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Wans come in bunches
for Notre Dame hoops

By Mike Latona
Staff writer

If Elmira Notre Dame’s basketball teams can round
into late-season form as nicely as they've performed at
various times during the 1994-95 season, the Crusaders
could go deep into the Section 4 playoffs.

At the season’s halfway point, the Southern Tier
school has already experienced some significantly suc-
cessful runs. The boys recently compiled an eight-game
winning streak and entered this week with an 83 record;
meanwhile, the Crusader girls won four out of five
games after losing their first six of the season.

The ND boys have already exceeded their victory
total of seven from a year ago. Highlighting the surge
was their own holiday tournament title, which they
captured with a 60-59 win Mansfield in the Dec. 27 fi-
nals on Joel Stephens’ basket with seven seconds to go.

ND’s run was finally snapped last week when the

Crusaders lost 77-65 at Marathon on Jan. 4 and 63-50
at Elmira Free Academy on Jan. 6.

“We seemed to be out of sync after the New Year’s
break,” Coach Mike D’Aloisio said of the two losses.
“Hopefully we can get back to basics and start execut-
ing like we did in 1994.” .

The Notre Dame girls, meanwhile, are finally turn-
ing the corner after finishing 4-16 in 1993-94 and not_
winning4 single game in 1992.93. ND equaled its vic-
tory total of those entire two seasons in just 16 days
with its 4-for-5 run, chalking up triumphs over Hor-
nell, Southside, Corning East and Southside again.

“The overall aggressiveness of the team is improved,
where before they were timid,” ND Coach John Burge
commented. “They’re on their way now.”

In their first e of 1995, the ND girls were dealt
a 53-43 defeat by visiting EFA on Jan. 6. That loss
dropped the Crusaders’ record to 4-8.

- More hoops highlights

Our Lady of Mercy's girls (7-1) went 3-for-3 last week,
winning 60-27 at Aquinas Institute on Jan. 3; 53-50 over
host-and previously unbeaten Fairport on Jan. 6; and
74-38 at home over Buffalo Sacred Heart on Jan. 7.
Gina Montesano topped the Monarchs in all three
games, scoring 22, 21 and 31 points, respectively.

Bishop Kearney's boys improved their record to 10-
0 with a 62-60 win at East on Jan. 3 and a 72-60 decision
at Franklin on Jan. 6. Patrick Goode made the key play
against East, popping a three-point basket for the de-
ciding points with 55 seconds remaining as BK rallied
from an eight-point deficit in the final three minutes.

The Kearney girls (7-1) won 70-38 at Harley Allen-
dale-Columbia on Jan. 6 behind 20 points from Shan-

non Rene. BK’s perfect record was finally tarnished |

on Jan. 8 with a 60-54 home loss to Irondequoit de-
spite 22 points from Sandy Moll

In the City-Catholic League, McQuaid Jesuit’s boys
(7-3) netted a 78-65 home win over Edison on Jan. 6.
Chris Fox led the way with 24 points to quell the In-
ventors, who had entered the game with a 7-1 récord.

Nazareth Academy’s girls (2-7) rolled to a 51-36 home
win over Greece Arcadia on Jan. 4 as Traci Sergeant
turned in a 21-point performance. )

The Aquinas girls (3-5) got 10 points from Laura Bi-
lak en route to a 47-43 home win over East on Jan. 6.

S. John Wilkin/Staff photographer

Aquinas institute’s Shane Kavanagh (right) and McQuaid Jesuit High School’s Tali Burton battie for pos-
session of the puck during a Jan. 7 league game at Lakeshore Rinks between the two rival teams. The

Knights nipped the Little irish, 2-1.

Hot goalie leads Knights past AQ

By Mike Latona
Staff writer

There’s not much higher praise from coach to play-
er than in Al Vyverberg’s assessment of Jake Eisen-
hauer. ' S :

“Our record is 7-4, and it wouldn’t be without him,”
the McQuaid Jesuit hockey coach remarked about his
senior goaltender. )

Most certainly the Knights wouldn’t have achieved
their seventh win if it weren’t for Eisenhauer’s heroics
during McQuaid’s battle against arch-rival Aquinas In-
stitute last Saturday, Jan. 7. :

AQ’s Mike Corey knows all too well how much Eisen-
hauer factored in the game’s outcome. With just 12
seconds remaining, Corey had the puck all alone less
than five feet from Eisenhauer. Yet the McQuaid goalie
flashed his glove out to his left and snagged Corey’s
shot, preserving the Knights' 2-1 victory at Lakeshore
Rinks

-

That stop was the biggest of the 36 recorded by Eisen-
hauer in a game which also featured a great effort by
AQ netminder Jared Zambito (26 saves). ,

In fact, this battle had everything but scoring: While
Eisenhauer and Zambito were finding ways to stop the
puck, their hard-hitting teammates were frequently
finding their ways to the penalty box. The squads com-
bined for 17 infractions over the first two periods be-
fore only picking up one penalty each in the final 15
- minutes.

~ “It was very emotional, which is surprising because

we usually don’t show that much emotion as a team.
But for our freshman it was their first time playing
Aquinas,” Vyverberg said. “So we had to settle them

_down between the second and third periods.”

McQuaid’s Shawn Fowler got the game's deciding
goal with 4:06 to go when he slipped the puck past
Zambito from close range. o

<The Knights’ other goal was on a tip-in by Mack
Hodges with 1:04 left in the first period, while Aquinas’
only score also came on a tip-in when Mike Pelletier
knotted the contest at 1-1 with 5:55 remaining in.the
second period.

AQ, the four-time defending Monroe County Divi-
sion I champion, saw its record drop to 3-7-1 with Sat-
urday’s loss. ) '
More sports highlights

In boys’ bewling, McQuaid’s Kevin Dey had a huge
week. His 247 game led the Knights to a 3-0 win over
Wilson Magnet on Jan. 3, and Dey was even more dom-
inant when he rolled a 256 in a 3-0 sweep of Marshall
on Jan. 5. Both matches were held at North Park Lanes
in Rochester.

Aquinas also recorded a pair of 3-) wins at North
Park, defeating East on Jan. 3 and Wilson on Jan. 5.

In boys’ swimming, Aquinas cruised to a 7864 victory
at Churchville-Chili on Jan. 3 as Todd Brown and Steve
Martini won two events each.

In wrestling, McQuaid record a 39-24 win over East
Rochester to claim third place in the Victor Dual Meet
tournament held Jan. 7.
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* TRANSPORTATION
¢ SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

e “Shire at Culverton||
A ADULT HOME o

e SUITES, PRIVATE AND SEMl PRIVATE ROOMS
« 24 HOUR MEDICAL SUPERVISION
o COMPLETE DIETETIC SERVICES

7 NN e 7 * UNIQUE TEMPORARY
' GRECIAN EN APARTMENTS STAY
i}~ Walking distance from the largest = neighborhood make ours the best “A TRADITION OF

LOVE AND CARING”

center, doctors, a hospital, super- parking make ours the best value. See 467—4 544
ities i . beautiful furnished models today. -
markets, & other amenities in the our mo: oday. 2515 Culver Rd.
Senior discounts available. 716-225-3510 Heat, hot water included. (dust South of Keeler Expressway)




