TR

STER, N.Y.

CATHOLIC. COURIER. DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y

WORLD

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1934 PAGE 7

NEWS

e bishops
 Cardinal
orm an ad
um on the
The com-
al on such
onsider at

other step
hops and
its. These
on ICEL's
t the bish-
w Orleans
ady day of
San Diego

tant topic
ere out of
»sed to the
expressed
recent Vat-
nguage in
proved for
can delays
2w Ameri-
shops told
rards.

r approved
itled “Eu-
or Various

ch, Italian
iginal lan-
aposed in-
Spanish as

ed an offi-

€ English

d by ICEL

n bishops.

1 one Eu-
faces, each
utalterpa-
ition, eac ¢

>n page 7

Haitian president to leave priesthood

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (CNS) — Fa-
ther Jean-Bertrand Aristide, has asked
to leave the priesthood in response to
what hg¢ said was a request by the head
of the church in Haiti.

“You have asked me to leave the priest-
hood for the growth of harmonious re-
lations ... between two heads of state:
the head of state of the Vatican and the
head of state of the Republic of Haiti,”
Father Aristide said in his letter re-
questing dispensation, sent to Arch-
bishop Francois Gayot of Cap-Haitien,
head of the Haitian bishops’ conference.

“I have decided, Excellence, to agree
to your request.”

The letter was dated Oct. 17. The of-
fer to resign became public in mid-No-
vember and would not be official until
accepted by the Vatican.

Vatican spokesman Joaquin Navarro-
Valls said Nov. 21 “there was never any
pressure on the part of the Holy See”
to force Father Aristide to seek dispen-
sation from the priesthood.

Asked if the Haitian president has be-
gun the formal Vatican process, Navar-
ro-Valls said requests for dispensation
are “matters of conscience on which the
Holy See never comments.”

Father Aristide was dismissed from
the Salesians Nov. 8, 1988, by the rec-
tor major of the order because of his
political activity. According to Canon
701 of the Code of Canon Law, such a
dismissal includes “the suspension of
the exercise of holy orders.”

The dismissal was confirmed by the
Congregation for Institutes of Conse-
crated Life and Societies of Apostolic
Life Dec. 7, 1988, because of “serious
conflicts with the Salesians’ life and mis-
sion and with the canonical laws of the
church,” particularly Canon 285, para-
graph 3, which states that “clerics are
forbidden to assume public offices
cise of civil power.”

With his dismissal from the Salesians,
Father Aristide has remained a priest

* but has been prohibited from exercis-

ing his ministry and celebrating the
sacraments.

A Vatican official who deals with dis-
pensation requests said the process “is
not a matter of simply sending a letter of
resignation.”

- Currently, dispenisation requests are

“handled either by the Congregation for

the Doctrine of the Faith or by the Con-
gregation for Worship and Sacraments.

The process can take years and in-
volves a thorough investigation of the
individual’s understanding of priest-
hood and its obligations at the time of
ordination, personal ability to make a
lifelong commitment to celibacy as well
as the applicant’s current situation.

Publicly, the Vatican has consistently
recognized Father Aristide as the legit-
imate, democratically elected president
of Haiti, although it also has been clear
in saying that Catholic clergy should not
run for elected office.

As one of Haiti’s foremost exponents
of liberation theology — which finds in
Scripture the principles and inspiration
for working to free people from unjust
social patterns and structures — Father
Aristide, a biblical scholar ordained in
1982, rose to fame in the mid-1980s with
fiery sermons criticizing the Duvalier
family regime. .

His homilies won him the support of
Haiti’s impoverished majority but the
ire of the church hierarchy.

A spokesman for Father Aristide,
Yvon Neptune, said Nov. 16 that the
church hierarchy “was uncomfortable -
with the president being a lay authority
and at the same time a priest who should
be working for the Holy See.”

One source said Father Aristide made
the decision because he wanted to con-
centrate on rebuilding the country with-
out any clouds hanging over him.

“The country is in such a bad state,
the last thing we need now is to have
trouble of that kind,” the source said.

Another priest, Father Gerard Jean-
Juste, said the move was made to rec-
oncile Father Aristide with the church.

In early November, Father Aristide
met with Archbishop Gayot in Cap-Hai-
tien and embraced him in a gesture of
reconciliation. The move brought an an-
gry response from Father Aristide’s sup-
porters, who accused Archbishop Gayot
of collaborating with the leaders of the
1991 coup that sent the president into
exile for three years.
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related to one of the Prefaces.

Vatican confirmation of the Swiss
prayer seems virtually assured. Bishop
Donald W. Trautman of Erie, Pa., chair-
man of the bishops’ Committee on the
Liturgy, told the bishops that his com-

mittee decided to propose U.S. use of

the prayer on the recommendation of
the head of the Vatican’s Congregation
for Divine Worship and the Sacraments.

The bishops’ actions on the first two
segments of the Sacramentary mark the

beginning of a long process that will in-
volve reviewing a total of seven segments
plus the U.S. adaptations.

Segment 1 contains the opening
prayers, prayers over the gifts and
prayers after Communion at Mass for
Ordinary Time — the periods of the year
between the Christmas season and Lent
and between Pentecost and Advent.

Segment 2 contains the same prayers
for Advent, the Christmas season, Lent
and the Easter season. ‘

A notable new aspect of those seg-
ments is the introduction of alternative
opening prayers, original compositions
in English, which reflect themes of the

Scripture readings of the day.

The alternative prayers take advan-
tage of the fuller use of Scripture in the
liturgy since Vatican Il reforms and are
labeled to correspond to the three-year
cycle of Lectionary readings introduced
after the council.

Where the bishops have decided to
return certain prayers to ICEL for fur-
ther consideration, any revisions must
go through an extensive review process
by ICEL — which is responsible for de-
veloping common English liturgy texts
for use throughout the English-speaking
world — and then be submitted to the
U.S. bishops again for a vote.
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