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Double dose of Santa fills screens this season 
NEW YORK (CNS) - The following are capsule re­

views of movies recently reviewed by the U.S. Catholic 
Conference Office for Film and Broadcasting. 

'Miracle on 34th Street' 
(20th Century Fox) Sweedy updated remake of the 

1947 holiday classic about the department store Santa 
(Richard Attenborough) who believes he is actually 
Santa Claus and ends u p in court defending his claim, 
in the process winning over the cynical mom (Eliza­
beth Perkins) who hired him, and her dubious 5-year-
old (Mara Wilson). Director Les Mayfield's gently val­
ues-centered but sluggishly paced family movie stress­
es faith in things unseen, hope for the future and a 
generous loving spirit that underlies the true meaning 
of Christmas. The USCC classification is A-I - gener­
al patronage. The Motion Picture Association of Amer­
ica rating is PG - parental guidance suggested. 

'The Santa Clause9 

(Disney) Magically transformed into Santa Claus 
when he dons a Santa costume, a divorced dad (Tim 
Allen) takes a sleigh ride to the North Pole and back 
with his awed young son (Eric Lloyd), whose boisterous 
account of the experience moves his mom and step-
dad (Wendy Crewson and Judge Reinhold) to seek to 

Twentieth Century Fox 
Richard Attenborough stars as Kriss Kringle in the 
remake of the 1947 holiday classic Miracle on 34th 
Street 

protect the child from a man they suspect has gone 
bonkers. Director John Pasquin's cutesy comic fantasy 
is blandly amusing without reaching any discernible 
level of wit or adding anything new to the enduring 
Santa Claus legend. A vituperative relationship be­
tween divorced parents and occasional toilet humor. 
The USCC classification is A-II — adults and adoles­
cents. The MPAA rating is PG — parental guidance 
suggested. 

'Stargate' 
(MGM) Woodenly acted sci-fi tale in which an Egyp­

tologist (James Spader) accompanies a military recon­
naissance team (led by Kurt Russell) to another planet, 
where they discover an enslaved civilization whose evil 
ruler (Jaye Davidson) is prepared to destroy the visi­
tors and explode their mother planet. Director Roland 
Emmerich relies on lavish production design and ex­
ceptional special effects to maintain interest in a de­
rivative story that depends on tired movie cliches to 
advance its jumbled narrative. Some physical brutali­
ty, stylized shootouts, fleeting sexual innuendo and an 
instance of profanity. The USCC classification is A-III 
- adults. The MPAA rating is PG-13 - parents are 
strongly cautioned that some material may be inap­
propriate for children under 13. 

Recent children's books proffer ample fare for gift-giving 
Reviewed by Barb Fraze & 

Margaret Krause 
Catholic News Service 

T h e following books are recom­
mended for Christmas gift-giving. 

"The Worst Christmas Ever," by Con­
nie Pemlinger-Trounstine; Rainbow 
Books (New York, 1994); 128 pp., $2.95 
paperback. 

Chr i s tmas^d idons have always been 
very special for Callie Thomas, so she 
is distraught when her family wants to 
make changes since Grandma Mary has 
died. This is a touching and delightful 
story of CaUie's feelings about families, 
friends and holidays. Ages 8-12. (MK) 

"Walking Stars: Stories of Magic and 
Power," by Victor Villasenor; Pinata 
Books (Houston, 1994); 202 pp.; $14.95. 

This is storytelling at its best. Vil­
lasenor retells tale after tale of his child­
h o o d and his parents ' Mexican child­
hood — stories in which a person or an­
imal 's spiritual — or mystical — side 
shines though. In each story, young peo­
ple discover some inner stjrength they 
did not realize they had. The book is 
full of adventure, humor, hope and wis­
dom — sure to keep young people read­
ing and wanting more. Ages 11 and up. 
(BF) 

"One Cow Coughs: A Copnting Book 
for the Sick and Miserable," by Chris­
tine Loomis, illustrated by Pat Dypold; 
Ticknor & Fields (New York, 1994); 32 
pp.; $14.95. 

This picture book is an entertaining 
and educational counting book that will 
be a hit with any preschooler suffering 
from a cold or flu. The barnyard ani­
mals have all the same symptoms a sick 
child may encounter, including a cough, 

sneeze, ache,-etc. The illustrations are 
bright and abstract in this instructional 
counting book. Ages 3-7. (MK) 

"With the Eyes of the Heart," by Tere­
sa Whitten; St. Paul Books & Media 
(Boston, 1994); 162 pp.; $4.95. 

J eanne Macpherson, whose self-es­
teem has reached an all-time low, makes 
a new friend when she meets a blind 
neighbor, Marty. She agrees to help him 
with his studies, and he, in turn, opens 
her eyes to many new things. J eanne 
comes a long way down an interesting, 
realistic path, full of high school adven­
tures. This is a good story that will keep 
young readers captivated as it explores 
many tumultuous emotions, including 
romance. Ages 11-14. (BF) 

"Lives of the Musicians: Good Times, 
Bad Times (And What the Neighbors 
Thought);" "Lives of die Writers: Come­
dies, Tragedies (And What the Neigh­
bors Thought)," by Kathleen Krull, il­
lustrated by Kathryn Hewitt; Harcourt 
Brace & Co. (San Diego, 1993); 96 pp. 
each; $18.95 each. 

