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Church Women United heeds call year-round 
By Kathleen Schwar 
Freelance writer 

The wish for peace motivates Church Women 
United year-round, as it has since the war-torn 
Christmas season of 1941. Members don't even 
take time out for a Christmas party — at least in 
Rochester. 

"We don't party and we're not a party group," 
said Sally Dodgson, an American Baptist and 
president of Church Women United in 
Rochester and the Vicinity, Inc. "Well, we did 
have a very nice tea after our Advent program. 
But we are a working group." 

The Pearl Harbor attack in 1941 determined 
Church Women United's theme. The group was 
organizing nationally at the time to perform 
services ecumenically that could not be done 
by one church. Rochester-area women, who or
ganized in 1922 as the Women's Committee of 
the Federation of Churches, soon joined the 
movement. 

Official Roman Catholic involvement in the 
organization came about after Vatican II. (A lo
cal historical sketch notes, however, "An early ec
umenical event occurred in 1942 when Christ
mas carols were sung in the New York Central 
railroad station with Roman Catholic women.") 

Today, peace and justice concerns keep the 
organization's women — and men — active in 
several units around the diocese (there are 96 
units throughout New York). Throughout the 
year the group, for example: 

• monitors courts. 
• educates and advocates for housing and die 

environment. 
• runs food cupboards. 
• assembles care kits for prisoners. 
• and visits homes of truant children to help 

increase school attendance. 
Rochester's unit is the only one in the state 

outside New York City with a paid staff— a sec
retary and administrative coordinator — and of
fice, 17 S. Fitzhugh St. "Rochester is a very, very 
active unit," said Anne Martin, a Lutheran and 
acting director of CWU, in New York. • 

But the work is done "way too quietly" and only with 
a few Roman Catholics, according to Barbara Hoffman, 
a parishioner at Rochester's Ss. Peter and Paul Parish. 
Hoffman is in her third year as the Roman Catholic 
representative on the organization's board, which con
sists of about 30 interfaith representatives. Hoffman 
hopes to get the word out to Catholics through peri-
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odic notices and perhaps by making presentations to 
interested groups and individuals. 

Hoffman was drawn to CWU through her work down
town, rehabilitating buildings in the West Main Street 
area. The organization's people are understanding and 
open-minded, she said. "We are all so similar. It's a very, 
very uplifting experience." 

Catholic women's participation in CWU is continuing 

to grow across the country. It is notable in units 
such as Elmira's, where Margery Nurnberg, for
mer director of the diocesan Department of Ec
umenical and Inter religious Affairs, is active. 
"They are having some very very good, very cen
tered prayer together and are working togeth
er," Nurnberg said. 

"I think they are looking for a place to be ec
umenical. Some are looking for a different way 
of expression they aren't getting in their church
es," Martin said. As with many religious organi
zations throughout the country, however, CWU 
does face a "graying;" its work nationally de
pends on women averaging 60 years of age. The 
1,800 units that existed 10 years ago have 
dropped to 1,500. 

One highly regarded project is the Rochester-
area CWU's Task Force on Courts, begun 25 
years ago out of black ministers' concern for fair
ness. 

Programs most often develop in collabora
tion with other groups. "Our women are more 
conceptual, really pioneers in getting things start
ed," Martin said. CWU Rochester's Literacy Vol
unteers, for example, has become independent. 

Ken Glingler of Irondequoit's St. Andrew's 
Church is one of a few men who have heard the 
call to CWU, thanks to his wife. Lucille. "I was 
a little reluctant, and said, 'How many men are 
involved?' he recalled. Ten years later he is si ill 
involved, as is she, as a court observer. 

The 25 observers attend court procedures and 
report findings in a newsletter. "Some judges 
said, 'If you want to do some good, go help the 
Red Cross,' or something like that," recalled Su
san Soper, task force coordinator and a Unitar
ian Church member. 

But others have expressed appreciation. Re
sults include clearer and more audible pro
ceedings, more efficient handling of DWI cases, 
and stopping one town court's practice of rou
tinely reducing charges of speeding and dis
obeying stop signs to littering charges. • 

The project is just one reason for Hoffman's 
commitment. "What can one do to be inclusive 

with other people, to collaborate, to give hope, to be 
kind, to care? Church Women United does all of those 
things," she said. 

