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FEATURE 
CATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, MY. 

Few films shined in '94 
By Henry Herx and Gerri Pare 
Catholic News Service 

NEW YORK - The silver screen glit­
tered during the past year with more cu­
bic zirconia than true screen gems. So 
slim were the pickings that Tinseltown is 
said to be whispering about the diffi­
culty of finding Oscar candidates. 

The following is a list of some of the 
year's better efforts, with U.S. Catholic 
Conference classifications and Motion 
Picture Association of America ratings: 

• "Forrest Gump:" Director Robert 
Zemeckis' story about a slow-witted over-
achiever (Tom Hanks) never loses focus 
on the title character's emotional and 
spiritual development (A-III — adults; 
PG-13 — parents are strongly cautioned 
that some material may be inappropriate 
for children under 13). 

• "Hoop Dreams:" Documentary fol- -
lows two black youths from Chicago's 
inner city whose hopes of playing pro­
fessional basketball sustain them 
through the pressures and disappoint­
ments of high-school competition (A-II 
— adults and adolescents; PG-13). 

• "The Lion King:" Disney produc­
tion provides an allegory of a lion com­
ing of age and learning to assume adult 
responsibility (A-I — general patronage; 
G — general audiences). 

• "Quiz Show:" Director Robert Red-
ford's reconstruction of the late-1950s 
TV quiz show scandal probes how basic 
ethical considerations got shoved aside 
in favor of greed (A-II; PG-13). 

• "Vanya on 42nd Street:" Director 
Louis Malle shifts between the real 
world and that of the theater in filming 
Andre Gregory's production of "Uncle 
Vanya," Anton Chekhov's 1899 play 
about the domestic tensions and ro­
mantic complications within a Russian 
family (A-II; PG). 

• "The War:" Director Jon Avnet's 
anti-war parable about a Vietnam vet 
(Kevin Costlier) who encourages his chil­
dren to befriend rather than fight some 
bullies is only partly successful because 
of its preachy tone (A-II; PG-13). 

Among the subtitled imports were 
several films worth searching for: 

• "Eat Drink Man Woman:" Three 
grown daughters weather unexpected 
romances while living with their Tai­
wanese lather (Sihung Lung), who ex­

presses his love for them by cooking 
gourmet meals in a movie seasoned with 
subtle humor and a benevolent view of 
the human condition (A-III; no rating). 

• "Germinal:" Social justice themes 
dominate this adaptation of Emile Zo­
la's novel about the working conditions 
of 19th-century coal miners who go on 
a strike (A-III; R — restricted). 

• "La Scorta:" Drama focusing on the 
bodyguards assigned to protect a judge 
from Mafia hit men in this tribute to 
those who risk their lives to fight orga­
nized crime (A-III; no rating). 

• "Sunday's Children:" This drama 
about the tensions between an 8-year-
old boy and his volatile minister-father 
provides insights about the lifelong ef­
fects a parent's behavior can have on his 
offspring (A-III; no rating). 

• • • 
Herx is director and Pare is on the staff of 

the U.S. Catholic Conference Office for Film 
and Broadcasting. 

vruf&m* -JCRUISEL 

and 

Royal^Carihbeari 
fouVe Got Some Row! Caribbean Coming 

SALE 
January 9th & 10th 
Meet Debbie Hege, 
the Royal Caribbean 
representative at our 
store from 5-8pm. 
Upgrades 
Booking Gifts 
Discounts on all cruises 

2094 Five Mile Line Road, Penfield 

264-9910 

1 our MBA program, 
you'll network with some 

very important people. 
Your family. 

Nobody in Rochester offers a more flexible or accessible 
MBA program than Fisher. Classes are scheduled at 

convenient times to avoid conflicts with work and family 
life. You can even take up to four courses before you take 

the GMAT or commit to a degree. 
Spring classes begin January 17. 

Call 385-8079 for more information. 

FISHER 
( . l U n t A U SOIOOl OF MANACFMFNT 

Accredited by the Middle States' Association 

St. John's Home offers choices to help 
you care for family members and loved 
ones in your home. 

Call us for information about: 

Home Link home health services 
that allow people to remain in then-
own homes, yet receive the nursing 
care and support services they need. 

Day Break I and II adult day 
health services provide a daily 
program including activities, 

companionship, balanced meals and supervision. Clients can choose a 
medical model or social model program. 

HandiCall our two-way voice emergency response system. Simply 
push the signal button, and professional monitors who know your 
information and special instructions respond immediately. 

Rehabilitation Program helps restore a person's highest level of 
functioning and independence after an illness or injury. 

Respite Care offers a stay of up to six weeks at St. John's Home, 
time for family caregivers to travel or reenergize. 

* 

150 Highland Ave., Rochester, NY 14620-3099 
(716)271-5413 

O N E C O L L E G E R A N K E D I N 

M O W f l f M A G A Z I N E ' S T O P 1 0 0 

F O R Q U A L I T Y A N D V A L t J E 

I S C L O S E R T H A N Y O U T H I N K . 

AAoney Magazine describes its Top 100 colleges as "schools that deliver the 

highest-quality education for the tuitions they charge." The rigorous criteria 

used to assess this quality/value ratio include the percentage of faculty holding 

the highest professional degree; the percentage of undergraduates who earn degrees 

within four years; and the percentage of graduates who go on to advanced study 

and career success. Nazareth College ranked number 13 in the northeast and number 

71 nationally. This recognition of our commitment to excellence is welcome—it is 

also something Nazareth graduates have known all along. Call our Office of College 

Relations at 58G-252S for more information. 

IT'S TRUE. IT'S NAZARETH COLLEGE. 