What a fascinating collection of facts 
Krull has compiled about a wide variety 
of famous authors and musicians. She 
covers a wide spectrum: from Jane 
Austen to Langston Hughes, Antonio 
Vivaldi to Woody Guthrie. Each chap­

ter includes a caricature by Hewitt, two 
to four pages of sometimes unusual bi­
ographical information, and additional 
"notes" or "bookmarks" with little-
known facts. (Example: Igor Stravinsky 
once wrote a polka for 50 elephants 
wearing ballet tutus; Johannes Brahms, 
famous for "Brahms's Lullaby," was such 
a loud snorer that no one could sleep 
in the same room.) These books are a 
great way to introduce young readers to 
biographies, music and literature. Ages 
10-up. (BF) 

"Splish Splash," by Joan Bransfield 
Graham, illustrations by Steve Scott; Tic­
knor & Fields (New York, 1994); 32 pp.; 
$13.95. 

"Splish Splash" is a clever introduc­
tion to poetry for primary grade stu­
dents. All of the poems are about water 
in some form or another, so snow, ice 
cubes, back-yard sprinklers and more 
are brilliantly described in poetic verse. 
The illustrations are fanciful and often 
depict the verse in imaginative ways. 
Ages 5-8. (MK) 

"The Image Game," by Norma John­
ston; Bridge Water Books (Mahwah, N.J., 
1994); 160 pp., $13.95. 

Celia Prendergast wants to attract 
high-school hero Brock Peters. Zack 
Collins, who is more interested in sci­
ence and math than girls, wants his 
mother off his back about his lack of so­
cial life. Together, Celia and Zack con­
coct a scheme to help each other achieve 
what diey think they want — only to dis­
cover they might have been wrong about 
themselves. This is a cleverly written, hu­
morous story that includes, among oth­
er twists, an environmental crisis. Ages 
11-14. (BF) 

"World's Weirdest Bugs and Othe r 

Creepy Creatures," by M.L Roberts; 
Whistlestop (Mahwah, N.J., 1995); 32 
pp.; $2.25. 

Full-page color photographs and 
short, descriptive passages reveal fasci­
nating details about all kinds of bugs. 
Each page also contains a little-known 
fact: for instance, stink bugs use more 
than their smells to scare away enemies! 
Great for reading aloud or for early read­
ers. Ages 4-10. (BF) 

"Good Griselle," by Jane Yolen, illus­
trated by David Christiana; Harcourt 
Brace (San Diego, 1994); 40 pp.; $14.95. 

Written in fairy tale style, "Good 
Griselle" offers positive morals while 
telling a warm story. Griselle is tempt­
ed to do bad deeds, but maintains her 
strong character and showers love on an 
unsightly child in this beautifully illus­
trated picture book. Ages 7-10. (MK) 

"Songs from Home," by Joan Eliza­
beth Goodman; Harcourt Brace (San 
Diego, 1994); 213 pp.; $10.95; $4.95 pa­
perback. 

"Songs from Home" offers a travel­
ogue of Rome interspersed throughout 
the life story of Anna, a preteen. Anna 
and her father left America when her 
modier died. The two of mem enjoy dis­
covering Rome's sights, but, deep down, 
Anna longs to return to America for a 
sense of family. She tires of her life in 
Rome, where she has to sing for money 
in the local restaurants. Ages, 10-14. 
(MK) 

Barb Fraze, mother of three children, is 
CNS assistant foreign editor. Margaret 
Krause, mother of one child, is a search ser­
vices librarian at Georgetown Univetsity 
Law Library and has a special interest in 
children's literature. 

* * * * M O V I E * T R I V I A * * * * 
WIN ONE YEAR OF 

RENTALS FROM 

EX» 

Question: From Walt Disney's Snow White, 
name the seven dwarfs. I w 

Answer:. 
Name:— 
Address: 
City: 

WEGMANS HOME VIDEO C O U P O N 

I 2 FOR 1 MOVIE RENTAL | 
Rent any movie at regular price and receive 

-State: Zip:. 
Last- month's winner Mra. E. Dwyer of Auburn correctly identified Denzel 
Washington as the person who headlined with Julia Roberts in the Pelican Brief. 

RULES- ALL ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY MIDNIGHT, DECEMBER 9. Random drawing of correct entries to b e l r ^ December 12 
by Catholic Courier Representatives. Entries must be returned by mail to: Catholic Courier, Movie Trivia, 1150 Buffalo Rd., Rochester, 
NY 14624-1899. Winner wM be notified by mail. Prize is one year of Wegmans Video Rentals, membership is free and is required. Prize 
is not exchangeable for cash or other merchandise. 

I rxcJtii a n y i i i u t i t a t i ^ g u i m | J I « . V . unw ivv? 
2nd movie of equal or lesser value free. 

. (Proper I.D. required for membership.) 
I Coupon not valid with any other specials. 
J Limit 1 per transaction. 
I Coupon valid on 
J one day rentals. 
I Valid only in stores 5| 
' with Video depts. 

I Coupon Value...up to 2.00 
Limit 1 thru 12/31/94. 
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