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took place last Lent and dealt with
moral questions.

Such speakers as Dr. Patricia
Schoelles, S§}, president of St. Bernard’s
Institute in Rochester, are slated for this
year’s Lenten series, which will be kicked
off by Father Joseph Hart, former di-
rector of the diocesan Synod. The se-
ries may also feature some national
speakers, according to Gail Murray, St.
Mary’s religious education coordinator.

Speakers will be presented at a dif-

ferent parish each week, Murray said, -

and all parishes and their various
groups, clubs and committees will be

asked 1o participate in activities related

to the weekly topics.

The consistent life ethic also drew a
lot of attention during an adult educa-
tion series in mid-December at St
Mary’s Parish in Bath. The ethic was one
of several topics, including small Chris-
tian communities, covered during six
consecutive days of seminars.

About 65 people showed up for the
seminars, according to Barbara Ayer,
who noted that many participants want-
ed to hear out other Catholics on the
consistent life ethic.

“I think people are dealing with that
ethic all the time in dialoguing with peo-
ple outside the faith,” Ayer commented.

She added that non-Catholics often
engage Catholics on consistent life is-
sues by dealing with their political ram-
ifications. But many Catholics need to
simply talk to other Catholics who agree
with their beliefs for spiritual reasons
in order to more firmly ground them-
selves in the church’s teachings.

“They really need forums where they
can talk about these things themselves,”
she said.

St. Stephen’s in Geneva also promot-
ed the consistent life ethic last October,
according to Marie Milligan, chairman
of the social ministry committee.

The parish encouraged elementary

students from St. Francis/St. Stephen
School and students from Geneva’s De-
Sales High School to create essays, po-
ems and artwork dealing with consistent
life ethic issues, she said. The students’
creations were then displayed inside the
parish’s church, she added.

Women: In its pastoral plan, the dio-
cese announced that it was reconstitut-
ing its current Diocesan Women’s Com-
mission as part of the process of imple-
menting the plan.

A member of that commission, Nora
Bradbury-Haehl, serves as youth minis-
ter at St. Joseph’s in Penfield and Holy
Trinity in Webster. She noted that her
parish council recently voted to approve
the formation of a women’s commission.

The parish commission will examine
how St. Joseph’s can better serve women
by promoting women’s spirituality
through liturgy and prayer, she said.

Bradbury-Haehl added that the Pen-
field parish has already instituted a Fri-
day morning program for stay-at-hciltre
mothers, featuring faith education,
prayer and sharing, along with discus-
sions of women’s lifestyles.

And in Chemung and Schuyler coun-
ties, the 10 parishes that form the area’s
regional Catholic grouping also plan to
hold an all-day seminar on women’s is-
sues after ent, Murray said.

Small Christian Communities: Several
parishes have embraced the topic of
small Christian communities (SCCs), a
concept which originated in Latin Amer-
ica in the 1960s. Facing severe priest
shortages, small groups of Catholics
would gather on a regular basis in Latin
America to share the Gospel.

Pope John Paul II, in his 1990 en-
cyclical Redemptoris Missio noted that
such communities “decentralize and or-
ganize the parish community, to which
they always remain united. They ... be-
come a leaven of Christian life, of care
for the poor and neglected, and of com-
mitment to the transformation of soci-
ety.”

According to various reports, parish-
es in Ithaca, Elmira, Livonia, Avon, Fair-

port, Scottsville and Rochester are
among the faith communities exploring
or already supporting SCCs.

Father Gerald Hafner, pastor of St.
Columba/St. Patrick in Caledonia, not-
ed that his parish has formed a small
Christian community which claims about
a half-dozen members.

St. Mary’s in Bath is showing interest
in SCCs, according to Ayer. She noted
that in many large parishes, SCCs can
help to personalize faith and make it
more meaningful.

“I think people just want to get con-
nected with the church on a smaller lev-
el,” she said.
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Correction '
A sentence inadvertently was omit-
ted from Dr. Patricia Schoelles’ Dec.
15 column, “Theologians need to
address disagreements.” Dr. Schoel-
les had established a list of five stan-
dards by which to view the moral
implications of homosexuality.

Her fifth point, which follows, was
omitted: “I also try to explain for
people the questions that theolo-
gians and others raise today in light
of new information that has come
to us about the nature of sexual ori-
entation in general.”
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“Restaurant & Lounge
Open 7 Days-a-week serving
lunch and dinner .
Complete Menu - Daily Specials
Fish Fry served everyday
Party room for gatherings
of up to 60 people.

One of Wayne County’s Finest
Restaurant & Party Houses.

Fine service, a great view,
wonderful food, and a marvelous
menu are just the beginning.
_ Choose from between 10 and 12
daily specials. Sunday Specials from
our country ovens include Roast Leg
of Montana Lamb, and Fresh Roast
Pork served with country dressing
and pan gravies.

Serving lunches Tues.-Fri. from
11:30am; dinners Tues.-Sat. from
5pm; Sun. 12:30-7:30 pm. Closed
Monday.

A BIG CITY MENU AT COUNTRY PRICES

Reservations are Recommended
(315)483-9154 - 6007 Lake Rd., Sodus, NY

. L | In-Home Care for
T | Children & Elders

The Qatholic Shop

696 South Avenue Rochester, New York
WE WANT YOU....On our mailing list for "95.

-~ ; « Senior Care - Child Care - Respite If you would like to receive our FREE catalog chock full of g1fl ideas,
f - Ny A - Housekeeping - Transportation - Shopping bogks and music, please fill out the coupon below and’ dl:Op in or mail to: ,
. End &SERVK BSR/;;/‘SEI\\J}IOCRE - Meal Preparation - Companionship - Errands I—N AME T T T T = Mr. Steve Doolittle i
) : SMALL FRY SERVICE s g - The Catholic Shop
i . s [Bonded And msured] Call 723-8760 | ADDRESS . |- 696 South Ave.
Z1P Rochester, NY 14620 .|

Servmg Monroe & Surroundmg Counues/Eastsxde ofﬁce 473 5580 ‘w% I:ITY-———'—'—' STATE

] G@r)@rcrhor)s

; ‘ CARE SOLUTIONS FOR TODAY'S FAMILY

Child Care Elder Care

| (716)473-6410

wEull Day Child v i
., Care 6 weeks - 12 | é\ggf Social Day
'Le\?';,r X WwRespite for those
Y. Slare providing care for
Ylicensed Center elderly
N.Y.S. Accredited 'Newly remodeled offer applnahs \g_ragullar
Kindergarten facility Rt oftecie with any saia
items or any other dis-

counts. This ad must be
presented at ime of pur-
chase. One coupon per
item per customer. Does
not include custom fram-
tng and custom floral
arrangements.

®intergenerational Programming ® Meals Provided
w3ocialization & positive self-esteem through a variety of activities
. ®Located at 230 Coldwater Rd. ®6:45am-6:00pm

THE REGULAR PRICE OF ANY 1ITEM
IN THE STORE WITH THIS COUPON

Offer expires Saturday, January 7, 1995.

i ' ¢ 9 9 9V VYV VYV VYV 9V VO VPV 9V VY Henrietta Plaza

1100 Jefferson Rd.
272-9310

Stoneridge Plaza
(Just east of 390)
621-2770

. For more information contact

Kathy A. LeFrois-Executive Director, Child Care

; arte & erafts 4
A Eve M. Moses-Executive Director, Elder Care — . e . -:
p 247-3490 .

‘3 . Mon. -Frl 9309 Sat 9306 Sun 11-5 -




