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“Christmas is...”

Continued from page 1

T. J. Grab, senior at Aquinas Institute:

“In the words of Charles Dickens, I
believe Christmas is the best of times
and the worst of times. Christmas is a
celebration of life, and it brings out the
best of who we are as people. At Christ-
mas time the values of sharing, sacrifice
and love shine forth. We become the
people who we’ve always wanted to be.
I wish every day was Christmas — not
because of the gifts that we receive, but
because it is a day on which people ex-
perience the true meaning of God’s love
of life.

“However, the Christmas
season also creates undue
stress and anxiety in people’s
lives. Our society places too
much emphasis on the mate-
rial aspects of Christmas. Peo-
ple go out and spend money
they don’t have, pile up large
bills, and place themselves in
unfavorable economic posi-
tions. I believe gift-giving has
its merits, but in our society
the importance placed on gift-
giving has distorted the true
meaning of Christmas. Christ-
mas should be kept as a reli-
-gious and spiritual celebra-
tion of the goodness of the
human spirit, and of what we

truly are as human belngs
Erika Frick, o

eighth-grader at

Blessed Trinity

School, Auburn:

“Christmas
means many
things to me.
It is much
more than just candy and pre-
sents. For me, Christmas is
very special because it is the
one time in the year when my
whole family can gather to-
gether to celebrate. We cele-
brate something very special,
the coming of Jesus Christ.

“Even though the gifts, food, decora-
tions and cards are a part of Christmas,
my family never forgets the true reason
why we are celebrating.”

RONALD JOHN ARNDT
,_.RGBERTJARNDI

,rA = 225.6’359&3” ’

| H 18 L&ngi?endkaaé«

of Maideii Eahe)

Monsignor Gerard C. Krieg, pastor at St. Stephen’s Church, Geneva: “It’s the
opportunity to live the Christian mystery once more — when there’s the possibility
of remembering a little infant’s eyes and seeing them in the eyes of other infants.
Everyone around us has the opportunity to begin again; to be refreshed.

“We are the image of God and we must acknowledge that.
It’s more important that we work off that model than the ‘ra-
tional animal.” We are serving the Christchild, and it is that
image that is being refreshed at the Christmas season.”

Katherine Del-
lo Stritto, sixth-
grader at
Auburn’s Blessed
Trinity School:

“To me, Christ-
mas is a lot of
things more im-
portant than pre—
sents and candy. It i :
is a time to be with my famﬂy, and to
see all the relatives I haven’t seen in a
long time.

“The most important thing, I think,
is that it is the season of our Lord, and
we all should be happy. Today people in

the world tend to forget the true théan-
mg of the season. They spend most of
their time worrying about what gifts

- they’re going to get for people, or what -

people are going to give them. Also,
everyone always seems very rushed.
Over the years Christmas has become
one big shopping spree. The stores are

packed with people lookmg for just one

more pr esent.

“Although everyone would
rather receive than give, if I
keep Jesus Christ in my heart
I know that I believe in the

- true meaning of Christmas.
It is the joy the season brings

to all people and the feeling
you get when you give. This
is far better than the feeling
of receiving.”

Sister Mary
Waiter Hickey,
S§]J, principal of
Notre Dame
High  School,
Elmira: '

“Christmas is a
time of love, hap-
piness and

thoughtful gen-

erosity. It is a time for family and friends
to come together and celebrate the birth
of Christ.

“At Christmas each of us
needs to extend ourselves and
watch out for those who, due
to some circumstances, are
sad and depressed. It is a sea-
son which calls us to open our
hearts and bring peace to all
whom we contact e

!'Father Vincent -
P. Panepinto,
chaplain at Elmi-
ra Correctional
Facility and Re-

HPRY

- ception Center:

“Christmas is a
very different ex-
perience for
these men.
They're separated i
from the rest of us and it’s very difficult
for them; it can be a dark day rather
than a day of light. There can be a cer-
tain sense of hopelessness.

“But the season does not
have to be one of hopeless-
ness. (The prisoners) still have

- the ability to dream dreams,

to see the vision of the possi-
bility of change. There’s also
the possibility of becoming a
part of a real Christian com-
munity in a prison. That kind
of aspect is important.

“This is the Advent theme for all of

us. There are opportumtmes for every-
one.”

Lucy Dechaine, du'ecton' of commu-
nity services for diocesan Catholic Char-
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“I've always enjoyed.the Christmas
season. It’s a cheerful time when peo-
ple seem to be more upbeat than the
rest of the year.

“Of the people we serve with devel-
opmental disabilities, many do not have
family with whom to share the season.
Many are adults who live alone and
might not otherwise have anything.

“It’s very important to make sure they
enjoy the season, and this is done
through the agency Christmas party. We
are also providing them with gifts this
year through St. Charles (Borromeo)
Church (in Greece).

“We also try to help people contact
their families when possible and spend
the hollday with family members or
friends.”

“I see Christmas as a time
for giving and a time for mak-
ing sure that other people
have what they need, primar-
ily spiritually and emotional-
ly.”

Sister Nancy O’Brien, RSM, director
of the Livingston County Rural Out-
reach, based in Mt. Morris:

“To me, Christmas is a cel-
ebration of Jesus’ birth and
all that the life of Jesus meant.
He was very much present to
the poor throughout his life
— to the person rejected by
society, maybe, for whatever
reason. Jesus was there to try
to make lifebetter:for ithose
people, and that’s what I'm
trying to do now (with the
rural outreach). :

“With the Christmas aspect, it’s not
only nice for people being helped, but
also for the people buying a gift or
‘adopting’ a family. It makes Christmas
more special because they’ve given of
themselves.”

. Paul Ferrari, parishioner in the Cayu-
ga Team Ministry Cluster:

“In our family it means that everybody

gets together and it’s simply a holiday.

“Christmas itself is a different ques-
tion. I think of the incarnation and all
that it represents, dealing with Christ-
mas in the médern world, it’s almost at
odds with what’s been done to it. And 1
do think that Christian churches and
ministers have allowed themselves to be
used by commercial interests.

“But what I'm grateful for,
what the church does by cel-
ebrating Christmas, is that it
asks us every year, ‘Are you
prepared? Are you prepared?’
Nobody else does that. Every-
body else distracts you from
asking fundamental ques-
tions.”

Julia Wixom, parishioner in the
Naples/ Prattsburg Catholic Commum-

ty

“I think of all the blessings
that the Lord has given me. I
enjoy the season very.much,
(but) it’s more commerclal

;than'lt ever used to be.«
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