
PAGE 2 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22,1994 CATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y. 

Season offers possibility of greater things 
By Bishop Matthew H. Clark 

I was invited recently by Rochester's 
Fox Television Network affiliate, Channel 
31 (cable channel 7), to tape a Christmas 
message for broadcast during the holiday 
season. The invitation included details 
about such items as time, place and 
parking arrangements. It also informed all 
of us who received such invitations that 
our message was to be no longer than two -
minutes in duration. 

Channel 31's invitation was a welcome 
one because it afforded an opportunity to 
share a thought about Christmas with the 
station's viewers. But I was to discover 
that it was a rather challenging one as 
well. How does an individual express in 
two minutes or less what Christmas means 
to him or her? It's not easy. That's because 
the feast is so laden with meaning. And I 
think it's also because our appreciation of 
Christmas changes as the number of our 
years increases and our experience of the 
human condition broadens. 

What follows is what I wrote in an 
attempt to express for myself and to share 
with others in the community what Christ­
mas means in my life just now. I know 
that I would not have written the same 
thing last year; and, I'm quite certain that, 
given a similar invitation next year, the fo­
cus of my reflections on Christmas will 
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have changed: 
"In the Christian tradition we recognize 

the birth of the Christ child as a profound 
affirmation by our Gracious God of the 
dignity of every human person. 

And, we recognize in that affirmation a 
reminder of both our capacity and our 
responsibility to work as best we can for 
the peace, freedom and security of all in 
the human family. 

Surely, Christmas is a time for reunion, 
gift giving and good cheer. That kind of 
peaceful activity creates an environment 
in which we can remember and celebrate 
God's love for us in Christ. We need such 
moments for renewal and refreshment. 

But Christmas is also a time of 
challenge. It calls us to levels of solidarity 
with and care for others which we might 
not easily choose for ourselves: 

• Christmas dares us to care passionate­
ly about realities which hurt others — even 
if those realities do not directly effect us. 

• The feast insists that we be open to 
the discovery of richness in the poor, that 
we be ready to recognize that riches can 
leave us empty. 

• This holy day tells us not 'Rejoice! All 
things are as they should be. ' It says 
rather: 'Rejoice! Great things are possible 
if you work together in mutual respect for 
the common good of the human family.' 

It is in that spirit and with great 
affection for all who hear this message 
that I wish you blessings at Christmas and 
peace for the new year." 

As it turned out, the message you just 
read took one minute and 39 seconds to 
record. 

Please let me extend to you the same 
kind invitation Channel 31 extended to 
me: Take some time during these busy 
days to think about the Christmas feast 
and, when you have done that, express the 
fruit of your thinking in two minutes or 
less. I found it to be a wonderful 
experience. I hope you do,too. 

Merry Christmas and peace to all. 
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