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.FEATURE
Christmas brings few
Happy Holidays
from your friends at
'silent nights' to Vatican
By John Thavis
Catholic News Service
VATICAN CITY - In early December, a 14-wheel flatbed truck pulled into
a Vatican parking lot after a European
journey. With the arrival of Pope John
Paul II's Christmas tree, the yuletide season was officially underway.
Even as the truck's gearbox was cooling down, the pope said that Christmas
was a perfect period for reflection, a
time to create "a climate of silence and
prayer." But at the Vatican, 'tis also the
season of ceremonies, crowds and giftgiving, perhaps best described to the accompaniment of Christmas carols.
"0 tannenbaum, 0 tannenbaum ..."
Looking down from his apartment
window, the pope can see workers string
bulbs on one of the world's tallest Christmas trees. This year's came from a Slovakian forest and stands about 75 feet.
For Romans, it's the only giant Christmas tree in town: the "green" city government opted not to put one u p this
year as an ecology statement.
"Deck the halls with boughs of holly..."
T h e Vatican's marble hallways are
decked with paintings all year long, and
holly wouldn't blend into the decor. But
here and there a nativity scene is set up.
Anything m o r e lavish would show a
"lack of seriousness," as one Curia member put it. Insiders say the pope's own
apartment, by contrast, is packed with
traditional Polish decorations that remain for several weeks after Christmas.
"... and a partridge in a pear tree."
That may be one of the few gifts the
pope doesn't receive during the Christmas season. Santa rings daily for the
pontiff at the Bronze Doors, leaving letters and packages with Swiss Guards and
papal aides. T h e r e are fresh-baked
sweets, children's art, clothing and religious items — all of them opened by the
papal household, and many donated to
centers for the poor and homeless.
"He knows if you 've been bad or good,
so be good for goodness'sake..."
T h e p o p e gets to play Santa Claus,
too. Vatican employees receive a Christmas bonus of sparkling wine and Italian
"panettone" cake. In 1992 the pope replaced the panettone with a copy of the
new catechism. Some workers wonder
whether the pope's new book, or perhaps the new CD of his rosary recital,
will be in their stockings this Christmas.
"... to hear sleigh bells in the snow..."
T h e last time it snowed heavily in
Rome was in the late 1980s, so you can
forget about sleigh rides. But St. Peter's
Square is a starting point for the traditional horse-pulled carriages that clatter down the city's cobblestoned streets.
Passengers hear the blare of car horns,
not bells; prices start at about $50 for a
half-hour jaunt.

of a house and acts as a magnet for
tourists and Romans. The baby Jesus lies
on a bed of straw; next year, however,
the Vatican could offer a room at its own
inn. Just behind St. Peter's Basilica looms
the nearly completed Domus Sanctae
Marthae, which will provide 110 tworoom suites for visiting prelates — and
perhaps some lay guests.
"... and heaven and nature sing..."
The pope was to join hundreds at the
second annual Vatican Christmas concert Dec. 16, starring p o p star Peter
Gabriel, operatic soprano Renata Scotto and blind guitarist Jose Feliciano, with
choral and orchestral renditions of
Christmas favorites. Bring your billfold:
Ticket prices range from $125 to $625,
with proceeds going to Rome churchbuilding projects.
"... the goose is getting fat, please to put
a penny in the old man's hat."
The Vatican has no Salvation Army
Santas and allows n o begging on its
premises. But beneficence is in the air:
T h e pope's own "apostolic charity office" helps out families at Christmas with
rent payments and heating bills. A few
steps away from St. Peter's Square, Mother Teresa's hospice for the p o o r celebrates with a big meal on Christmas Day
— the pope has even dropped in to eat
with them.
u
Go, tell it on the mountain..."
Angels may have announced Christ's
birth to shepherds; today, the news is repeated in TV broadcasts beamed around
than 50 countries each year, with a potential viewing audience of 2 billion.
All this means a hectic yuletide countdown for many at the Vatican, a crescendo of ding-a-ling, tra-la-la and rum-a-tumtum. When the big day arrives, all a redrobed cardinal may want for Christmas
is to throw a few chestnuts on an open
fire and settle into a silent night.
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NEW YEAR'S
EVE GALA
Lavish Prime Rib
Buffet Including
Leg of Lamb,
Breast of Chicken,
Tortellini Alfredo,
Broiled Fish Fillet
Early Seating
5:00-7:30
$19.95pp
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plus tax a n d gratuity

Enjoy our elegant yet
casual atmosphere featuring
italian specialities, steaks & seafood

Serving
Christmas Eve • 4-9pm
New Year's Eve • 5-12am

Late Seating
8:00-11:00
$27.95pp
plus tax and gratuity
FREE Champagne, Hats &
Noisemakers at Midnite!
DANCING UNTIL 2 AM!
Free Indoor Parking in the Midtoum Garage

For Reservations
Call 546-2490

Lunch, Tues.-Fri.
Dinner, Mon.-Sat
Located at
Creekside Plaza • 831 Fetzner Rd.
225-2500

d>oh Came (As

Down the road from the Greece Marriott
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It was the pope's idea to erect a nativity scene next to the Christmas tree.
Unveiled on Christmas Eve, it is the size
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John 1:1 -18
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ARENA'S
Banquet Center, Ltd.
Now Accepting Reservations for our

GALA NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY
Reserve Your Place Today! Call for more details

ARENAS
ST. BONIFACE
SCHOOL

Featuring

Private
Drive

BANQUET & CONFERENCE CENTER
767 Holt Road • P.O. Box 306 • Webster. NY 14580

(cor. Gregory/Whalin Sts.)
Quality Education
Since 1861

A Local Band

(716)872-4000

Mr. Dominies

(2 Week Deluxe Escorted Tour) March 4-18
Rochester's most popular deluxe, escorted tour to Hawaii!
We invite you to compare.
Featuring our exclusive guide - Mr. Ed Kahale!
I M S IS ALWAYS A SELLOUT

4699 Lake Ave., Rochester
Call for Reservations
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865-4630
Tenderloin Wellington..:
$15.75
Lobster French w/artichokes
$1675
Prime Rib
.$12.95
Veal Chops au poive
$15.75
24oz. Porterhouse
.$19.75
11/2 lb. Maine Lobster
.'$12.95
Rack of Lamb
$17.75
Lobster Alfredo w/spinach fettuccine... $15.75
Florida Stone Crab
$20.00 a pound
Fresh grilled Swordfish
$14.75
Fresh grilled Salmon
$13.95
Plus Our Regular Menu

*49 9 5
per person

Including tax, gratuity

Spend New Year's Eve at
271-0100

1521 MONROE AVE.

OWTOELAY, CAUTODAYL

1400 Midtown Tower
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For information on becbming a
professional school bus operator call
Mary Butera at 647-9360

the world by satellite. The pope's Christmas Mass at midnight is seen in more

"Away in a manger, no crib for his bed
»

LIMITED SPACE
LEFT!
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