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Diocesan parishes move

[

he religious-educa-
Tt'.on office at St.
Mary Our Mother

in Horseheads is working
with nine other parishes
in Chemung and Schuyler
counties to sponsor a
Lenten speakers’ series on
the consistent life ethic.
The consistent life eth-
ic dlso was one of several
topics for an adult-educa-
tion series that ran for six
mid-December days at St.
Mary’s Parish in Bath. ‘
St. Stephen’s in Gene-
va also promoted the con-
sistent-life ethic last Oc-
tober by sponsoring an
exhibit of art, essays and
poetry on the theme by
students from St. Fran-
cis/St. Stephen School
and DeSales High School.
At. St. Joseph’s Parish,

“to implement Synod goals

However, “over the life
of the Plan, each is
asked to move forward
on all four Goals,” the
document states.

Over the next sever-
al months, the Catholic
Courier will cover how
parishes plan to imple-
ment the four pastoral
plan goals, a process al-
ready taking place both
formally and informal-
ly at a number of par-
ishes. A sampling of ac-
tivities taking place at
parishes follows:

Education: Numer-
ous parishes have de-
veloped or are devel-
oping various activities
and programs de-
signed to educate the
faithful from their ear-
lLiest years.

in Penfield, the parish
council recently voted to -
approve the formation of K
a parish women’s com-
mission, which will ex-
amine how St. Joseph’s
can promote women'’s
spirituality through litur-
gy and prayer.

And, according to vari-
ous reports, parishes in
Ithaca, Elmira, Livonia,
Avon, Caledonia, Fair-
port, Scottsville and Roch-
ester are among the faith
communities exploring or
already establishing small
Christian communities.

These parishes should
have little difficulty in -
meeting the Feb. 1 dead-
line for submitting to the
diocese their plans for im-
plementing the 1995-1999
Pastoral Plan, because
they’'re already imple-
menting some of the

For example, life-
long faith formation is
becoming a hallmark
of activities at Roch-
ester’s St. Philip Neri
Parish, according to
Sister Mary Bernarde
Entress, RSM, director
of religious education.

Sister Entress ex-
plained that St. Philip
Neri recently invited all
of its members, from
toddlers to seniors, to
an Advent celebration
at the beginning of De-
cember in the school
hall. In addition to ask-
ing parishioners to
pray for the parish’s
shut-ins, St. Philip’s dis-
tributed Advent calen-
dars with suggested
daily activities de-
signed to enhance the
faith of believers, she
said.

Sister Entress com-

goals and objectives out-
lined in the Synod docu-
ment.

The Pastoral Plan’s
goals grew out of the General Synod, a diocesan-wide
meeting that took place in October, 1993, and deter-
mined five major priorities for the diocese ag ap-

proaches the turn of the century.

Lifelong religious education topped the list of pri-
orities chosen by delegates, who also selected the con-
sistent life ethic, Catholic moral education, the role of
women and small Christian communities as the issues
of greater importance to the diocese.

The five priorities were later condensed into the Pas:

toral Plan’s four goals which are as-follows:

* Goal 1 is to form Catholics in beliefs, Catholic
morality and spirituality throughout life, a process
known as lifelong faith formation. (Goal 1 combines the
synodal priorities of lifelong religious education and of
Catholic moral education).

. mented that her small

" ' . parish will probably

hold more such “inter-

+ Goal 2 is to advocate for the consistent life ethic - generational gatherings” to educate all of its members,
which advances reverence for all human life and con- 4 young and old, in the Catholic faith.

demns such practices as abortion, war, euthanasia and Q Father Richard J. Shatzel, pastor, added that his

the death penalty. parish recently formed an adult education con mitteé
S S in light of the Synod’s educational emphasis.
The full text of the diocesan Synod . Consistent Life Ethic: Goal 2 of t};e pastoral plan seems
: L to have drawn a lot of attention from diocesan parish-
Pastoral Plan appears in the second - p
section of this issue. . ‘ <For example, the religious education office at St.
R T Mary Our Mother in Horseheads, along with nine oth-
+ Goal 3 is to recognize and valué the dignity of  er parishes in Chemung and Schuyler counties, is spon-
women in church and society. soring a speakers’ series on the consistent life ethic in
+ Goal 4 is to promote the growth of small Christ-  Lent.
ian communities. The series is the second such undertaking the parish-
According to the Pastora) Plan, parishes are not ob-  es’ have devoted to synodal priorities — the first
ligated to act on every goal or objective every year. Continued on page 18
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