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Pope attractswmillions to Manila

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

MANILA, Philippines — Despite his *
halting steps, a playful Pope John Paul
II seemed to find new energy as well
as new uses for his cane during a five-
day stay in the Philippines.

At the Jan. 14 prayer vigil for World
Youth Day, the pope used the cane to
wave to the more than 1 million young
people stretched far beyond his sight.

He conducted a song with the sil-
ver-handled cane, then began twirling
it to the delight of the teens.

The main focus of the pope's Jan.
12-16 Manila stay was the young peo-
ple and their mission in the world,
but the visit also included a special
message broadcast to Catholics in Chi-
na and praise for the faith of Filipinos,
83 percent of whom are Catholic.

The faith of Filipinos and the pop-
ularity of Pope John Paul combined
to set a record for crowd size at a pa-
pal event, Police estimated up to 4 mil-
lion people gathered for the Jan. 15
Mass closing World Youth Day.

The densely packed crowd forced
Philippine officials to fly the pope by
helicopter to the Mass instead of hav-
ing him ride in a popemobile the two
miles from the apostolic nunciature.

With hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple lining the streets of the papal mo-
torcades and the very spontaneous
mood of Pope John Paul, security
quickly became a major concern.

Shsg s St xS
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The pope made no allusions to the
security issues, but he did admit he
was aging.

When young people at the vigil
started chanting “Lolek,” his child-
hood Polish nickname, the pope told
them, “Lolek was a child; John Paul
Il is an old man.”

The youths’ groans showed they did
not agree, so the pope said, “just call
me Karol,” explaining his given name
was what people called him once he

became a young man.

In another departure from his pre-
pared text, the pope announced the
1997 world youth gathering would be
in Paris — an announcement he was

. expected to make the following day.

After an aide whispered something
in his ear, the pope said, “Oh, I have
revealed a top secret.”

In his first meeting with the youths
Jan. 13, the pope said young Catholics
have a responsibility to join “the
church’s never-ending mission to pro-
claim the Gospel of salvation to the
ends of the earth.”

At the vigil he said they must face
“the challenge of having a purpose,
a destiny and of striving for it.”

He urged them to reject the “false
teachers” in science, culture and the
media who try to convince them there
is no definite truth and no sure path
to happiness.

All are called to “the vocation of

AP/Wide World Photos  love,” he said, love of God and one’s

Pope John Paul It holds up a native hat as he neighbors shown in solidarity and in

When the pope waded into a crowd greets the crowd upon his arrival in Manila, sharing with others the good news of
of child dancers at the airport arrival Philippines.

ceremony, “there was chaos, but it was

a healthy chaos,” said joaqum Navarro-Valls, the papal

spokesmarn.

He said Jan. 14 that the Philippine government had in-
" formed the Vatican about reports of threats against the pope’s

life during the visit.

“But the Philippine authorities have not asked us to make
changes in the Holy Father’s schedule,” he said. And, “he will
not stop his close contacts with people.”

Earlier, Navarro-Valls denied news reports that the Vatican
had furnished the government with a list of 109 names of for-
eigners who might try to enter the country to disrupt the trip.

in many families.

pope said. -

God’s love.
During his Jan. 15 Mass homily, the

pope-asked young people to work to close the generation gap
~and help heal the “immense frustration and suffering” found

“I am asking you to build bridges of dialogue and commu-
nication with your parents,” he said.

“Be a healthy influence on society to help break down the
barriers which have been raised between generations,” the

“Be a sign of hope for the church, for your countries and all
humanity,” he told them. “May your light spread out from
Manila to the farthest corners of the world.”

Denver trip spurred Livonia teen’s faith

By Mike Latona
Staff writer

LIVONIA -~ With his appearance in
the Philippines this past week, Pope
John Paul II again used World Youth
Day as a direct way of reaching millions
of young Catholics.

As one diocesan teenager realized two
summers ago, this ‘personalized ap-
proach can have far-reaching effects on
one’s faith journey.

Brian Beecher, a parishioner at St.
Joseph’s Church, 14 Washington St., at-
tended World Youth Day in August of
1993. Brian and his sisters, Becky and
Winanne, were among a 15-member
contingent from St. Joseph’s which jour-
reyed to Denver, Colo., along with ap-
proximately 600 other diocesan
Catholics as World Youth Day was held
in the United States for the first time.

“I wasn’t active in youth group before
then. Now I go to youth group, have
been on retreats and have been more
active in the church,” said Brian, 16, a ju-
nior at McQuaid Jesuit High School.

One of Brian’s most vivid memories
was being present in Mile High Stadium
when he saw the pope for the first time.

“When I watched him come in, it hit
me — this is actually the pope, not some-
one you‘ see on TV or in the newspa-
per,” Brian recalled.

The Mile High experience was also
special for Therese Mack, who had re-
cently been hired as St. joseph Church’s

youth minister and was on her very first
outing with the parish youth group.

“I could see the bonds forming to-
gether when we were waiting for the
pope to arrive,” said Mack. During the
pope’s address, “everybody had their
arms around each other. I just felt real-
ly, really close to them — we had this
common bond.”

Another unique experience for the
youth group occurred two days later
when members walked two miles to
Cherry Creek Park to participate in an
overnight vigil with hundreds of thou-
sands of other youths from around the
world. This event was followed by a con-
cluding Mass celebrated by the pope the
next morning.

“We were just going around at 1 a.m.
and meeting people from all over the

country,” Brian recalled.

Brian added that the pope’s dedica-
tion to holding World Youth Day every
two years is crucial in keeping teens ac-
tive in their Catholic faith.

“I'm really glad that he comes; it’s re-

ally important. There are a lot of old -

people and really young people involved
in the church, but not too many teens,”
Brian commented.

Mack acknowledged that the World
Youth Day experience remained with
her youth group long after they returned
to Livonia. In October of 1993, on
World Youth Sunday, the teens gave pro-
found accounts of their Denver experi-
ences to the adult parishioners at St.
Joseph's Church. e

"“You could just feel a really deep sense
of faith and sharing,” Mack said.

'e“
Penfield girl to be featured on national TV

PENFIELD — Stories in the Catholic

Courier reach all corners of the

Rochester diocese.

Leah Tarantino’s story; on the other
hand, will be seen all over the country
this coming Saturday, Jan. 21.

Not bad for someone who'’s only in
the fifth grade!

Leah, a student at St. Joseph’s School,
39 Gebhardt Road, will be featured on U
to U, a weekly children’s program on
the Nickelodeon cable network. The
show is scheduled to air at 6 p.m. Sat-

urday.

A story which Leah wrote back in the
third grade, titled “The Neon Witch,”
was sent to Nickelodeon last fall after
Leah saw an advertisement asking for
contributions to the program. Her tale,
based on a witch who dresses different-
ly from those around her and is subse-
quently rejected, will be acted out with
clay objects. A Nickelodeon interview

_with Leah will also be included in the

upcoming segment.
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