 39 Gebhardt Road, had submit-
ted a short story, “The Neon Witch,” to
- Nickelodeon back in April and learned
- in June that it would be shown on U'to U. 4 A
:es " Leah, her mother and her father, Ben, S. dohn Wilkin/Staff photogra ner
gg' then were flown in October to New York | Leah Tarantino (second from right), a fifth-grade student at Penfield’s St. Joseph’s School, watches her story ‘The N on
‘ Witch’ come to life in the form of a ‘clay-mation’ skit on the Nickelodeon cable network’s U to U show. Watching the . an.

City, where Leah was interviewed.
Finally, after three more months of

21 program with Leah (from left to right) are Bryanna Gebby, Alexa Tarantino, Bret Gebby and Gabrielle Tarantino (on fic r).

patient waiting, the finished product
r.;; and Leah’s interview were ready to be ored) wart,” Leah acknowledged. “The Neon Witch” conclude last Sz 1r-
C. aired. The segment, which Leah was see- Jean Beachley, Leah’s fifth-grade | day, the room broke into spontane -us
8. ing for the first time, was presented as a teacher at St. Joseph'’s School, noted that | applause. Seconds later, the Taran' no
— “clay-mation” skit invelving ﬁhe use of “The Neon Witch” is just one of many | phone started ringing ... and ringin
- three-dimensional clay chardtters. fresh story ideas which find their way | and ringing.
= At approximately 6:20 p.m. on Satur- . from Leah’s imagination onto paper. While her mother was asking call.-rs,
~ " day, “The Neon Witch” hit the airwaves “She’s very interested in creative writ- | “Wasn’t she great?,” “Did you see 1-2,”
i across the United States — and in the ing. She has a great vocabulary, probably | and “What do you think?,” a slig itly
3 h United Kingdom as well. because she’s an avid reader,” Beachley | stunned Leah remained rooted to ihe
' For those who didn't catch the pro- remarked. couch.
’ gram, Leah’s tale centers around Wood-’ As Leah’s family and friends watched “People all over the United States just
— ia, a witch who dresses in bright colors ' watched me. Oh, my God,” she niur-
— . instead of traditional witch’s black. Her mured.
; . garb even includes multicolored fake Leah reacts with nervous excitement “Rubbing elbows with the big shots,”
— ‘ fingernails. as she appears on national TV. her 8-year-old sister, Alexa, chirpec .
;ve i This glitzy get-up angers all the other )
se. & - witches in town, so they shun Wood-ia R s T TR e T R T e e e AR
ind. and mount a campaign to have her pun- ' e ! ” i 5 -
:":f ished by the Queen Witch when she .e
87. comes to town. s
Instead, the Queen Witch — who also
- , prefers colorful clothmg — appoints
ro. ‘ Wood-ia her “vice-witch.” The black-clad
& witches are designated as maids who
lax- 1 must now wait on Wood-ia.
:"": \ The story’s moral, Leah told her view- | . ‘minds® of part iCip
ica- i ers, is that “you shouldn’t make fun of | "flocked o Hgly Name of
28. | somebody just because they look dif- i
ferent or sound different.”
~? » Leah, whose creative skills also in-
AP- : clude poetry and illustrations, said Nick-
inc- elodeon’s presentation of “The Neon
B‘dr?; Witch” contained only a few minor al-
gls- | terations from the original story she
lew i wrote back in third grade.
EA}J { “I'took out the part about the big (col-
bad !
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