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Women 
Continued from page 1 

God," he said. 
Cardinal James A. Hickey of Wash­

ington, leader of one of the smaller lan­
guage groups whose sessions occupied 
the third week of synod proceedings, 
echoed that view in reporting on his 
group's conclusions. "Whatever is to be 
done in the church, except when it in­
volves jurisdiction and holy orders, 
should be done by the most competent 
person regardless of gender," he said. 

He said his group believed that in a 
culture marked by discrimination and 
the treatment of women as objects, the 
church must make clear its teaching on 
the equal dignity of men and women 
and promote collaboration between 
men and women. 

Archbishop William H. Keeler of Bal­
timore, leader of the U.S. delegation to 
the synod, called the women's move­
ment a significant factor in development 
of U.S. religious life in recent decades. . 

In an Oct. 14 synod speech he said 
that "tensions continue over the under­
standing of the role of women in the 
church and in society and of how best to 
foster collaboration in planning and ac­
tion in the particular church." 

Despite those tensions, he added, U.S. 
men and women religious "continue to 
make magnificent, generous contribu­
tions of leadership and service in edu­
cation, health care, parish and diocesan 
ministries across our country." 

Another U.S. synod member, howev­
er, struck a different note on the ten­
sions affecting religious life. Bishop 
James C. Timlin of Scranton, Pa., called 
for a return to "a traditional under­
standing of the vows of poverty, chasti­
ty and obedience" and an end to ex-
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perimentation. 
"We have dialogued enough. We have 

experimented enough. Some would say 
too much," he said. 

U.S. Mercy Sister Doris Gottemoeller, 
head of the Sisters of Mercy of the 
Americas and a papally appointed ob­
server at the synod, told synod mem­
bers that apostolic women religious such 
as those in her order "understand fem­
inism — the integral development of the 
full potential of women — as a sign of 
our times and as gift to the church." 

"Our identification with women and 
as women animates and shapes Our mis­
sion," she said. 

The proposed statement of the U.S. 
bishops on women in the church, to be 
debated when the bishops meet Nov. 14-
17, calls for a churchwide dialogue on 
women's "leadership in the church, 
equality of women and men, and diver­
sity of gifts." 

"We commit ourselves to enhancing 
the participation of women at all levels 
of the church," it says. 

Several U.S. women religious from 
the National Coalition of American 
Nuns, in Rome for the synod, set up an 
electronic information exchange net­
work on synod developments for women 
religious around the world and hosted 
discussion sessions on the synod and 
the church and women. i 

Three U.S. women religious with 
NCAN walked across St. Peter's Square 
Oct. 22 carrying banners protesting the 
exclusion of women as voting members 
of the synod. 

There were 59 women at the synod as 
observer or experts, but synod rules re­
strict voting membership to ordained per­
sons — selected bishops from around the 
world, top Roman Curia officials and a 
few heads of male religious orders. 

Contributing to this story were Cindy 
Wooden in Rome, Jerry Filteau m Wash­
ington and Sue O'Brien in Chicago: • 
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For a free catalog wri te: 
Cethesemani Farms • Box 146 • Trappist, KY 40051 

Fax: 502-549-4124 
Prompt delivery, with satisfaction guaranteed. 

Available all year round. Prices include delivery (in USA). 
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Personalized service in the community 
since 1922. 
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Meet the McKenzies and 
their guardian angel 
She's the angel who granted 
their Christmas wish. 

last Christmas, Sr. Nancy O'Brien of Catholic Family Center's rural out­
reach program in Livingston County was the McKenzies' guardian angel. 
Sr. Nancy rallied parishioners of St. Patrick's in Mr. Morris to make sure 

Santa came to theMcKenzie household. 
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CATHOLIC CHAt lT I IS 

Your gift to the Thanks Giving Appeal 
helps underwrite social services, education, ar j advocacy. Please respond generously to your parish TGA drive. 

Through TGA, Christ's ministry continues far people like 
the McKenzies. 


