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God keeps the best wine to the last 
By Father-Albert Shamon 
Courier columnist 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) John 2:1-
12; (Rl) Isaiah 62:1-5; (R2) 1 
Corinthians 12:4-11. 

Jesus began His public life with a 
banquet and ended it with a banquet. 
At both banquets, wine played an im­
portant part. 

The first banquet was at Cana, 
about six miles northeast of Nazareth. 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, was at this 
banquet. Joseph no doubt was dead 
at this t ime, or else he, too, would 
have been there. Jesus was also there, 
but He brought along five disciples 
and this might have caused the short­
age of wine. 

Mary discovered the shortage. A 
wine failure at a wedding feast would 
have been a catastrophe. It would have 
prematurely ended a feast that was to 
last from three to seven days. That 
would have caused a regular donny-
brook: guests would have turned on 
the groom, the groom on the bride, 
the bride's parents on the groom's 
parents. Thanks to Jesus and Mary, 
the problem never materialized. 

Mary noticed the shortage because 
she was probably serving the guests. 
Immediately, she hurr ied to Jesus. 

WORD 
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"They have no more wine," she told 
Him. Jesus replied, "Woman, how 
does this concern of yours involve me? 
My hour has not yet come." 

There is not the slightest trace of a 
rebuke in His words. Jesus was speak­
ing in Aramaic and "woman" is the 
English equivalent of the utmost re­
spect. Jesus, die model of every virtue, 
would never address His mother save 
with the greatest reverence. Moreover, 
Mary was acting out of charity to pre­
vent embarrassment to the hosts and 

Jesus would be the last person in the 
world to rebuke a request prompted 
only by charity. 

We must remember that John is 
recording this incident. He was writ­
ing 60 or 70 years after it had hap­
pened. In hindsight he saw more than 
the miracle. He was interpreting it. 
He saw its deeper signification. 

The abundance of wine distributed 
at Cana was for John a sign of the 
abundance of gifts Jesus would give 
when His houFTiad come. His hour 
came at another banquet — the Last 
Supper — and ended on the cross. At 
Cana, He changed water into wine; at 
the Last Supper, He changed wine 
into His body and blood. On the 
Cross, He again spoke to His mother 
as "woman" when He said, "Woman, 
behold, your son." For Jesus would 
have us see that Mary is the woman 
of Genesis (15:3) and the woman of 
Revelation (12:1) clothed with the sun, 
confronting the red dragon — the new 
Eve, the Mother of all the living, our 
Mother. 

After having given her to us, John 
does not say that Jesus died; rather 
he said, "And bowing his head, he 
handed over the spirit." 

Thus John saw Cana as a sign of the 
greatest miracles of Jesus when His 

hour would come; namely, His giving 
us His body and blood in the Eu­
charist; His giving us His mother; and 
His giving us the Holy Spirit. 

Feodor Mikhailovich Dostoyevski 
remarked once that Jesus's first mir­
acle was not to heal the sick, cure the 
blind, raise the dead, or drive out 
demons. His first miracle was to save 
a young couple from being embar­
rassed on their wedding day, to pre­
vent the joy of a wedding feast from 
turning into a brawl. 

Jesus came onto life's stage just to 
make everybody happy and to spread 
joy. His coming was tidings of great 
joy; and His message was good news. 
So many marriages today are filled 
with anything but jpy. The reason is 
that Jesus and Mary have not been in­
vited into so many marriages. 

The key to joy in life and in mar­
riages is to keep Jesus and Mary in 
your lives and in your marriages. If 
you do so, then should the wine of 
iove and joy ever fail, they will work 
veritable miracles to restore them. 
And as the years go on, that love and 
joy will so increase, that at the twi­
light of life, you will be able to say, 
"You have, Lord, kept the best wine 
to the last." 
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HaUoran&Son 
2125 Chili Avenue 2477590 H. Daniel Halloran 

Michael R. Yackiw 
Funeral Home 
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DiPonzio Funeral 
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Nazareth 
College 

Offers Something 
for the 

Whole Family 
This Spring... 
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• Introduction to Lotus 1-2-3 
Jan. 23 - Feb. 27 (6 sessions) 
Fee: $124 

• Learning How to Learn-
For Adults Only 
Mar. 7 - 28 (4 sessions) 
Fee: $50 

• Managing Your Time: Skills 
for Getting Things Done 
Mar. 8 - 29 (4 sessions) 
Fee: $50 

• Keyboarding for Kids 
Mar. 4 - Apr. 29 (8 sessions) 
Fee: $60 

• L'italiano Per i Piccoli II 
Jan. 21 - Mar. 25 (^sessions) 
Fee: $65 

• Saturday Art for Children 
Feb. 11 - Apr. 8 (7 sessions) 
Fee: $75 

• Cartooning and Narrative Art 
Jan. 28 -JMar. 25 (8 sessions) 
Fee: $65 • Therapeutic Touch 

Mar. 8 - Apr. 12 (6 sessions) 
Fee: $60 

For more information, call the Office of Continuing Education: 586-2525, ext. 405 
Other non-credit courses are available. 

"We will not win our war against poverty until the 
conscience of the entire nation is aroused."—I.WDON JOHNSON 

C hirty-one years ago, Lyndon Johnson challenged 
us to empower our poor when he declared... 
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Prom the producers of Eyes on 
the Prize and The Great 
DepressM»».Narrated by Lynne 
Thigpen. 
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