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about horiloséstifality and other issues.
. President Clinton said Elders’ “public
statements reflecting differences with
administration policy and my own con-
victions” led him to ask for her resigna-
tion. The White House said Dec.9 that
Elders made one too many statements
with which Clinton disagreed.

“I'm delighted,” said William Dono-
hue, president of the Catholic League
for Religious and Civil Rights. “I just

hope thiis is an opening to get someone .

who more closely represents the will of
the people and does not have animus
toward the Catholic Church.”

“It is my hope that the dismissal of
Surgeon General Elders will clear the
way for leadership in the area of public
health that respects the values of the
vast majority of Americans and recog-
nizes the fundamental importance of
the family for the well-being of society,”
said Cardinal James A. Hickey of Wash-
ington, who also had criticized her.

Elders was criticized by Catholic lead-
ers for her comments about churches,
which opposed some of her ideas. In let-
ters to Clinton earlier in 1994, Cardinal
Hickey asked him to disavow statements
Elders had made about homosexuals,

" religion and traditional families.

“I hope you will agree that in our sys-
tem of government it is highly inappro-
priate for civil officials — at the feder-
al, state or local level - to attack any spe-
cific religion or to single out for ridicule
the views of any religious group,” said
Cardinal Hickey’s May letter to Clinton.

Elders criticized churches for their op-
position to promoting use of condoms
and for their stance on educating about
sex and AIDS. At a speech in June to
the Lesbian and Gay Health Conference,
she referred to the “un-Christian reli-
gious right” and attacked its opposition
to sex education programs.

“We've got to be strong to take on
people who are selling our children out

-in the name of religion,” she:said.
. According to White House Chief of

Staff Leon Panetta, the statément that |

.+finally pushed Clinton to ask Elders to

and World -Report- The White Houise
learned of her remarks Dec. 8.

Donohue said the Catholic League
warned that Elders was a poor choice
for surgeon general from the beginning,
saying she had a record of anti-Catholic
bigotry, in addition to unconventional
views about sex education, teen sexual-
ity and other issues.

A June 24 letter from 87 House Re-
publicans called for her to be removed
because of her views. |

Among statements for which Elders
was criticized were her comments that
abortion opponents “love little babies
as long as they are in someone else’s
uterus” and that they need to get over
their “love affair with the fetus.”

Inan interview broadcast Dec. 11 on
NBC'’s “Meet the Press,” she reiterated
several of the statements that got her
into trouble, including the comment that
the anti-abortion movement “was being
run primarily by ... male positions, by a
celibate, male-dominated church,” a ref-
erence to the Catholic Church.

“I felt that I was talking to women and
I felt that they should really stand up

and fight for their right to choice,” she | -

said of the remark.

“We won't miss Dr. Elders’ offensive
attacks on the millions of Americans
who believe that unborn children de-
serve legal protection,” said a statement
from Wanda Franz, president of the Na-
tional Right to Life Committee. “But we
don’t deceive ourselves into thinking that
today’s firing indicates any change in
President Clinton’s support for federal
promotion of abortion on demand.”

The Family Research Council called
the firing a consequence of the No-
vember elections, in which a majority of

" Republicans were elected to Congress

for the first time in 40 years.

“The Clinton administration is mis-
taken if they believe that changing the
window dressing will make their radi-

. -cally anti-family proposals any more ac- .
* ceptable to:the American people,” said
sthe“statement from'the research coun-

cil’s president,’Gary L. Bauer.
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