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Travels reveal health of the diocese
By Bishop Matthew H. Clark
As I look back o n t h e past five o r six
weeks it seems that I have driven
a r o u n d o u r diocese m o r e t h a n in any
o t h e r similar t i m e p e r i o d in all my

years of ministry here. I think of
drives to and from Auburn (three
times), Geneseo, Bath, Rexville, Shortsville, Horseheads, Elmira (two times),
Corning and Painted Post, Chili,
Pittsford, Penfield, Canandaigua,
Perinton, Naples, Mendon and
Fairport and to multiple sites in
Rochester.
Memories of those recent travels are
very pleasant. One reason is that our
region, always beautiful, was radiant
with sunlight and the brilliant colors
of autumn. I don't ever remember
enjoying more the splendor of the
foliage.
A second reason is that the travels
provided a special reminder of
something of which I try always to be ,
aware. I refer to the wonderful vitality
and energy of Catholic life around our
12-county diocese. I have seen that energy and vitality in the celebration of
the Eucharistic liturgy, in bubbling
youth activity, in the quiet generosity
of lay leaders, in the dedicated competence of our clergy, in the array of
gifted women and men who engage in
full-time pastoral ministry.

LONG THE WAY
My ministry allows me a privileged
perspective from which to observe
that richness. Visits to parishes offer a
wonderful opportunity to know the
energy and commitment people bring
to Catholic life in their local
communities. The opportunity to convene groups of pastoral ministers
and/or lay leaders provides another
life-giving experience of the good gifts
God has lavished on us.
A third reason for my pleasure at
the memory of these activities is that I
have found in the people I have met a
strong confirmation of what was yielded by our Synod process, that is, a
deep desire among the people of this
diocese for more nourishment of
mind, heart, soul and spirit from the
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St Bridget's Church
wishestoacknowledge and
thank our walkers, sponsors,
and all who contributed to our
successful September 25th

"Walk for St. Bridget's"
• * • • Thank
• • • • • YOU!
• • • • • • •
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Elder Care
CARE SOLUTIONS FOR TODAY'S FAMILY

Adult Social
Day Care
Program
• For individuals who may be unsafe at home.
• Providing respite for those caring for the elderly at home.
• Daily scheduled promotes socialization and positive
self-esteem through a wide variety of activities including
intergenerations programs.
• Now accepting enrollments at our newly renovated facility

For more information contact Eve M. Moses, 247-3490
Help isjust a phone call away!
» • • • • • • • • • • • * • • • • • • • • • • *

LOCATED AT 230 COLDWATER ROAD IN GATES

richness of our Catholic faith
tradition. I judge that thirst to be a
strong sign of hope and
encouragement, and am delighted
that we are doing so much work to
respond to it.
I could easily continue the list and
probably will return to the theme in
the weeks ahead. I write about it now
because I think it's important to
frequently to mention the good things
that daily happen among us.
Otherwise, I think we can all so focus
on our problems and shortcomings
that we miss the good things and the
joy that comes from sharing and
celebrating them.
As the years go by, I come to
appreciate more and more the
expansive, inclusive, participatory
nature of Catholic life. The travels of
these weeks, the many meetings,
celebrations and conversations I have
had with you indicate to me that there
is much health in the community,
much about which we can be hopeful,
and much to celebrate.
At the beginning of that time
period, I knew the weeks would be
full and rich. I didn't realize, at least
as much as I realize it now, what a
wonderful preparation for
Thanksgiving those days would be. I
thank you for the gift.
Peace to all.

A T L A N T I C CITY TRIPS
Dec. 11 & 12 (Sun. & Mon.) Showboat
Deluxe motorcoacti, private luncheon,
$10 coin, Christmas gift
p
Jan. 15 & 16 (Sun. & Mon.) Holiday Inn
Deluxe motorcoach, Surf & Turf Buffet"
Dinner, $20 coin, hotel gift
p

Eagle Travel

$109
$109

383-1170

Kids' Chronicle
Answer Key
1. prophet, 2. Adam,
3. forty, 4. revelations,
5. Mark, 6. Eli

A COUNTRY CHRISTMAS
OPEN HOUSE

at
Cobblestone Country Antiques And Crafts
Fri., November 18,10-5
Sat, November 19,10-6
Sun., November 20,12-5
Daily Drawings • Refreshments
Step back into the charm of yesteryear in our 1847 Cobblestone
Schoolhouse filled with country kitchen antiques, china,
crocks, and warm memories.
We've created especially for Christmas
• Whimsical Santas, snowmen and angels.
• Scented potpourri topiary trees, angels
and slippers.
• Teddy bear angels.
• Victorian fancies.
• Unique floral pieces for your table, hearth,
windows and doors that add the cozy country
touch to Christmas.
• Handpainted ornaments, homespun garlands.
5346 W. Ridge Road at Trimmer Road., Spencerport, NY
(1.5 mi. W. of Rt 259, Just past Doll Shop) 352-9600
Our usual hours are:
Monday- Saturday, 10:00 am - 5:00 pm; Sunday, 1:00 - 5:00pm until Christmas