• • • 
To find out more about Church Women United, unite CWU 

in Rochester and Vicinity,. Inc., 17 S. Fitzhugh St., Rochester, 
N.Y. 14614-1488, or call 716/454-1813 The organization 
will hold its annual meeting in Rochester on Jan. 20. 
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WASHINGTON, D.C 
Cherry Blossom Tour to 

Washington, DC with Mt. Vernon, 
Arlington National Cemetery .Wash
ington Sightseeing, Dinner Cruise, 

Palm Sunday Mass at National Shrine 
Cathedral and much more. 

From April 6-9,1995 
Call for Information 

Memorial Day weekend in Boston, MA 
Call for details! 

Tour to Fatima Shrine in Portugal in May 
1995. Call for information. 

winter Break in Orlando, Florida. MarcF 
10-17,1995. Call for Information 

HIGH CLASS TOURS 3ER 

& SMALL FRY SERVICES 

723-8760 
1100 Long Pond Rd. • Rochester 

Advertisement 

FREE Report Reveals How To 
Stop Paying Rent Forever And 
Own A Home Of Your Own! 

Rochester, NY - A FREE report 
has just been released that shares 
little known ways to stop paying rent 
and own a home of your own. 

Call 1400-566-9984,24 Hrs, 
for a FREE recorded message and 
copy of diis report 

Gall NOW and find out what your 
landlord is hoping you never read 
about! 
Presented by Sue Christie, Sales Agent 

Nothnagle Realtors 
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^ER REQUEST FOR PRIESTS 
WOULD YOU PRAY FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY? 

A P R A Y E R F O R P R I E S T S " 
O JESUS, Eternal Priest, keep all Thy priests 

within the shelter of Thy Sacred Heart where none may 
harm them. 

Keep unstained their annointed hands which daily 
touch Thy Sacred Body. Keep unsullied their lips 
purpled with Thy Precious Blood. 

Keep pure and unearthly their hearts sealed with 
the sublime marks of Thy glorious priesthood. 

Let Thy holy love surround them and shield them 
from die world's contagion. 

Bless their labors with abundant fruit, and may the 
souls to whom they ministered here below be their joy 
and consolation and in Heaven their beautiful and 
everlasting crown. Amen. 

O Mary, Queen of toe clergy, pray for us; obtain 
for us a number of holy priests. Amen 

Mass 
Rosary 
Fasting 
Day Offering 
Eucharistic Adoration 
Offering of Sufferings 
Divine Mercy Chapter 

Or whatever the Lord inspires you to 
offer Him on behalf of His Priests. 

JANUARY, 1995 
DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, NY 

SUNDAY 
navamnd 1 

WWamG. 
Entires 

8 
John J. 
Pimps 

15 
Donald E. 
McCarthy, 
CSB 

22 

Quiet A. 
McNamara 

i9 

Stanton, 
OCSO 

MONDAY 
2 

James c. 
Enright 

9 

James A. 
Schwartz 

16 
Uaric A. 
ftUtor 

23 

Charles L 
McCarthy 

30 
Most Rev. 
Matthew 
a Clark 

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

3 

JohnF. 
Lowe,SJ 

10 
Roberta 
Smith 

17 
Msgr.J. 
EllNIWtl 
Murphy 

24 

NoHR. 
Mlisr 

31 

Pope John 
Paul! 

4 

Joseph M. 
McDonnell 

11 
Eugene H. 
McFariand 

18 

Denial J. 
O'Brien, SJ 

25 

Lawrence V. 
Murphy 

For 
ex! 
TH 
Re 

THURSDAY 

5 

Charles F. 
Mulligan 

12 
Vincent P. 
McDonough, 
SJ 

19 

Dennis J . 

Shaw 

26 

Richard G. 
Stanton 

r subsequent moi 
ra copies, write t 
EMPRP.70G 
kchestor, New 

FRIDAY 

6 

Kevin P. 
Murphy 

13 

Edwin B. 
Metzger 

20 

Thomas 
R.Statt 

27 
Richard M. 
Murphy 

lthsor 
o: 
ireen Knots D 
York 14620-47 

SATURDAY 

7 

Richard P. 
Noonan,SJ 

14 
Joseph 
McCaffrey 

21 

Patrick 
Sullivan, SJ 

28 
James F. 
Smith, SJ 

r .AptA 
'46 

Look for next month's MPRP CALENDAR in the Catholic Courier's JANUARY 26th issue. 


